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CONDITIONS OF SALE - Public Auction
THE PLACING OF A BID SHALL CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE OF THESE CONDITIONS OF SALE BETWEEN BIDDER AND DANIEL F. KELLEHER AUCTIONS, LLC (“KELLEHER”)

BIDDING
1. Unless announced otherwise by the auctioneer, all bids are per lot, as numbered in the 
printed Catalogue. Kelleher, as agent for the consignor or vendor, shall regulate the bidding 
and shall determine the manner in which the bidding shall be conducted. Kelleher reserves 
the right to withdraw any lot prior to sale (without liability to any potential purchaser or 
agent), to re-offer any withdrawn lot, to divide a lot or to group two or more lots belonging 
to the same consignor or vendor, and to refuse any bid believed not made in good faith. 
Estimates of sales prices contained in the printed Catalogue reflect the best judgment of 
Kelleher and are not minimum or upset prices.
2. (a) Bids shall be made in the steps set forth on the bidding page (ii). (b) The highest bid 
acknowledged by the auctioneer shall prevail. Should a dispute arise between bidders (in-
cluding a dispute between a floor or internet bidder and the auctioneer acting on behalf of a 
mail bidder, consignor or vendor), the auctioneer alone shall determine who the successful 
bidder is and whether to reoffer the lot in dispute. Should a dispute arise after the sale, the 
auctioneer’s sale records shall be conclusive. On all lots sold, a commission of 20% * on 
the hammer price is payable by the buyer to the auctioneer together with any sales and use 
tax or customs duties.
3. (a) The auctioneer reserves the right to bid on behalf of clients (and consignors or ven-
dors) but shall not be liable for errors and omissions in executing instructions to bid, how-
ever received, and whether such errors or omissions be those of the bidder or agent or those 
of the auctioneer. 
(b) Lots are offered subject to a reserve price. The auctioneer will implement such reserve 
price by bidding on behalf of the consignor vendor. (c) It may also be assumed that all 
consignors have been advanced monies against the sale of their consigned material and 
Kelleher therefore has a security interest in the consigned material over and above the 
normal auction commission.
(d) Purchases made by a consignor or vendor or his agent on his own lots shall be consid-
ered as a sale subject to commissions and sales tax as applicable.
(e) Agents are responsible for the payment of the purchase price for all purchases made on 
behalf of their clients, unless other arrangements with the auctioneer have been confirmed 
in writing prior to the auction.
PAYMENT FOR PURCHASES
4. (a) Payment for lots, including those on which opinions are desired (Condition of Sale), 
shall be as follows:
(b) Floor Bidders. Payment of the purchase price, or such part there of as Kelleher  shall 
require, shall be made by the purchaser in cash or bank or certified check or in such other 
manner as Kelleher may determine. The name and address of the purchaser of each lot shall 
be given to the auctioneer immediately following the sale of such lot.
(c) Mail Bidders. A successful mail bidder will be notified of lots purchased. Before Kelle-
her will send such lots, payment in full must be received by Kelleher within three (3) busi-
ness days of receipt of the aforesaid notification by the mail bidder. However, a purchaser 
known to Kelleher at its option may have purchases delivered or forwarded for immediate 
payment (by a dollar draft on a U.S. bank in the case of overseas purchasers). Mailed 
delivery will be to the address on the bid sheet and proof by Kelleher of receipt of a send-
ing at the advised address shall constitute delivery. All charges for handling, delivery and 
insurance obtained by Kelleher on behalf of the purchaser shall be added to the purchase 
price; a minimum charge of $20.00 will be made.
(d) Prompt Payment Discount - Successful bidders whose payment is received within 
15 calendar days from the date of the auction, shall be entitled to a 2% prompt payment 
discount of the hammer price of each lot, regardless of the method of payment.
5. Title shall not pass to the purchaser until full payment has been received by Kelleher as 
agents for the consignor or vendor.
6. (a) Purchasers agree to pay for lots as specified in Condition of Sale 4 (or as the same 
may be modified by Condition of Sale 8), and no credit is extended; a late payment charge 
of 2% per month or fraction thereof shall be added if payment is not made in accordance 
with the aforesaid conditions.
(b) In the event that a bidder shall fail to comply with these Conditions of Sale (“Non-Com-
plying Bidder”), then, as to any lot with respect to which such failure to comply occurs, 
Kelleher, may, in its sole discretion, re-offer such lot during the same auction or at an auc-
tion at a later time, or by private treaty at such time as Kelleher Auctions, in its sole discre-
tion, deems appropriate and the Non-Complying Bidder shall be liable for the deficiency, 
if any, between the hammer price and the net proceeds of a sale to a subsequent purchaser, 
whether at auction or by private treaty, as well as for all costs and expenses of both sales, 
all other charges due thereunder, including commissions with respect to both sales, wheth-
er payable to Kelleher or to a third party and all incidental damages. It shall be in Kellehers’ 
sole discretion to determine whether to re-offer the lot theretofore hammered-down to a 
Non-Complying Bidder at the same auction, or by private treaty in due course, or at a sub-
sequent auction conducted by Kelleher. In no event shall any surplus arising from the sale 
of a re-offered lot be payable to a Non-Complying Bidder.
(c) A defaulting purchaser shall be deemed to have granted Kelleher a security interest in 
property in Kellehers possession owned by such purchaser. Kelleher shall have all of the 
rights afforded a purchase money secured party under the Connecticut or Massachusetts 
Uniform Commercial Code with respect to such property and may apply against such 
obligations all monies held or received by it for the account of, or due from Kelleher to 
such purchaser. Kelleher is authorized to file a Financing Statement in order to perfect its 
rights as a secured party.
(d) If Kelleher takes any legal steps to secure payment of a delinquent account, the de-
faulting purchaser shall be liable for all legal and other expenses incurred by Kelleher to 
secure such payment, including but not limited to a reasonable allowance for attorneys’ 
fees. For purposes of this paragraph, the term legal steps shall be deemed to include any 
and all consultation by Kelleher with its attorneys with respect to all matters arising out of 
a delinquent account.
(e) Unless otherwise acceptable to Kelleher, payment is to be made only in the form of 
cash, bank check or certified check, personal check (which must clear prior to delivery of 
lots), credit card (AMEX, Visa, MasterCard and Discover), PayPal or a bank wire transfer. 
Payments made by credit card are accepted as a courtesy without surcharge, if paid within 
15 days of sale date. 

WIRING INSTRUCTIONS:
Please contact us for our wiring instructions.
EXHIBITION AND INSPECTION OF LOTS; QUALITY AND AUTHENTICITY
7. (a) See viewing schedule for on-premises viewing. Ample opportunity is given for on 
premises inspection prior to the auction date, and, upon written request and at Kelleher 
discretion.  Live video viewing is also available, please contact our offices to arrange 
same.
(b) Each lot is sold as genuine and correctly described, based on individual description 
as modified by any specific notations in this Catalogue.
(c) Quality. Any lot which a purchaser considers to be incorrectly described may be 
returned to Kelleher within two weeks of its receipt by such purchaser (“Returning Pur-
chaser”), provided, however, that the same is received by Kelleher within four weeks 
of the date of the auction; however, Kelleher may, in its discretion, refuse acceptance of 
such returned lot. If an opinion of a mutually acceptable authority is desired, the period 
of time within which a lot must be received by Kelleher will be extended in accordance 
with Condition of Sale 7(g). In the event that a dispute cannot be resolved by reference 
to a mutually acceptable authority, and Kelleher thereupon undertakes to re-offer the lot 
with a description identical to the description disputed, the Returning Purchaser shall be 
liable for the deficiency, if any, between the proceeds of the sale to the Returning Pur-
chaser and the proceeds of a sale to a subsequent purchaser, as well as for all costs and 
expenses of the re-sale, including commission, and all incidental damages. Any lot, the 
description of which is disputed, must be returned intact and in the original packaging 
and in the condition received (unaltered) by the purchaser. The following lots are not 
returnable except at the discretion of Kelleher: (i) lots from purchasers who attended 
the exhibition of the lots; (ii) lots examined by postal viewers; (iii) lots on account of 
their appearance, if they are illustrated in this Catalogue or online; or (iv) lots described 
as having repairs, defects or faults for any reason. (v) lots containing more than ten (10) 
items. (d) Authenticity. Any lot which is declared otherwise than genuine by a mutually 
recognized authority is returnable, provided such lot is received by Kelleher within four 
weeks of the date of the auction. Proof that a mutually acceptable authority declines to 
express an opinion is not grounds for the return of a lot.
(e) Expenses incurred a purchaser in the submission and the return of a lot under Con-
ditions of Sale 7 is not subject to refund.
(f) Numerical grading is subjective and is based upon the condition of each issue.  Lots 
may not be returned if a third party grades a stamp at lower than our grade.
(g) Lots with existing certificates from the Philatelic Foundation (PF) or Professional 
Stamp Experts (PSE), British Philatelic Association (BPA), Royal Philatelic Society 
(London (RPSL) and Australia (RPSA), Vincent Graves Greene Foundation (VGG) or 
any other expertizing authority as recognized by the International Association of Phila-
telic Experts (AIEP), for items within their specialty and dated within the last seven (7) 
years from the date of sale, will be offered and sold on an “as-is” basis and as so stated 
on the certificate. Such lots may not be returned for any reason, including but not limited 
to a contrary verbal or written opinion or certificate. 
SALES TAX/CUSTOMS DUTIES
8. Unless presentation of satisfactory proof that it is exempted by law, a purchaser shall 
pay to Kelleher the Connecticut, Massachusetts or any compensating use taxes of any 
other State claiming jurisdiction. Buyers outside the U.S. are responsible for all cus-
toms duties. A purchaser shall indemnify Kelleher and hold it harmless of and from 
any claims of any jurisdiction for sales taxes relating to the purchase of articles at the 
auction, whenever the same may arise. 
APPLICABLE LAW, JURISDICTION, ETC.
9. All matters arising out of this auction shall be governed by the laws
of the State of Connecticut without giving effect to the choice of law principles thereof. 
ARBITRATION
10. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this auction shall be settled 
by arbitration in the City of New York, State of New York in accordance with the Rules 
of the American Arbitration Association and judgment upon the award rendered by the 
Arbitrator or Arbitrators may be entered in any Court having jurisdiction.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE OF ACTIONS
11. The purchaser at this auction (a) consents and submits to the jurisdiction of the 
Courts of the State of Connecticut and of the Courts of the United States for a judicial 
district within the territorial limits of the State of Connecticut for all matters arising out 
of this auction sale, including, without limitation, any action or proceeding instituted 
for the enforcement of any right, remedy, obligation and liability arising under or by 
reason thereof; and (b) consents and submits to the venue of such action or proceeding 
in the City of Danbury, County of Fairfield, State of Connecticut (or such judicial dis-
trict of a Court of the United States as shall include the same, and (c) further consents 
that service of process in any action relating thereto may be effected by registered mail, 
return receipt requested address to the purchase at the address given to the auctioneer 
at the time of the sale.
BIDDING STEPS
12. Bidding Steps are as published on page (ii); bids made out of increment will be 
reduced to the next increment.  Example: $603 bid will be reduced to $600, etc.
BIDS BY TELEPHONE
(a) Must be confirmed in writing unless waived by the auctioneer.
(b) Any errors are the responsibility of the bidder.
(c) No bids accepted less than 1 hour before the commencement of the sale.
BIDS BY FAX OR EMAIL
Bids must be received 1 hour before sale commences — be sure to use
FAX: (203) 297-6059 or EMAIL: bids@kelleherauctions.com 
PHONE BIDDING DURING THE SALE
Phone bidding space is limited and available on a first come, first served basis. The 
importance of reserving early cannot be overstated!
Please call us at (203) 830.2500 to reserve your phone bidding space
STAMP AUCTION NETWORK (SAN) Live internet bidding.  To bid, you must be 
registered and be approved  by both Stamp Auction Network and Kelleher. Please con-
tact us for further instructions or go to www.stampauctionnetwork.com and find the 
Kelleher link.
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PRE-CIVIL WAR SHIP COVERS 

1                                                                              2 
1  ) U.S.S. Albany, Sloop of War, folded letter addressed to “Commander Chas. T. Platt, U.S.N., Commanding The Albany, 

Pensacola, Florida”, franked with a three-margin 3¢ orange brown (10A) tied by a Lockport, N.Y. c.d.s., Nov 21 (1851); 
letter from Platt’s son commiserating with his father about disciplinary problems aboard Albany, indicating the son’s 
familiarity with the crew and the problems, Very Fine.   Estimate $250 - 350 

Albany was built in the 1840s for the US Navy. She was among the last of the wooden sloops powered by sail and 
served prominently in the Mexican War. Before and after her war service, Albany conducted surveillance and observation 
missions throughout the Caribbean. She, along with her crew, was lost at sea in September 1854.   

2  ) U.S.S. Albany, Sloop of War, folded letter addressed to “Commander Charles T. Platt U.S.N., Commanding U.S. Ship 
Albany, Pensacola, Fla.”, franked with a 3¢ copper brown (10A) tied by a Lockport, N.Y. c.d.s., Oct 30 (1851); boldly 
docketed “Recd - 9th Nov”; letter is family news.   Estimate $150 - 200 

Albany was built in the 1840s for the U.S. Navy. She was among the last of the sail-only wooden sloops and served 
prominently in the Mexican War. Before and after her war service, Albany conducted surveillance and observation 
missions throughout the Caribbean. She, along with her entire crew, was lost at sea in September 1854.  

3  
3  ) U.S.S. Boston, Sloop of War, folded letter to Cincinnati datelined “On Board U.S.S. Boston, Macao Roads [an anchorage 

east of Macao] July 9th, 1842”; originally addressed to New York and apparently hand-carried there where it was opened 
and read by the original addressee; then the original address was crossed out and a new address written (front & back) 
and the letter was placed in the mails and postmarked with a red Dec 21 New York c.d.s. and blue manuscript “25” on 
the reverse, along with a new - and still intact - yellow “TWK” wax seal, Very Fine.  The letter tells of sailing the South 
Pacific with upcoming visits to the Sandwich Islands and the “friendly Feejees”.    Estimate $300 - 400 

Boston was launched on October 15, 1825 and served all around the world. She returned to the U.S. in 1846 and was 
ordered to join Commodore Conner’s Home Squadron blockading the Mexican east coast. While en route to her new 
station, in November 1846, she was wrecked during a squall on Eleuthera Island, Bahamas. Although the sloop was a total 
loss, all hands were saved. 
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AN EXCEPTIONALLY RARE EXAMPLE OF A DOUBLE WEIGHT USE  OF 
THE 22¢ TREATY RATE TO PERU PREPAID WITH STAMPS OF THE 1851 

ISSUE—THE RATE DIDN’T GO INTO EFFECT UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1856. 

4
4  ) S.S. Caroline Tucker, Commercial Clipper, Congdon Correspondence cover addressed to “Captain John R. Congdon, 

Ship Caroline Tucker, Care American Consul, Callao, Peru” horizontal pairs of the 10¢ green, type II, and 12¢ black 
(14, 17), the 12¢ with a right sheet margin, canceled by faint red grids with a matching Providence c.d.s., Jan 31 (probably 
1857) and straightline “PAID”; endorsed “with 3 papers” and marked with a manuscript “2” indicating double weight 
and a (New York) manuscript “24” (cents credit); reverse with an oval “Forwarded by Crosby & Co., Callao, Peru” 
forwarders handstamp and an indistinct blue arrival c.d.s.; top flap missing, small stamp and cover flaws including tear at 
left, Fine.  Prepaid at double the then-current 22¢ per 1/2  oz. rate for mail carried by American packet to Panama followed 
by British packet to Peru, Ex-D. Richardson.   Estimate $2,000 - 3,000 

Caroline Tucker was built in Stonington, Ct., and operated all over the world. 

5                                                                          6 
5  ) U.S.S. Constellation, Frigate, folded letter addressed to “Lieut. Francis B. White, U.S.F. Constellation, Mediterranean” 

in care of Capt. Isaac Hull in New York; postmarks with a red “PHIL/2/OCT” c.d.s. and matching “PAID” handstamp, 
with additional red manuscript “12 1/2” rate, endorsed “to be sent per Ship Alert”; the three-page family letter is from Lt. 
White’s brother, Edwin., F.-V.F.   Estimate $300 - 400 

The 38-gun Constellation, built in 1797, served in many conflicts including the War of 1812 and with Commodore 
Stephen Decatur’s Squadron in the Second Barbary War in the Mediterranean, when this letter was written.  

6  ) U.S.S. Constellation, Frigate, folded letter datelined “U. S. Frigate Constellation, off Pensacola Sept 10 1826”, 
postmarked manuscript “Pensacola, 8th September” with matching manuscript “25” to Warren, Pa.; the letter tells of the 
Florida landscape and of problems with shallow water in the harbor and the “Gulph”, where “the moon has no influence on 
the tides”, Very Fine.  An excellent Florida Territory cover; the writer, Charles Wayne, who would become a Navy surgeon 
soon after this letter was written, was the nephew of “Mad” Anthony Wayne.    Estimate $250 - 350 

The 38-gun Constellation, built in 1797, served in many conflicts including the War of 1812 and with Commodore 
Stephen Decatur’s Squadron in the Second Barbary War in the Mediterranean. She also served in the Pacific and the 
Caribbean as part of the West Indies Squadron. 
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A RARE EXAMPLE OF A NICE PAIR OF 
TEN-CENT TYPE I ON COVER. 

7  
7  ) U.S.S. Cyane, Sloop of War, small cover addressed to “Lieut. Leonard H. Lyne, U.S.N., U. S. Sloop of War ‘Cyane’, 

Aspinwall” and endorsed “Per Steamer ‘Illinois’ Via Nw. York”, franked with a pretty four-margin horizontal pair of 
10¢ green type I (13), tied by a light 1857 Petersburg, Va. c.d.s. (month & day not struck up), long docketing notation as 
received Feb 15, 1857, Very Fine.   Estimate $2,000 - 3,000 

Cyane operated with the Pacific Squadron protecting commerce along the western coast of the Americas. In 1863 she 
prevented the sloop J. M. Chapman from being used as a Confederate privateer when boarding parties from Cyane took 
control of the ship as it was preparing to leave San Francisco. 

8                                                                                     9
8  ) U.S.S. Falmouth, Sloop of War, folded letter to Philadelphia with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. Falmouth” (in pencil) 

and datelined the same at Paita, Peru, May 2, 1833; on the reverse it is docketed “Paita May 4 1833, Forwd by Garcia 
& Girdon, Recd. at the Navy Depot 15th Sept.”; once received at Washington Navy Yard, the letter was endorsed “Navy 
Department”, franked with the signature of Secretary of the Navy, Levi Woodbury and entered the mails postmarked 
with a light Sep 15 City of Washington c.d.s. and matching “FREE”, F.-V.F.   Estimate $350 - 500 

Falmouth launched in 1827. She was removed from ordinary at the start of the war and moved to Aspinwall (Colon) as 
a stationary stores ship. She served there, resupplying ships in the Caribbean that were protecting commerce, until 1863 
when she was sold.  

9  ) U.S.S. Guerriere, Frigate, folded letter datelined “U. S. Frigate Guerriere, Gibraltar, November 10. 1819” and postmarked 
with a red Jan 29 New-Bedford, Ms. c.d.s. and a matching straightline “SHIP” with a manuscript “14 1/2” rate, to Hartford, 
Vermont; letter is quite fragile and missing a small piece of the back and content, about Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 

Guerriere was launched on June 20, 1814, and attached to the Delaware Flotilla. She was transferred to serve as the 
flagship for Captain Stephen Decatur’s squadron to serve in the United States Navy during the Second Barbary War 
protecting American merchant commerce from piracy from Algiers and other Barbary States. A treaty with Algiers was 
negotiated on board and she then led the squadron in a show of force, resulting in peace treaties with Tunis and Tripoli in 
the summer of 1815. She served for seven years as a schoolship at the Norfolk Naval Yard, training midshipmen before the 
permanent Naval Academy was established. In 1828 she was ordered out to serve as flagship for the US Navy squadron 
headed for duties in the Pacific. She was decommissioned in 1831 and remained in ordinary in the Naval Yard until broken 
up in 1841.  
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10                                                                                       11 
10  ) U.S.S. Independence, Ship of the Line, folded letter datelined “U. S. Frigate Independence, July 10th  Rio de Janeiro”, 

sent as an enclosure to Washington D.C., the address leaf postmarked with a straightline “SHIP”, a Sep 7 Boston c.d.s. 
and a manuscript “27”, all in red; the letter, in which the writer tells of having been in Buenos Aires and Montevideo, and 
address leaf are brittle and split along folds, the letter partially repaired, otherwise F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 

Independence was a ship of the line, but unlike her sister ships, was cut down and refitted as a large frigate. She served as 
flagship for the Brazilian, Mediterranean and Pacific Squadrons. In 1857 she became the receiving ship for Mare Island, 
serving there until 1912.  

11  ) U.S.S. John Adams, Frigate, folded letter datelined “U S Ship John Adams, Fernandina, Amelia Island, Jany. 5th 1818”, 
sent free to the Postmaster at Batavia, N.Y. with manuscript “Free” and illegible franking signature dated Jan 10; entered 
the mails at Washington D.C. with a brown Jan 21 “WASHN. CITY” and matching handstamped “FREE”. The writer, 
one Ben Follett, provides interesting contradictory Slavery content, joking about perhaps “falling in love” at an upcoming 
social event, “ ...if I can find a marriageable Plantation with 100 or 150 Negroes on it, and a pretty girl at the head of the 
whole concern.” And later, when relating the capture of a “patriot Privateer” with her “prize”, a Spanish Slave Schooner, 
and after observing the terrible physical condition of the captive slaves, he writes, “If there is any such place as Hell, Slave 
traders, in my opinion, will occupy a warm corner in it.”, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 

John Adams was commissioned in 1799. She had a long and storied career, including obtaining the surrender of Amelia 
Island from French Privateer Commodore Louis-Michel Aury just before this letter was written. During the Civil War she 
served in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She was the flagship for the inner blockade at Charleston until the city 
was evacuated and she entered the harbor.  

12  
12  ) U.S.S. Missouri, Side-Wheel Frigate, folded address leaf docketed “Wm B Tremain to D. Green, Crew of U.S.S. Missouri, 

Ansd 3 Feb 1842”, postmarked with a red Jan 28 “New-York Ship/7 cts” c.d.s., to General Duff Green in Washington 
D.C., Very Fine.  Correspondence from the first U.S.S. Missouri is very rare, given its less than two years of service time.

  Estimate $150 - 200 

Missouri, commissioned early in 1841, crossed the Atlantic on a diplomatic voyage in August 1843 - the first transatlantic 
crossing by an American steam-powered warship. While anchored at Gibraltar, a crewman accidentally caused a fire in 
the storeroom. The flames spread rapidly, making it necessary to abandon ship and, after burning for more than four hours, 
causing the forward powder magazine to explode, completely destroying the ship.  
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13                                                                  14                                                                     15 
13  ) U.S.S. Raritan, Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “Raritan, Rio de Janeiro, Sept 6th 1845”, postmarked with 

a nice strike of a red Oct 27 “New-York Ship/7 cts” c.d.s., to Kingston, R.I., Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 

Raritan was built in 1820 but not launched until 1843. She served in the South Atlantic as flagship for Commodore Daniel 
Turner until returning to the United States in November 1845. She operated with the Home Squadron as it blockaded the 
east coast of Mexico and supported Army forces during the war with Mexico. She joined Potomac in landing 500 men at 
Point Isabel to reinforce that military depot in May 1846. In 1849 she served as flagship of the West Indies Squadron, then 
as flagship for the Home Squadron. She was then transferred to the Pacific to cruise between Panama and Cape Horn. In 
1852 she was placed in ordinary at Norfolk, where she remained until she was destroyed by Union forces April 20, 1861, 
as they evacuated the Navy Yard.  

14  ) U.S.S. Raritan, Frigate, folded letter addressed to “Passd. Midshipn. Robert Townsend, Frigate Raritan, Rio de Janeiro, 
South America, Care of Naval Lyceum, Brooklyn, N.Y., the letter is from Townsend’s mother and is datelined Albany, 
N.Y., August 17, 1844; it is marked with a penciled “Paid” but no Albany postmark; handstamped with a partial “U
S NAVAL LYCEUM” Full-Rigged Ship oval; in the meantime, Midshipman Townsend had transferred from the
Raritan to the Porpoise so the cover was returned to New York via Annapolis with all the original routing crossed off,
including the penciled “Paid”, with a red Mar 13 (1844) Annapolis c.d.s., a matching straightline “SHIP” and a manuscript 
“203/4” with another light, but virtually complete strike of the “U S NAVAL LYCEUM” oval on the reverse (along
with some contemporaneous pencil notes); bit of ink erosion where the “Care of ...” endorsement is crossed out, F.-V.F.

  Estimate $500 - 750 

Raritan was built in 1820 but not launched until 1843. She served in the South Atlantic as flagship for Commodore Daniel 
Turner until returning to the United States in November 1845. She operated with the Home Squadron, then as flagship of 
the West Indies Squadron, and again with the Home Squadron, this time as flagship. She was transferred to the Pacific for 
a year, then, in 1852 retired at Norfolk, where she remained until she was destroyed by Union forces as they evacuated 
the Navy Yard.

Robert Townsend, the addressee, eventually rose to the rank of Captain and had a highly successful career with the Union 
Navy during the Civil War.  

15  ) U.S.S. Shark, Schooner, folded letter datelined “U. S. Schooner Shark, Corfu [Ionian Islands] July 30th 1836” with a red 
“PHILa/ 6/ OCT” octagon and matching, lightly struck “SHIP” with a red manuscript “233/4” rate; sent care of the U.S. 
Consul to Newport, R.I.; letter is 31/2 partly cross-written pages from a sailor to his wife telling of the voyage, cholera in 
Trieste, etc; bit of wax seal damage, F.-V.F.  A rare point of origin; the rate was 183/4¢ to Newport plus the 2¢ ship fee. 

  Estimate $250 - 350 

Shark was built in the Washington Navy Yard and launched on May 17, 1821. She sailed August 7 to make her first cruise 
for the suppression of the slave trade and piracy, arriving in Sierra Leone in October and then returned to New York 
January 1, 1822. In February of the same year she joined Commodore James Biddle’s squadron and continued her work 
on the suppression of slave trading and piracy from the West Indies to Africa. In 1832 she was assigned to the Pacific 
Squadron and set sail from Hampton Roads. She was the first United States man-of-war to pass through the Straits of 
Magellan from east to west, December 13, 1839, en route to Callao, Peru. During the next five years, she spent much of 
her time along the coast of Peru to protect American citizens and property during civil disturbances in that country. She 
sank after hitting a shoal near the mouth of the Columbia River in September 1846.  
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CIVIL WAR POSTAL HISTORY: UNION 

GENERAL CIVIL WAR COVERS & DOCUMENTS 

16                                                                                              17 
16  ) Naval Ship Mail, cover franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a clear strike of the scarce undated double-circle “U. S. 

SHIP” with fleurons, to Winchester, Mass.; flap tear, Very Fine.  According to Milgram, there are fewer than 25 recorded 
examples of this particular “U.S. SHIP” handstamp.    Estimate $150 - 200  

17  ) Naval Ship Mail - Soldier’s Due Mail, small Seated Liberty patriotic cover (Weiss F-SI 23) to Wendell, Mass., properly 
endorsed with manuscript “soldier letter” and rubber-stamped “(E)F Jones, Colonel Mass 26th”, postmarked “U.S. 
SHIP/3cts.” in circle; reduced at the left with a bit of toning and edge wear at the top, about Fine.  This cover would have 
been mailed sometime between Dec 3, 1861 and Apr 15, 1862, when the 26th Massachusetts was based at Ship Island, 
Miss.    Estimate $150 - 200 

18  
18  Battle of Cherbourg, Carte de Visite photograph ca. 1870s by Frederic Jones of London, from a painting by Capt. W. J. 

Anderson, “Action Off Cherbourg. 19th June 1864”, F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 

The Battle of Cherbourg was between the Sloops of War, U.S.S. Kearsarge and C.S.S. Alabama, the most successful 
commerce raider in maritime history. Kearsarge finally prevailed, sinking Alabama and rescuing the majority of Alabama’s 
survivors. However, while Kearsarge’s Captain John Winslow stood helplessly by, British politician John Lancaster’s 
private yacht Deerhound was able to rescue 41 of Alabama’s officers and crew, including her Captain Raphael Semmes, 
and escape with them to Britain.  
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19  
19  ) Battle of Hampton Roads, marvelous 31/2-page letter datelined “Fortress Monroe, March 1862”, written by Private 

Chester W. Cobb, describing the battle between the Confederate Ironclad Virginia and the Union Navy, in part, “ ...as 
severe a Naval Engagement as ever witnessed on any water. Had it not been for the timely arrival of the Ericcson Battery 
[the Monitor] our whole harbor would have been ‘cleaned out’ ...the largest balls from the Gun Boats had no more effect 
on the ‘Merrimack’ [then the C.S.S. Virginia] than so many peas.”; Cobb also notes the “Rebel’s” name for the Monitor: 
“the black Yankee cheese box on a raft”; also noted, “Prof. Lowe the Balloonist arrived here today with his Balloon 
where he is expected to remain for the present.”; includes the cover of transmittal to Clinton Junction, Wis. franked with 
a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Mar 18 Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s., Very Fine.   Estimate $300 - 400  

20                                                                                           21 
20  ) Ship Island, Miss., cover franked with a pen-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with the straightline “SHIP ISLAND/ 

MISS.” with manuscript “Apr 14” date and “Due 3”, to Philadelphia, Very Fine.  The letter must have weighed more than 
a half ounce, thus incurring the extra 3¢ due.    Estimate $150 - 200 

21  ) Ship Island, Miss., Flag patriotic cover (Weiss F-R 205), franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with 
a Ship Island, Miss. c.d.s., May 30 (1862), to Brandon, Vt.; docketed May 28, 1862; reduced somewhat at the right, F.-V.F.

  Estimate $300 - 400 

The Ship Island Postmaster, John Parker, received a Government circular date stamp in late April of 1862, but was soon 
ordered by his brother-in-law and commander of the occupying forces, General Benjamin Butler, to take over the Post 
Office in New Orleans. He took the Ship Island circular handstamp with him and used it in New Orleans until receiving 
a New Orleans device from the Post Office Department in Washington on or about June 2. The two-line handstamp 
continued in use on Ship Island for the convenience of the few soldiers remaining there.  
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                                    22                                                                         23                                                                24 
22  ) Ship Island, Miss., 8th N. H. Regiment patriotic cover featuring a Soldier with Rifle, Flag, Cannon & Ship at anchor 

(Weiss M-F 5), franked with a pen-canceled pair of 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked manuscript “Ship Island, March 21 
1862”, to Bath, N.H. and postmarked on arrival with a clear blue Apr 10 c.d.s.; corners slightly rounded and stamps 
slightly damaged, Fine and rare.   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
This was the first day that the Ship Island Postmaster, John Parker used this manuscript postmark. It was in use for only 
seven days before Parker replaced it with the well-known two-line handstamp.  

 
23  ) Ship Island, Miss. - Soldier’s Due, cover to Charlestown, Mass., properly endorsed “Soldiers letter, C A R Dimon Adjt 

E Bay State Rgt” and postmarked “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” in circle; includes original letter datelined “Ship Island Mississippi 
March 11th, 62” telling of camp life and mentioning General Butler.   Estimate $250 - 350  

  
24   Prize Money for Crew Members, Written order dated “U.S. Gunboat Aroostook, Off Galveston, Texas, 14th Sep. 1864”; 

the two-page order, which is apparently written and signed by then-Lt. Commander Joseph E. Skerrett, assigns Acting 
Ensign H. L. Ramson, of the Aroostook, to accompany a prize of 38 bales of cotton to the Prize Court in New Orleans and 
to remain there until a judgment is made; on the back of the order, dated Sep 22, is an order for Ransom to “Take passage 
on the Arkansas to rejoin your vessel” which has been signed by Commodore “J[ames] S[hedden] Palmer.

 

Ramson apparently died sometime between his delivering the cotton and the Court awarding the prize money, because 
also included is a letter to Mrs. H. L. Ramson from the Paymaster of Aroostook dated Jul 6, 1865, confirming that she is 
entitled to her husband’s share of the award money, “$534.76 less the Internal Revenue Tax of 5%”; also included with 
the lot is a photographic Carte de Visite of Seaman Ransom by G.H. Morand of New York, one of the first professional 
photographers in New York City, F.-V.F.  A marvelous group.    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Joseph E. Skerrett went on to become a Rear Admiral. In addition to serving in the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, he 
headed the Department of Seamanship at the U.S. Naval Academy from 1868 to 1872. He later made important surveys 
of uncharted areas of the northern Pacific Ocean, and served as Governor of the Philadelphia Naval Asylum from 1886 to 
1888. He then went on to be commandant of the Portsmouth Navy Yard from 1889 to 1890 and of the Washington Navy 
Yard from September 1890 to December 1892, followed by more time in the South Pacific.

 

James Shedden Palmer (1810-1867) was, at this time, in command of the 1st Division of Ironclads in the West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron in the vicinity of New Orleans, and would also go on attain the rank of Rear Admiral in July 1866.  



 The “Patrick” Collection of Naval Militaria, History & Related

11Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions LLC www.kelleherauctions.com Sale 746 - November 18, 2020

CAMPAIGN COVERS 

25  
25  ) Beardless Lincoln, campaign cover featuring “The Peoples’ Candidate For President” (Weiss AL-98a), franked with a 

3¢ dull red (26) tied by an incomplete Oct 10 Sterling, Ms. c.d.s., to Byron, Me.; stamp with bottom perforations clipped, 
F.-V.F.   Estimate $300 - 400  

PATRIOTIC COVERS 

     
                                                                     26                                                                       27 
26  ) Battle of Hampton Roads, patriotic cover depicting “The Great Naval Battle Between Ericsson’s Monitor and the 

Merrimac, March 9th, 1862” (Weiss SC-MB 73d), franked with 3¢ rose (65) tied by a blue Cincinnati grid duplex, to 
Marion County, O.; upper right corner of stamp missing, F.-V.F.  A marvelous design.    Estimate $200 - 300

27  ) Battle of the Ironclads, patriotic cover depicting the famous battle between U.S.S. Monitor and the C.S.S. Virginia (ex-
Merrimac) framed by an Eagle atop two American Flags (Weiss SC-MB 58), franked with a pen-canceled 3¢ rose (65) 
with a manuscript postmark, “Augusta Iowa, Mar 5” written across the scene, to Denver City, Colorado Territory; edge 
wear and stamp slightly damaged, Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 

28  
28  ) Winfield Scott, two 3¢ pink (#64) singles canceled by a General Banks Division “G B D/Nov 25” handstamp on a 

colorless embossed Winfield Scott patriotic cover (Weiss FP-WS-29) to New London, Ct., F.-V.F.; with a 1995 P.F. 
certificate noting “some foreign matter under the left stamp cause small faults”. Scott $2,200.   Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
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29  
29  ) The Stars and Stripes Triumphant, patriotic cover depicting (in purple) the War of 1812 Battle of Lake Erie after which 

Commodore Perry declared, “We have met the enemy and they are ours” (Weiss SC-MB-74), franked with 3¢ rose (65) 
tied by a Washington D.C. c.d.s., Nov 11, 1862; stamp damaged due to edge placement, cover open at bottom & right and 
soiled on the reverse, Very Fine appearance.   Estimate $200 - 300 

NAVAL SHIP COVERS 

          
                                  30                                                                       31                                                                     32 
30  ) U.S.S. Acacia, Steam Tugboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Acacia’, Off Charleston S.C., 2-28-

’65” ten days after the surrender of Charleston franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a straightline “U.S. SHIP” with a 
Philadelphia, Mar 7, 1865 c.d.s. and a handstamped “Due 6”, to Terryville, Conn.; edge flaws, Fine.  The letter must have 
been over half an ounce, shortpaid by 3¢, and charged double.    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Acacia was launched as the Vicksburg in September of 1863, then purchased by the Navy, commissioned as U.S.S. Acacia 
on Oct 28 of the same year, and served as part of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. Her greatest success was the 
capture of the Julia, an iron-hulled blockade-runner that had grounded and been abandoned off Cape Romain, South 
Carolina. 

31  ) U.S.S. Acacia, Steam Tugboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Acacia’, Off Charleston S.C., 11-4-’64” and 
franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a four-point star-in-circle with a Nov 9 New York c.d.s. alongside, to Bristol, Conn.; 
edge flaws, Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 

32  ) U.S.S. Adirondack, Screw Sloop, cover addressed to “Lieut. James Packer, U.S. Steamer ‘Adirondack’, Old Point 
Comfort, Virginia.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Newark, N.J. c.d.s., Aug 10, 1863; reduced slightly at the left, 
Very Fine.  An exceedingly rare cover, Adirondack being in service for less than two months from her Commissioning on 
June 30, to her loss on August 23.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Adirondack was commissioned in 1862 with a complement of 160. She was assigned to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron 
but was diverted to investigate a British-built vessel being fitted as a CSN cruiser in the Bahamas. After verifying the 
information she was ordered to Port Royal but on learning that the CSS Alabama had departed for the Bahamas, Welles 
ordered her back to the Bahamas where she struck a reef and was lost after only two months of service.  
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33  
33  ) U.S.S. Albatross, Screw Gunboat, Admiral David G. Farragut endorsement on a folded letter, forwarded by mail 

pouch; from the Captain of the U.S.S. Albatross to Secretary of the Navy, Gideon Welles, recommending Masters Mate 
William Harcourt for promotion to Acting Gunner; datelined “U S Steamer Albatross, Pensacola Bay, Nov 4th 1862”, 
endorsed on the outside “Respectfully forwarded with enclosures [signed] ‘D.G. Farragut’, Rear Admiral Comdg 
WGBlg Squad”; the letter is signed by three of the ship’s officers, including Executive Officer Theodore B. DuBois, who 
would take over command of Albatross when her captain, John E. Hart, died of Yellow Fever in June 1863, Very Fine.
   Estimate $500 - 750 
 
Albatross, built in 1858 as a screw steamer was acquired by the Navy in 1861 and outfitted as a gunboat. She was briefly 
assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron before being transferred to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron for 
the remainder of the war. She participated in lower Mississippi operations then served on blockade duty.  

     
                                                                        34                                                                   35 
34  ) U.S.S. Atlanta, Casement Ironclad, cover franked with a 3¢ rose (65) (damaged pre-use) tied by a circle-of-Vs alongside 

a Norwich, Con., Jul 26, 1864 postmark; addressed to “Henry A. Phelan, Executive Officer, U. S. Iron Clad Atlanta, 
Norfolk, Va.”; opened somewhat roughly at the right, Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Atlanta was converted by the Confederate Navy from a British blockade-runner, Fingal. Operating out of Charleston, 
she was captured by two Union ironclads when she ran aground during an unsuccessful attack on Port Royal. She was 
refitted and assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, where she served on the James River protecting against 
Confederate ironclads.  

35  ) U.S.S. Azalea, Steam Tugboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “From U.S.S. Str. Azalia” franked with a target-
canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a straightline “U. S. SHIP” and an Aug 26 Philadelphia c.d.s., to Wenham, 
Mass., docketed “Aug. 29th 1864”.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Azalea was purchased and armed in 1864 and served in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron. On July 8, 1864, along 
with the Sweet Brier, she captured the schooner Pocahontas with a cargo of cotton and tobacco. She received a 50 percent 
share of the prize money. She was sold out of the service in 1865 at the end of the war.  
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                                                                36                                                                                    37 
36  ) U.S.S. Bainbridge, Brig, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S. Brig ‘Bainbridge’, Aspinwall N.G.”, franked with 

a 10¢ green (68) tied by a clear “N. YORK/STEAMSHIP” circle with a handstamped “Due 10” rate, to Charles 
Rogers, Boston, Mass. - letter no. 58 in the Rogers Correspondence; stamp missing perforations at the right, otherwise 
Very Fine.  This cover dates between September 1862 and May 1863, while Bainbridge was on station at Aspinwall. 
   Estimate $350 - 500 
 
Bainbridge was assigned to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron. She was sent to Aspinwall where she was severely 
damaged by a storm. After refitting, she was on her way to join the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron when she was 
caught in another storm, this one off Cape Hatteras, and sank with only one survivor.  

 
37  ) U.S.S. Bainbridge, Brig, cover with manuscript endorsement “US Brig ‘Bainbridge’, Aspinwall N.G.”, franked with a 

10¢ green (68) tied by a “N. YORK/STEAMSHIP” circle (upside down) with a handstamped “Due 10” (“10” faint), to 
Boston; reduced a bit at the left, F.-V.F.  This cover dates between September 1862 and May 1863, while Bainbridge was 
on station at Aspinwall.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Bainbridge was assigned to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron. She was sent to Aspinwall where she was severely 
damaged by a storm. After refitting, she was on her way to join the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron when she was 
caught in another storm, this one off of Cape Hatteras, and sank with only one survivor.  

     
38                                                                                     39

38  ) U.S.S. Bainbridge, Brig, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S. Brig ‘Bainbridge’, Aspinwall New Granada, Sep 14th 
1861” and “Per Str ‘North Star’ Via N.Y.”, handstamped straightline “STEAM/SHIP” and “40” (double rate - 2,500 
miles, Aspinwall to Boston), to Charles Rogers, Newton, Mass. - letter no. 9 in the Rogers Correspondence; minor edge 
wear, Fine.  This cover dates between September 1862 and May 1863, while Bainbridge was on station at Aspinwall. 
   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Bainbridge was assigned to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron. She was sent to Aspinwall where she was severely 
damaged by a storm. After refitting, she was on her way to join the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron when she was 
caught in another storm, this one off Cape Hatteras, and sank with only one survivor.  

 
39  ) U.S.S. Benton, Ironclad River Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “On board U. S. gun boat ‘Benton’” 

franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a clear Newark, N.J. c.d.s., Dec 19, 1862; to Cairo, Ill., F.-V.F.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Originally a center-wheel catamaran salvage “snagboat”, Submarine No. 7, she was converted to an ironclad Gunboat and 
commissioned as U.S.S. Benton in February 1862, joining Admiral Andrew Foote’s Mississippi River Command.  
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                                                                     40                                                                            41 
40  ) U.S.S. Bienville, Side-Wheel Steamer, folded letter with manuscript endorsement “pr ‘Bienville’” and datelined 

“Havana, 17 February 1861”, to Boston with a bold, mostly complete New York “STEAMSHIP/10” circle.  This cover 
was mailed prior to the War when Bienville was still a private commercial steamer.    Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Bienville, with a complement of 162, was purchased by the Navy in August 1861 and converted to a blockade vessel. She 
was with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron taking Port Royal, and positions in Georgia and Florida before being 
transferred to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron.  

41  ) U.S.S. Brandywine, Frigate, cover addressed to “Paymaster Thos. H. Looker U.S.N., U.S. Frigate ‘Brandywine’, Off 
Fortress Monroe, Old Point, Va.” franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a target cancel and a Nov 8 New York c.d.s.; includes 
the original three-page letter from Looker’s wife, datelined Hoboken, N.J., Nov 7; somewhat roughly opened at the top, 
F.-V.F.   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Originally built in 1825 as the 44-gun frigate Susquehanna, her first task was to transport the Marquis de Lafayette 
back to France. She was renamed Brandywine in honor of the battle in which Lafayette was wounded while fighting with 
American forces. She was later recommissioned a number of times for service in various theaters, finally in October 1861, 
when she joined the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, most of the time stationed off of Fortress Monroe.  

     
42                                                                                   43

42  ) U.S.S. Brooklyn, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. Brooklyn, Pensacola Bay, Apr. 21st 63” 
franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a fancy circle-of-wedges with a May 5 New York c.d.s. alongside; to Salem, N.J. and 
including the original, easily read three-page letter which mentions “instructions for the collection of Magnolia prize 
money.” [Magnolia was a southern steamer captured by Brooklyn while attempting to slip through the blockade with 1,200 
bales of cotton] and “I do not think another attack will be made on Fort Hudson until land forces are ready.”, Very Fine.
   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Brooklyn was commissioned in January 1859 with then-Captain David Farragut in command. She participated at New 
Orleans, the lower Mississippi and Mobile Bay, before joining the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.  

43  ) U.S.S. Brooklyn, Steam Sloop, 3¢ pink entire (U58) addressed to “Rezeau B. Pott Esqr., Third Asst. Engineer U.S.S. 
Richmond, Post Office New Orleans, Louisiana”, canceled Williamsport, Pa., Dec 22, 1862; slight edge wear, F.-V.F.

   Estimate $200 - 300 
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44                                                                                  45

44  ) U.S.S. Calypso, Screw Steamer, cover addressed to “Surgeon of U.S.S. ‘Calypso’, Hampton Roads, Va.”, franked with a 
2¢ Boyd’s Local (20L18) tied by a company oval and a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a fancy oval with a partial Apr 4 New York 
c.d.s. alongside; reduced slightly at the right, Boyd’s Local oxidized, otherwise Very Fine. An exceedingly rare use of a 
U.S. Local on a ship’s cover.    Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Calypso, an armed steamer, was captured in June 1863 by the U.S.S. Florida, while running the Union blockade off of 
Wilmington, N.C. She was then purchased from the prize court and commissioned in the Union Navy in October 1863, 
at which time she joined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron patrolling the Bahamas routes to Wilmington and the 
Chesapeake.  

45  ) U.S.S. Cambridge, Screw Steamer, cover addressed to “Acting Master, Robert D. Eldridge, On board U.S. Steamer 
Cambridge, blockading Squadron, Old Point Comfort”, franked with a neatly canceled 3¢ rose (65) with a red “New 
Bedford Mass./Paid/Dec 10” c.d.s. alongside; slight edge wear and reduced a bit at the top, Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Cambridge served with the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from September 1861 until October 1864. In February 
1865 she was transferred to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron where she served for the duration of the war.  

     
                                                                 46                                                                             47 
46  ) U.S.S. Canandaigua, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Canandaigua’” franked with a 3¢ rose 

(65) tied by a Port Royal, S.C. target duplex, Mar, 1864; from Joseph W. Congdon, Canandaigua’s Captain, to his wife in 
Williamsburgh, L.I., N.Y., Very Fine.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Canandaigua joined the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in August 1862. She participated in a long series of attacks 
on Confederate positions in Charleston, S.C., in 1863 and 1864. On February 17, 1864, she rescued 150 members of the 
crew of Housatonic when the latter was sunk by the attack of the Confederate submarine C.S.S. H. L. Hunley—the first 
successful submarine attack in history.  

47  ) U.S.S. Canandaigua, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Canandaigua’” franked with three 
3¢ rose (65) tied by fancy Sep 5 New York duplexes; from Joseph W. Congdon, Canandaigua’s Captain, to his wife in 
Williamsburgh, L.I., N.Y.; reduced just a tad at the left, right-most stamp slightly damaged, F.-V.F.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Canandaigua joined the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron in August 1862. She participated in a long series of attacks 
on Confederate positions in Charleston, S.C. in 1863 and 1864. On February 17, 1864, she rescued 150 members of the 
crew of Housatonic when the latter was sunk by the attack of the Confederate submarine C.S.S. H. L. Hunley—the first 
successful submarine attack in history.  
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                                                                48                                                                                  49  
48  ) U.S.S. Canandaigua, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Canandaigua’” franked with three 3¢ 

rose (65) tied by Port Royal, S.C. target duplexes, Jul 25, 1864; from Joseph W. Congdon, Canandaigua’s Captain, to his 
wife in Wickford, R.I.; damaged corners (affecting one stamp) and roughly opened at the left, about Fine.  
   Estimate $200 - 300 

49  ) U.S.S. Carondelet, Eads City-Class Gunboat, cover addressed to “Mr. Scott D. Jordan, Acting Ensign, U.S. Steamer. 
Carondelet, Miss. Squadron, via Cairo, Illinois”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a partial 
Portland, Me. c.d.s. and at “DUE/6” in arc; reduced slightly at the right, Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Carondelet was one of the seven Eads City-Class ironclad gunboats. She saw action at Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, Island 
10, White River, Memphis, Vicksburg and Red River.  

     
                                                                   50                                                                                51 
50  ) U.S.S. Chippewa, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “Ships letter, Jno. W. Philip, U.S.S. 

‘Chippewa’”, sent unfranked and handstamped with a straightline “U.S. SHIP”, “Due 6” and a mostly clear Philadelphia 
c.d.s., Jun 8, 1862, to Warren, Conn., F.-V.F.   Estimate $350 - 500 
 
Chippewa served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from December 1861 until ordered to search for the 
Confederate raider, C.S.S. Florida, which took her across the Atlantic to Spain and North Africa and to various ports in 
the West Indies. Upon her return from this unsuccessful cruise, in May 1863, she was reassigned to the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron and operated off the coasts of Georgia and South Carolina. The Florida was finally caught in the 
port of Bahia, Brazil, on October 3, 1864.  

51  ) U.S.S. Colorado, Screw Frigate, cover addressed to “Fleet Surgeon Dr. G.R.B. Horner, U.S.S. Colorado, Boston, 
Mass.”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ dull red (26) and postmarked with a clear Philadelphia octagonal datestamp, 
Jun 7, 1861 just three days after the Colorado was commissioned and 11 days before she sailed from Boston on her first 
assignment; upper left corner slightly nicked, otherwise Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Colorado joined the Gulf Blockading Squadron in June 1861 taking blockade-runners and conducting raids. She was 
reassigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in October 1864 and participated in the bombardment and capture 
of Fort Fisher at the mouth of the Cape Fear River, Wilmington, N.C., in January 1865.  
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                                                                 52                                                                                  53 
52  ) U.S.S. Commodore Hull, Side-Wheel Gunboat, red & blue Flag patriotic cover (Weiss F-R-151) endorsed simply 

“Ship Letter”, initially postmarked “5” in circle (due 3¢ + 2¢ ship fee), but nullified with a red grid and re-rated with 
an incomplete oval “U.S. (SHIP)/3 cts.” (Milgram SH-13); the letter is from George Van Duzen, Acting Master of the 
Commodore Hull, to his wife Selah in New York; it has been somewhat refreshed and has two sealed opening tears at the 
top, F.-V.F. appearance.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Commodore Hull was a side-wheel ferryboat, built as Nuestra Señora del Regla, intended for Havana, Cuba. Purchased in 
1862, she was converted to a gunboat and assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She served in the Carolina 
Sounds and was at the siege of Plymouth, NC.  

 
53  ) U.S.S. Commodore Perry, Side-Wheel Gunboat, clean lady’s envelope addressed to “H. Augustus Phelan Executive 

Officer, U.S. Steamer Commodore Perry, Plymouth, N.C., Via Roanoke Isalnd”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a 
circle-of-wedges with a clear New York c.d.s., Feb 23, 1863, alongside, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Commodore Perry was a sidewheel ferryboat acquired by the Navy and refitted as a gunboat. She was commissioned in 
October 1861 and in January 1862 joined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, where she took part, only a month 
later, in the capture of Roanoke Island. In October 1862 she participated in the failed Army-Navy attack on Franklin, Va. 
During the battle four of her crewmen were awarded the Medal of Honor.  

54  
54  ) U.S.S. Congress, Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “U S Frigate Congress, Newport News,” franked with a 3¢ 

pink (64) tied by a partial Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s. (docketed Oct 23, 1861), to East Boston, Mass. and backstamped 
Boston, Oct 26; reduced just a bit at the right, F.-V.F.; with a 1995 P.F. certificate as a “pink”.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Congress was originally commissioned in May 1842, serving in the Mediterranean and South Atlantic. In September 1861 
she joined the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. In March 1862, while part of the Union blockade of Newport News, Va., she 
fell under attack by the Confederate ironclad C.S.S. Virginia (formerly the U.S.S. Merrimack) and ultimately ran aground 
and sank with the loss of 120 men.  
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55  
55  ) U.S.S. Connecticut, Side-Wheel Steamer, stenciled “Ship Connecticut/ A. B. Langworthy” (Milgram No. 282) on the back 

of a Flag & Cannon patriotic cover with the legend “Our Compromise” (Weiss F-R 419), franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied 
by a clear Feb 25 New York target duplex (docketed 1861); to Connecticut’s Captain, A. B. Langworthy, Milwaukee, Wis., 
“Sheriff’s Office” reduced slightly at the right, otherwise exceptionally clean and Very Fine.   Estimate $1,200 - 1,800 
 
A.B. Langworthy was an Acting Master’s Mate on Connecticut. The addressee, his brother, was a Captain in the 1st 
Wisconsin Heavy Artillery.  
 

Built in New York as the Mississippi, this side-wheel staemer was purchased by the Navy, converted to a warship and 
commissioned U.S.S. Connecticut in August 1861. Her first voyage was on August 25, 1861, where she delivered men 
and supplies to blockade ships along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts as far as Galveston, Texas. She later spent time assisting 
in the search for the Confederate cruiser C.S.S. Nashville, then returned to cargo duty, making five voyages similar to her 
first. She also captured four schooners with valuable cargo during this period.  

56  
56  ) U.S.S. Constellation, Frigate, “Stand By The Flag” patriotic cover (Weiss F-R 321) addressed to “Mr. Joseph F. 

Littlefield, U. S. Ship Constellation, Spezia, Italy,” franked with pen-canceled pair of 3¢ rose and a strip of three 12¢ 
black (65, 69); postmarked Milford, N.H., May 24, 1862 with red crayon “36” rate, red French boxed “P.D.” and Jun 10 
entry c.d.s., redirected from Spezia to Genoa where it was backstamped on Jun 12; includes the original four-page letter 
regarding family matters; cover reduced ever so slightly at the left (letter also slightly reduced on one edge), Very Fine.  
An exceptional example of a Patriotic ship’s cover to Europe.    Estimate $1,200 - 1,800 
 
Constellation, the last sail-only warship designed and built by the U.S. Navy, was commissioned in July 1855. She spent 
most of the war in the Mediterranean gathering intelligence on Confederate raiders and activities.  
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                                                              57                                                                                     58 
57  ) U.S.S. Constitution, Frigate, cover addressed to “Midshipman Frederic G. Hyde, U.S.S. Constitution, Newport, 

Rhode Island”, franked with a cork-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked Norwichtown, Ct., Jan 15 (1864), F.-V.F.
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Constitution, “Old Ironsides”, was built in 1797 and is the world’s oldest commissioned naval vessel still afloat. In 1857 
she was moved to dry dock at the Portsmouth Navy Yard for conversion into a training ship, being refitted with classrooms 
and reducing her armament to only 16 guns. In August 1860 she was moved to the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis. 
Then in April 1861, at the outbreak of the War, after threats were made against her by Southern sympathizers, Constitution, 
along with the Naval Academy itself, was moved north to Fort Adams in Newport, R.I., for the duration of the war.  

 
58  ) U.S.S. Constitution, Frigate, cover addressed to “Act. Mid. Louis E. Fagan, U.S. Ship Constitution, Annapolis, Md.”, 

franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ dull red (26) and postmarked Philadelphia, Feb 16, 1861.   Estimate $150 - 200 

     
                                                                59                                                                                 60 
59  ) U.S.S. Cumberland, Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “Ship letter, U.S.S. ‘Cumberland’”, cover franked with 

a 3¢ dull red (26) tied by an incomplete Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s., Sep 11 (1861), to Fort Snelling, Minn.; upper left 
corner of stamp nicked, F.-V.F.  A very scarce Civil War Cumberland ship letter.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Cumberland, a sail-only frigate, was launched in November 1842 and served as Flagship for the Pacific, European 
and Home Squadrons. She was Perry’s Flagship during the Mexican-American War. She was rammed and sunk in an 
engagement with the Confederate ironclad C.S.S. Virginia (formerly the U.S.S. Merrimack) at Newport News, Va., on 
March 8, 1862. The engagement, on the first day of the Battle of Hampton Roads, is considered to be a turning point in the 
history of naval warfare, as it demonstrated the advantage of steam-powered, armored ships over sail-powered, wooden-
hulled ships.  

60  ) U.S.S. Curlew, Tinclad Stern-Wheel Gunboat, cover with printed endorsement “U.S. Steamer ‘Curlew’, Miss. 
Squadron” (Milgram 324), franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Cairo, Ill. target duplex, Apr 30, 1864, to Camden, 
O.; reduced slightly at the left, otherwise Very Fine.  Cairo, at the junction of the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers, was an 
important supply base for the Mississippi River Squadron.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Curlew, also known as Tinclad No. 12, was launched as the Florence at Pittsburgh in early 1862. She was purchased by 
the Navy in December 1862 and commissioned as the Curlew in February 1863. She operated as part of the Mississippi 
River Flotilla on the Mississippi and her tributaries, her eight howitzers making her ideal for bombardment of Confederate 
positions.  
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61                                                                                            62

61  ) U.S.S. Currituck, Screw Steamer, cover addressed to “Mr. I. Cohen, Hospital Steward on the U.S.S. Corrituck, [sic] 
Fort. Monroe, Old Point or Elsewhere”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Washington D.C. c.d.s., May 16, 1862, two 
months after the epic Monitor - Virginia engagement.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Currituck was launched in 1843 as the Seneca. She was purchased by the Navy in September 1861 and commissioned as the 
Currituck in February 1862. Her first assignment was to tow U.S.S. Monitor to Hampton Roads so that the revolutionary 
new ironclad could meet the threat of the Confederate ironclad, C.S.S. Virginia (formerly U.S.S. Merrimack). She spent the 
remainder of the war as part of the Potomac River Flotilla, convoying transports and hospital boats from Fredericksburg, 
Va., and also managing to take ten blockade-runners during the same period.  

62  ) U.S.S. Essex, Ironclad River Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “Ship Letter, USS Essex, June 28, 
63” and handstamped with a partial “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” in circle and sent to Weymouth Landing, Mass., F.-V.F.
   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Essex was launched as the New Era in 1856. In 1861 she was acquired by the Army and outfitted as a timberclad gunboat 
and joined General Foote’s Western Gunboat Flotilla, taking part in a Cumberland River expedition. Shortly thereafter she 
was renamed USS Essex and was refitted with iron armor and various other upgrades. In February 1862 she took part in 
the attack on Fort Henry, Tennessee. In October 1862 she was transferred from the Army to the Navy and took part in the 
capture of Fort Hudson and was part of the Red River Campaign.  

63  
63  ) U.S.S. Florida, Side-Wheel Steamer, Lady Liberty & George Washington Shield patriotic cover with “The War 

for the Union”  (Weiss FP-GW 129, verse 2386) with manuscript endorsement “U.S. Steamer Florida, Ship Letter” 
at the upper right, handstamped “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” and sent to Philadelphia; reduced slightly at the right, F.-V.F. 
   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Florida was acquired by the Navy in October 1861 and converted to a cruiser. She was assigned to the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron and participated in the operations that took Port Royal and positions in northern Florida and Georgia. 
She was later assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, where she was successful in the capture or destruction 
of several blockade-runners.  
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                                                         64                                                                                             65 
64  ) U.S.S. Fort Donelson, Side-Wheel Steamer, cover addressed to “Dr. Max G. Raffler(?), S.S. ‘Fort Donelson’, New Inlet 

off Fort Fisher, N.C.”, franked with a cork-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked Old Point Comfort, Va., Feb 23 (1865); 
include the original letter datelined “U S S Newbern, Hampton Roads 23 Feby 1865”, F.-V.F.  A very scarce ship-to-ship 
letter.    Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Fort Donelson was originally the British merchant steamer Giraffe, launched in May 1860 to serve as a blockade-runner. 
She was acquired by the Confederate Navy, renamed Robert E. Lee, and made her first voyage in January 1863 and 
established a near-legendary reputation as a blockade-runner, making 21 successful voyages in ten months. She was 
finally captured on her 22nd voyage in November 1863. She was then purchased by the Union Navy from a Boston Prize 
Court and, in June 1864, recommissioned U.S.S. Fort Donelson, joining the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron for the 
remainder of the war.  

 
65  ) U.S.S. Galena, Ironclad Corvette, cover addressed to “Lieut. James Parker, U.S. Steamer ‘Galena’, Old Point Comfort, 

Virginia”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a Newark, N.J. c.d.s., Mar 9, 1863, F.-V.F.
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Galena was commissioned in April 1862 as one of three ironclads built to combat the C.S.S. Virginia. She joined the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron, but her armor was found to be too thin to prevent Confederate shots from penetrating. 
Regarded as a failure, she was reconstructed as a wooden-hulled screw steamer without most of her armor in 1863 and 
transferred to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron, participating in the Battle of Mobile Bay and subsequent siege of 
Fort Morgan in August 1864. She was briefly transferred to the East Gulf Blockading Squadron, then, after repairs in 
November, she rejoined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron in March 1865.  

66  
66  ) U.S.S. Gamma, Screw Tug, cover addressed to “Henry F. Curtis, Act. Ens., Comdg. U.S.S. Gamma No. 3, Trents Reach, 

James River, Va.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) neatly tied by a mostly clear Kennebunk, Me. c.d.s., Feb 7 (1865); 
unobtrusive central spindle hole, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Gamma was a small steamer built in 1863 as steamer R. F. Loper. She was acquired by the Navy in June 1864 and renamed 
Gamma, though also referred to as Tug Number 3 and Picket Boat Number 3. She was deployed as a picket on the James 
River and the Carolina Sounds.  
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                                                           67                                                                                           68 
67  ) U.S.S. Geranium, Converted Tug Gunboat, exceptionally clean cover addressed to “George E. Norris, Act. 3rd Asst. 

Engineer, U.S. Str. Geranium, Port Royal”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a light Mar 10 
Chelsea, Mass. c.d.s.; reduced slightly at the right, Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Geranium (ex John A. Dix), with a complement of 39 to 45, was commissioned in 1863 and joined the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron. She served as a picket, dispatch and light supply ship. She participated in operations on Bull’s Bay 
and diversionary amphibious operations that hastened the evacuation of Charleston.  

68  ) U.S.S. Geranium, Converted Tug Gunboat, cover addressed to “Mr. George E. Norris, Act. 3rd Asst. Engineer, U.S. 
Str. Geranium, Port Royal, S.C.”, franked with two 3¢ rose (65) with segmented cork cancels; docketed “Nov 13” with 
complete details of the letter [not present] in pencil on the reverse; one stamp missing a corner, otherwise F.-V.F.  
   Estimate $150 - 200 

69  
69  ) U.S.S. Harriet Lane, Converted Side-Wheel Revenue Cutter, Lady Liberty & George Washington Shield patriotic 

cover with “The War for the Union” (Weiss E-L 277) with manuscript endorsement “From the U.S. Steamer Harriet 
Lane”, postmarked with a clear “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” in circle and sent to Philadelphia; major edge wear, about Fine.
   Estimate $500 - 750 
 
Harriet Lane, with a complement of 100, was a converted revenue cutter transferred to the Navy. She fired the first shot of 
the Naval War April 11, 1861, off Charleston. She served as a mortar boat at New Orleans. On January 1, 1863, she was 
captured at Galveston Bay.  
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70  
70  ) U.S.S. Hartford, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “From USS Hartford” with additional manuscript 

“Per Steamer ‘Rhode Island” and handstamped “Due 3” and “SHIP” with a bold Philadelphia c.d.s., May 21, 1862, to 
General Wayne, Pa.; edge wear, about Fine.  A rare two-ship cover, the Navy supply ship Rhode Island carrying mail from 
the sloop-of-war, Hartford, only a few weeks after the capture of New Orleans.    Estimate $150 - 200 
 
At the outbreak of the war the Hartford was ordered home and in December of 1861, she was fitted out for wartime service 
and departed from Delaware on January 28, 1862. She served as the flagship of Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron. She dodged a run by the ironclad Manassas and then was grounded near Fort St. Phillip. She fought there 
and was included at the Battle of New Orleans. On March 14, 1863, she, along with six other ships, attempted to run the 
batteries at Port Hudson, with only the Hartford and Albatross succeeding. Thereafter they patrolled between Port Hudson 
and Vicksburg, denying the Confederacy the help of much-needed supplies from the west. She led the Battle of Mobile 
Bay as Farragut’s flagship with four ironclad monitors and 14 wooden vessels. Twelve sailors were awarded the Medal of 
Honor for service in this battle. In December of 1864 she returned to New York for repairs and in July of 1865 she became 
the flagship for the Asiatic Squadron and served until 1868. She was recommssioned to serve the Asiatic Squadron in 1872 
and served there until 1875. In 1882 she served as flagship of the North Atlantic Squadron until March 1884. She then 
cruised in the Pacific until decommissioning in 1887 at Mare Island, California, for apprentice sea-training use. She was 
rebuilt and recommissioned in October 1899, then transferred to the Atlantic coast to be used for a training and cruise ship 
for midshipmen until October 1912, when she was transferred to Charleston for use as a station ship. She was placed out 
of commssion in 1926 and eventually towed to Norfolk Navy Yard where she sank at her berth.  

71  
71  ) U.S.S. Housatonic, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U. S. S. Housatonic” franked with a pair of 

3¢ rose (65) tied two strikes of the scarce undated double-circle “U.S. SHIP” with fleuron (Milgram SH-17), Very 
Fine.  According to Milgram, there are fewer than 25 recorded examples of this particular “U.S. SHIP” handstamp. 
   Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
 
Housatonic, with a complement of 160, was commissioned in August 1862 and assigned to the South Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron. She operated with the outer Charleston harbor blockade and participated in attacks on Charleston. On February 
17, 1864, she became the first ship sunk by a submarine.  



 The “Patrick” Collection of Naval Militaria, History & Related

25Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions LLC www.kelleherauctions.com Sale 746 - November 18, 2020

72  
72  ) U.S.S. Housatonic, Steam Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U. S. S. Housatonic” franked with a pair of 3¢ rose 

(65) tied by two New York grid duplexes, Nov 19, 1863, to Williamsburgh, L. Island (New York), Very Fine.  
   Estimate $500 - 750 

73  
73  ) U.S.S. Housatonic, Screw Sloop, cover with manuscript endorsement “U. S. S. Housatonic” franked with a 3¢ rose (65) 

tied by a New York circle-of-wedges duplex, Dec 15, 1862, to Wickford, R.I., F.-V.F.   Estimate $500 - 750 

74  
74  ) U.S.S. Hunchback, Side-Wheel Gunboat, small Lady Liberty with Shield patriotic cover (Weiss F-ST 57a) with 

manuscript endorsement “Naval letter, U S Stea. Hunchback, Richard Pasquell, Executive Officer”, postmarked with a 
clear New Bern, N.C. c.d.s., Feb 19, 1863 and a bold handstamped “3”, to Boston; address somewhat faded, still Very 
Fine.   Estimate $350 - 500 
 
Hunchback was a side-wheel New York City ferry with a complement of 125. She was purchased in 1861 and converted 
to a gunboat. Very active in the early operations in the Albemarle and Pamlico Sounds, she played an important role in 
the capture of New Bern.  
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A VERY RARE PRINTED NAVAL SHIP’S ENDORSEMENT. 

75  
75  ) U.S.S. Itasca, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, cover with printed endorsement “Naval letter, U.S. Gun Boat ‘Itasca,’ Executive 

Officer.”, franked with a cork-canceled 3¢ rose (65) tied by an incomplete Key West, Fla. c.d.s. with an illegible date, 
to Great Falls, N.H.; reduced somewhat at the right, otherwise Very Fine.  The printed Executive Officer’s endorsement 
negated the need for postage, but a stamp was used anyway.    Estimate $3,500 - 5,000 
 
Itasca was assigned to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron with a complement of 114. At New Orleans she served the 
chain blockading Farragut’s fleet. She participated in the Lower Mississippi River Campaign, Galveston Blockade and 
Mobile Bay. 

 

     
                                                               76                                                                             77 
76  ) U.S.S. James L. Davis, Bark, cover addressed to “Act. Asst. Surgeon, J.F. Alleyne Adams, U.S.S. ‘Jas. L. Davis’, East 

Gulf Squadron, Key West, Florida” franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a mostly clear Portland, Me. target duplex, Aug 
25, 1864, and with a clear “DUE/6” handstamp, F.-V.F.  Apparently the letter was over half an ounce, requiring another 
3¢ postage, and was charged a 2x3¢ penalty.    Estimate $150 - 200 
 
James L. Davis was a bark-rigged, wooden sailing vessel used by the Navy to patrole navigable waterways of the South. 
She arrived in Cedar Keys, Florida, in March 1862. During her time with the East Gulf Blockading Squadron she served 
as a blockader, supply ship, troop-landing vessel and conducted raids on salt works. 

77  ) U.S.S. Katahdin, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, cover addressed to “Ensign George A. Wauner, Gun-boat Katardin [sic] New 
Orleans, La.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a partial five-point star-in-circle and postmarked with a Duxbury, Mass. 
c.d.s., May 16 (1862), F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Katahdin, with a complement of 114, passed the forts at New Orleans with Farragut and served on the lower Mississippi. 
Later she operated on the Texas coast. She was decommissioned in July 1865.  
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                                                                  78                                                                             79 
78  ) U.S.S. Kearsarge, Screw Sloop of War, cover from station off the Azores via London, England with small manuscript 

endorsement “From U.S.S. Kearsarge”, postmarked on the reverse with a red London c.d.s., Sep 9, 1863 with a red 
straightline “PACKET LETTER”, rated “12/CENTS” Azores to Great Britain, plus 16¢ transatlantic and 5¢ U.S. inland 
totaling “33” (pence handstamp) or “U.S. NOTES/45” (handstamp) with a Sep 22 “New York Am. Pkt.” c.d.s.; addressed 
to South Braintree, Mass. and “forwarded” (manuscript) to Plymouth with 3¢ forwarding added to the 45¢, making the 
addressee liable for “Due 48 cts” (manuscript); a fabulous transatlantic Civil War naval ship cover, though with major 
edge wear and some repairing at the right.   Estimate $350 - 500 
 
Kearsarge was best known for her defeat of the Confederate Commerce raider Alabama. She was built in 1861 under the 
American Civil War emergency ship building program, launching on September 11, 1861, and commissioned on January 
24, 1862, with Captain Charles Pickering in command.  

79  ) U.S.S. Kensington, Screw Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “Naval letter from U. S. Str. Kensington”, 
franked with a target-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked New Orleans, Feb 20, 1863, to Milton Mills, N.H., docketed 
as received Mar 5, F.-V.F.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Kensington served from February 1862 to May 1865 with a crew of 72. She was a water supply ship and resupplied 
Farragut at New Orleans, as well as to blockaders off Texas and Louisiana. She also served as a bombardment ship and 
took or participated in the taking of nine blockade-runners.  

     
                                                                     80                                                                  81  
80  ) U.S.S. Lodona, Screw Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “U. S. S. ‘Lodona’” franked with a pair of 3¢ rose 

(65) tied by two Oct 9 New York grid duplexes, to Williamsburgh, L. I., N.Y.; reduced just a hair at the right, Very Fine.
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Lodona was a British steamer that was captured attempting to run the Union blockade in August 1862. She was acquired 
by the Navy the next month and commissioned in January 1863, joining the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and 
decommissioned in May 1865.  

81  ) U.S.S. Louisiana, Steel-Hull Screw Steamer, five-page letter datelined “Gun Boat Louisiana, in Pamplico [Pamlico] 
Sound N.C., July 25, 1864”, from a 2nd Asst. Engineer, Hiram Parker, Jr., to his father in Pottsville, Pa., mentioning briefly 
Jubal Early’s July 1864 raid on Washington and noting that they had “picked up 8 refugees men & boys who wished to 
leave rebeldom & escape the Conscription.” and ”The rebs are taking every male person between 16 & 60 & putting them 
into the ranks”; the cover is franked with a 3¢ rose (63) tied by a fancy four-point star-in-circle with a partial New York 
c.d.s., Aug 8, 1864 alongside; cover front & back are separated, the stamp is damaged pre-use and there is a bit of toning, 
about Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Commissioned in 1861 with a complement of 85, Louisiana was assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She 
was stripped, packed with explosives and detonated in front of Fort Fisher. As experts predicted, there was little effect on 
the fort.  
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                                                              82                                                                                 83 
82  ) U.S.S. Marblehead, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “Naval letter, G C ( ...?), 1st Lieut., 

Gun boat Marblehead”, postmarked with straightline “U. S. SHIP” and “Due 6” handstamps and a mostly complete 
Philadelphia c.d.s., Jan 5, 1863, to Benton, N.J.; reduced slightly at the left and ink smeared during endorsing/addressing, 
otherwise Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Marblehead, with a complement of 114, served blockade duty with the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron from 1861 to 
mid-1864 when she was assigned a Naval Academy Training Ship. For the remainder of the war she alternated between 
the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron duties and as a training ship.  

 
83  ) S.S. Marcia Greenleaf, Brig, cover addressed to “Lieut. John N. Partridge, Co. D. 24th Re’t. Mass. Vols., Gen. Burnside’s 

Division, Care Storeship ‘Marcia Greenleaf’, Old Point Comfort, Va.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a small boxed 
“PAID” and postmarked with a red Boston c.d.s., Apr 28 (1862); small nick at the top edge, F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Marcia Greenleaf was a store ship leased for 11 months to support the Peninsula Campaign. She was named for the 
owner’s wife, who lived on board and witnessed the Monitor and Virginia engagement. After her husband’s death, she 
moved to Arizona where she served as Post Master at Fort Apache for the last 15 years of her life.  

84  
84  ) U.S.S. Massachusetts, Steel-Hull Screw Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “From Steamer Massachusetts” 

postmarked with a mostly clear “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” in circle, to Taunton, Mass.; dated in pencil on the reverse “11/26/61”, 
Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Massachusetts, with a complement of 112, drove the Confederates from Ship Island and secured it as the Navy’s West 
Gulf operational base. She was Fort Massachusetts’ namesake.  

Kelleher offers telephone bidding during the auction for clients on a priority
basis, so please call us to arrange for phone bidding as soon as possible.
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85  
85  ) U.S.S. Mercedita, Screw Steamer Gunboat, illustrated cover with printed endorsement “Ship’s Letter, U.S.S. Mercedita” 

and a three-color Patriotic illustration of  Mercedita  flying the Colors and a “Mercedita” pennant; postmarked with a 
clear New York c.d.s., Dec 15, 1862, and a manuscript “Due 3”; reduced slightly at the right with several opening tears at 
the top.  One of three different styles of printed covers from Mercedita, this one illustrated in an article by Richard Graham 
in the February 1989 issue of The Chronicle.    Estimate $1,500 - 2,000 
 
Mercedita was commissioned December 8, 1861, and joined the Gulf Blockading Squadron. She destroyed Confederate 
batteries at St. Vincent Island, FL, and worked with the Sagamore to cature Apalachicola. She then captured blockade 
runner Bermuda and schooners Victoria and Ida. She then transferred to the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron and 
served on the blockade of Charleston until the end of January 1863. In April of that year she joined the West Indies 
Squadron to escort California steamers and later joined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron operating in Beaufort, 
NC, for the remainder of 1864. She joined the West Gulf Squadron in March of 1865 and was then decommissioned and 
sold in late 1865.  

     
                                                                    86                                                                                87 
86  ) U.S.S. Miami, Side-Wheel Gunboat, Flag & Cannon patriotic cover with “BABY WAKER” patriotic cover (Weiss F-R 

400) with manuscript endorsement “From USS Gun Boat Miami”, postmarked large blue crayon “3” and handstamped 
oblong-boxed “SHIP” & “3”, to Philadelphia; reduced somewhat at the right with a slightly repaired edge plus a light 
central file fold, F.-V.F. appearance.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Miami, with a complement of 134, took part in the Battle of New Orleans and the investment of Vicksburg before transfer 
to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She was the flagship for the fleet at Roanoke Island and finished the war on 
the James River supporting Grant’s drive on Richmond.  

87  ) U.S.S. Mingoe, Double-Ended, Side-Wheel, Ironclad Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. ‘Mingoe’”, 
franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a four-point star-in-circle and an incomplete New-York c.d.s., to Williamsburgh, L.I., 
N.Y.; reduced slightly at the right, F.-V.F.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Mingoe, with a complement of 137, was commissioned less than one year serving blockade duty off Charleston and on the 
St. John’s River with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron.  
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                                                            88                                                                                   89 
88  ) U.S.S. Mingoe, Double-Ended, Side-Wheel, Ironclad Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. 

‘Mingoe’”, franked with a cork-canceled pair of 3¢ rose (65) very faint, incomplete (Mar 12?) New York c.d.s. alongside, 
to Williamsburgh, L.I., N.Y., Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 

 
89  ) U.S.S. Mississippi, Side-Wheel Frigate, Flag and “Long May It Wave” patriotic cover (Weiss F-R 87) with manuscript 

endorsement “From U S Frigate Mississippi”, postmarked with a clear “New-York Ship Letter/ 5/ Jun/ 26” c.d.s., indicating 
carriage by a non-contract ship, to Abington, Mass.; opening tears at the top, otherwise Very Fine.   Estimate $350 - 500 
 
Mississippi was Commodore Mathew Perry’s flagship for his historic mission to open Japan. At New Orleans, after 
passing Forts Jackson and St. Phillip, she ran the Conderate Ram Manassas ashore, wrecking her with two broadsides. 
She was ordered upriver for the operations against Port Hudson, where she grounded and was fired by her crew to prevent 
capture.  

     
                                                         90                                                                                       91 
90  ) U.S.S. Mississippi, Side-Wheel Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “From U S Frigate Mississippi”, postmarked 

with a clear “U.S. SHIP/3 cts.” oval due handstamp, to Abington, Mass.; reduced somewhat at the left with a small tear at 
the bottom; minor back damage, otherwise Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 

 
91  ) U.S.S. Montauk, Passaic-Class Monitor, cover with manuscript endorsement “Naval Letter” and “From U.S. Iron Clad 

‘Montauk’”, handstamped “DUE/6” in circle with a Feb 24 Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s., to Washington D.C.; reduced a 
bit with a small tear at the right and a slightly rounded upper right corner, F.-V.F.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Montauk was one of Du Pont’s Ironclads that attacked the forts in Charleston harbor. With Captain John Worden 
commanding, she destroyed the raider Rattlesnake. She served as a floting bier for assassin John Wilkes Booth on 
April 27, 1865, and a floating prison for six accomplices.  

Please Visit Our Website
www.kelleherauctions.com

You can view images of every lot, bid directly online and search for what you’re looking for.
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                                                                    92                                                                                 93 
92  ) U.S.S. Neptune, Screw Steamer, 3¢ pink entire (U59) with manuscript endorsement “U.S. Steamer Neptune”, canceled 

with straightline “SHI(P)” and “Due 6 cts.” handstamps and a red Apr 27 c.d.s., to Mohigan, R.I.; reduced at the right, 
F.-V.F.  Postage should have been 3¢ to Boston plus 3¢ inland; the underpayment of 3¢ was doubled as a penalty. 
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Neptune was commissioned in January 1864 with a complement of 173. She was assigned to the West Indies Squadron 
and primarily served convoying steamers bound to and from California.  

93  ) U.S.S. Niagara, Screw Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. Flag Ship Niagara, Key West July 25th”, 
handstamped straightline “SHIP” with manuscript “3” and postmarked with a Philadelphia octagonal datestamp, Aug 5, 
1861, to Kingston, R.I., Very Fine.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Prior to the war Niagara participated in laying the first Trans-Atlantic Cable. She served as flagship for the Gulf Blockading 
Squadron, then the East Gulf Blockading Squadron until June 1862. After refit, she patrolled for CSA warships outfitting 
in Europe. In 1864-65 she was stationed out of Antwerp, Belgium, searching the English Channel and Bay of Biscay for 
raiders. She captured the Georgia in August 1864.  

     
                                                               94                                                                                95 
94  ) U.S.S. Niagara, Screw Frigate, cover addressed to “Mr. Brevill Melins, U S Frigate Niagara, Antwerp, Belgium, in care 

of the American Conns”  franked with four 10¢ green & a 2¢ black (68, 73), pen canceled, the 2¢ tied by a red “NEW 
PAID YORK/24” c.d.s., Dec 31 (1864), three of the four 10¢ by a manuscript “10” rate; with a French entry c.d.s. (Jan 13) 
and a faded boxed “P.D.”; forwarded to Vlissingen, Holland with France par Mous, Antwerp & Vlissingen backstamps, 
the last very faint; 2¢ stamp with a small tear, cover with some soiling (heavier on the reverse), Fine.  42¢ was the rate for 
a half-ounce letter to Belgium via France.    Estimate $200 - 300 

95  ) U.S.S. Octorara, Double-End Side-Wheel Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. Octorara, Mobile Bay” 
and “Politeness of Mr. J.H. Chapman” to Mrs. R.B. Plotts in New Orleans; there are no postal markings, thus indicating 
that the cover was probably hand-carried by Mr. Chapman, F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200.  
 
The family correspondence of naval engineer, Rezeau B. Plotts, is well known. This letter was written sometime after 
Octarara’s participation in the Battle of Mobile Bay, August 5, 1864. She continued to operate in and around Mobile until 
July 1865, firing on fortifications and taking part in the capture of the city on April 12, 1865.  
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                                                             96                                                                                      97 
96  ) U.S.S. Octorara, Double-End Side-Wheel Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “U.S.S. Octorara, Mobile Bay” 

to Mrs. R.B. Plotts in New Orleans, “Care of Philip P. Eastwick U.S.N., Fleet Engineers Office”; the lack of postal markings 
suggests that the cover was hand-carried, perhaps with other dispatches; most of top flap missing, F.-V.F.  
   Estimate $150 - 200 

 
97  ) U.S.S. Ohio, Ship of the Line, colorless embossed corner card “U.S. REC’G. SHIP OHIO/PAYMASTER’S DEPT./

OFFICIAL BUSINESS” on an exceptionally clean cover to “A. A. Surgeon, D.P. Goodhue, U.S. Recg Ship Ohio, Navy 
Yard, New York”, franked with a neatly grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a clear red Charlestown, Mass. 
c.d.s., Feb 1, 1864, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Ohio was launched in 1820 but not placed in service until 1838. She served in the Mexican-American war and briefly as 
flagship of the Pacific Squadron. She spent most of her career as the receiving ship at Boston Naval Yard. Her size made 
her well-suited for the role.  

     
                                                             98                                                                                     99 
98  ) U.S.S. Patroon, Screw Steamer, cover addressed to “Saml. G. Hayter, Masters Mate, U.S. Steamer Patroon, St. Johns 

River, Flo., South Atlantic Blockading Squadron” and “If gone elsewhere please forward”; franked with 1¢ blue & 
3¢ rose (63, 65) (the 1¢ for Carrier pick-up) tied by a partial Aug New York target duplex; opened roughly at the left, 
damaging the 3¢ stamp, otherwise Fine.  A very rare cover due to the fact that the Patroon carried a crew of only 49 and 
was in service for just eight months, Ex-Walske.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Patroon was commissioned in March 1862 and served the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron off the St. John’s River in 
Florida. She was plagued by leaking and a range of other problems and was sent north. After only eight months of service 
she was decommissioned in Philadelphia in November, at which time Masters Mate Hayter also resigned from the Navy.  

 
99  ) U.S.S. Penobscot, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, cover with manuscript endorsement “U. S. Gunboat Penobscot” and “New 

Orleans, May 1864”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a New Orleans target duplex, May 17 ’64, to Philadelphia and 
handstamped “DUE/6” in circle, Very Fine.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Penobscot, with a crew of 114, was initially assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron but in late 1863 she was 
transferred to the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. She primarily operated along the Texas coast, including off Matagorda, 
Mexico, and Galveston Bay to as far as Aransas Pass.  
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                                                                   100                                                                     101 
100  ) U.S.S. Philadelphia, Side-Wheel Steamer, cover from Philadelphia to New York postmarked bold straightline “U.S. 

SHIP” with a four-page letter datelined “U.S Ship Philadelphia, Sep 3” and signed “W.A. Wilson, U.S. Flag Steamer 
Philadelphia, Port Royal, S.C.”; cover franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and Philadelphia c.d.s., Sep 16, 1864. 
The letter is written in pencil, some of it very light and difficult to read, but in it Wilson talks about preferring not to seek 
a promotion to Masters Mate because the pay is too small and because “Admiral Dahgren and the Fleet Doct Johnson 
have promised to do some thing for me.” And he notes that Beaufort, S.C. is “the prettiest and nicest city I ever was in” 
but that the handsome houses and hotels are all deserted and “there is nobody there but Nigers and soldiers”, Very Fine.
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Philadelphia was a trading vessel with a complement of only 24 operating on the Upper Potomac until seized at the 
outbreak of the war and outfitted as a Naval ship. She operated on the Potomac River as a supply ship, ordinance transport 
ship and troop transport until transferred to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She was then transferred to the South 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron where she served as its flagship under Rear Admiral Dahlgren from August 1863 through 
1865. In 1863 she participated in the operations against Charleston.  

 
101  ) U.S.S. Potomac, Frigate, cover addressed to “Nathaniel T. Hamlin, U. S. Ship Potomac, Pensacola, Fla.”, franked with 

a neatly cork-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a red Boston c.d.s., Nov 6 (1864); includes a five-page family 
letter in which the recipient’s sister writes “of the coming election. It appears that one party are determined to elect 
Lincoln while another are bent on McLellan [sic] and the consequence is that the Military have been called out to guard 
the public buildings. The Police force have been doubled and every thing put in readiness for a defense”; cover with a 
few opening tears at the top with top flap missing, otherwise F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Potomac, with a complement of 480, was commissioned in 1830. She served with the Pacific and Brazilian Squadrons 
before becoming the flagship of the Home Squadron. At the start of the war she was assigned to the Gulf Blockading 
Squadron, later becoming a store ship, and then the receiving ship for the East Gulf Blockading Squadron at Pensacola.  

     
                                                                        102                                                             103 
102  ) U.S.S. Powhatan, Steam Frigate, cover with manuscript endorsement “From U.S.F.S. Powhatan”, franked with a 10¢ 

green (68) tied by a light undated circle “N. YORK/STEAMSHIP”, to Lawrence, Mass., Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Powhatan was one of the Navy’s most powerful ships. In 1861 under the command of Lt. David Dixon Porter, she assisted 
in the relief of Fort Pickens, Florida. She participated in the reduction of Fort Fisher December 24-25, 1864, and its 
capture January 13-15, 1865.  

103  ) U.S.S. Pursuit, Bark, cover addressed to “Henri Batchelder, U.S. Barque Pursuit, St Josephs Bay, Florida, Care Naval 
Lyceum, Brooklyn, N.Y.”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with an Aug 8 Holliston, Mass. c.d.s.; 
the cover apparently went to Brooklyn first and was handstamped with a small oblong-boxed “FORWARDED” and “DUE 
3”, then there is a Sep 1, 1862(?) Port Royal, S.C. c.d.s., a Sep 17 “ADVERTISED” oval, a “CANNOT BE FOUND” 
straightline and, finally, a Dec 16 New York backstamp, F.-V.F. and most unusual.   Estimate $250 - 350 
 
Pursuit, with a complement of 100, was a barque acquired in 1861. She operated on the east coast of Florida as far as Cuba 
performing blockade operations.  
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104  
104  ) U.S.S. Rachel Seaman, Schooner Gunboat, George Washington on Horseback with Flag and “’Imitate Him!’ ‘Be a 

Patriot!’” patriotic cover (Weiss FP-GW 84 with an unlisted verse) with manuscript endorsement “Naval letter, Gunboat 
R. Seaman, Q.A. Hooper, Comm”, postmarked with a mostly clear “U.S. SHIP/3cts.” circle, to Philadelphia; reduced 
somewhat at the right, F.-V.F.  A somewhat unusual, properly certified sailor’s letter, actually signed by the commanding 
officer, as postal regulations required.    Estimate $600 - 800 
 
Rachel Seaman was used as a gunboat reporting to the Gulf Blockading Squadron, then the West Gulf Blockading 
Squadron. She primarily served blockade duty operating off the coast of Texas. She briefly operated off Mobile before 
returning to the Texas coast.  

     
                                             105                                                                                            106 
105  ) U.S.S. Red Rover, Side-Wheel Hospital Ship, cover addressed to “Symmes E. Browne, Ensign, Gunboat Signal, Western 

Flotilla, Cairo, Ill.” and redirected to “Hospital. Red. Rover, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Cincinnati grid duplex, 
May 26 (1863); backstamped with a large “RECEIVED/*CAIRO Ill*” c.d.s., May 28, 1863 and docketed “Recd, Red 
Rover, June 14, 1863”; reduced just a tad at the right, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Red Rover was the U.S. Navy’s first hospital ship and the first ship to have female nurses, forerunner of the Navy Nurses 
Corps. Fleet Surgeon Pinckney installed strict health standards on day-to-day activities as the ship treated more thant 2400 
patients. She provided medical support at Vicksburg.  

 
106  ) U.S.S. Rhode Island, Side-Wheel Steamer, small cover to Boston from Haiti with letter datelined “U.S. Str. Rhode 

Island, Cape Haitien, Thursday evening, Dec 31st ‘63”; cover postmarked with a New York “STEAMSHIP/20” circle and 
a small Jan 29 Boston receiver; the ten-page letter, written over a ten-day period, is from Naval doctor S. Gilbert Webber 
to his fiancée.   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Rhode Island was built in 1860 as the John P. King, then renamed Eagle in early 1861 after being partly destroyed by a 
fire. She was purchased by the Navy in June 1861 and commissioned as Rhode Island the following month. In December 
1862, she was detailed to tow the ironclad, U.S.S. Monitor, south from Hampton Roads, Va. to Port Royal, S.C. On the 
way the ships encountered a heavy storm and Monitor, with multiple underwater leaks, sank before her crew could be 
completely transferred to Rhode Island, taking four officers and 12 enlisted men with her. In January 1863 Rhode Island 
joined the West Indies Squadron.  
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                                                              107                                                                                108 
107  ) U.S.S. Roanoke, Ironclad Monitor, tiny cover with manuscript endorsement “Ship Letter Frigate ‘Roanoke’, No ( ...?)”, 

handstamped blue “DUE/3” in circle with a partial blue Baltimore c.d.s. Sep 8 (1864), to New York; includes the original 
note datelined “Fort Monroe, Va. Sep 7/64”, Very Fine.  When this was written, Roanoke had been converted to a Monitor, 
but apparently her crew still referred to her as a Frigate.    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Roanoke started life as a Merrimack steam frigate but after Hampton Roads was converted to a three-turret (one forward, 
two aft) ironclad Monitor. It was a bad conversion—the ship leaked badly and rolled so much as not to be able to fire 
at sea. The first test firing of her guns resulted in the dismounting of three of them. With a crew of 347, she served at 
Hampton Roads providing harbor protection.  

 
108  ) U.S.S. Saint Lawrence, Frigate, cover addressed to “Fleet Surgeon Harner, on board the U.S. Ship St. Lawrence, Keywest, 

Florida”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Philadelphia c.d.s., Mar 10, 1863, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
St. Lawrence served with the Atlantic and South Atlantic Blockading Squadrons before joining the North Atlantic 
Blockading Squadrons where, while grounded, she was one of the ships to engage Virginia at Hampton Roads on March 
9. Her weapons were no match for Virginia’s armor while she was holed just above the waterline. Virginia retired for the 
day with the intent of destroying her in the morning. In July 1862 she became the flagship of the East Gulf Blockading 
Squadron where she patrolled off the coast of Florida looking for blockade-runners operating between Cuba and the Gulf 
Coast. She continued in this capacity until an outbreak of Yellow Fever caused her to return north. In 1863 she was refit 
as an ordinance ship assigned to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron.  

109  
109  ) U.S.S. Saranac, Side-Wheel Sloop of War, cover with manuscript endorsement “From U.S. Stm’r ‘Saranac’, Pacific 

Squadron”, postmarked Vallejo, Cal. (Nov) 27 (1865) and franked with a 10¢ green (68) canceled with red circle-of-Vs; 
to Johnson, Vt.; includes the original letter datelined “Off San Francisco, U.S. Stm’r ‘Saranac’, Oct 1st 1864” from 
Ship’s Corporal, Richard Fisher, to his father, with excellent content about possible promotions and about his tours in 
Hong Kong, Shanghai, Canton, Ning Po and “up the Yiang Tse to Hangkow”, including, “After which I joined the Chinese 
Army ...and was employed by the Mandarine to take charge of and drill a quantity of Chinese in the manual exercise of 
small arms.” The cover also bears a small patriotic label: “The Union, - Northern Grit, will save it free.”, letter Very Fine.
   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Saranac was assigned to the Pacific Squadron protecting American commerce along the coast of California. She was 
tasked with searching for the raider CSS Shenandoah, the last belligerent of the war.  
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                                                              110                                                                                111 
110  ) U.S.S. Saranac, Side-Wheel Sloop of War, cover with manuscript endorsement “From U.S. Str. Saranac, Acapulco, 

Mex.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a straightline “STEAM/SHIP” with “Due7” and “7” handstamps, to Chelsea, 
Mass.; opening tears at the top, stamp slightly damaged, Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 

 
111  ) U.S.S. Satellite, Converted Tug Gunboat, Indian, Sailor & Shield patriotic cover in bronze (Weiss M-T 8a var.) with 

manuscript endorsement “U.S. Steamer Satellite Jan 19th”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a Jan 24 Washington D.C. 
c.d.s.; reduced somewhat at the right removing part of stamp, otherwise F.-V.F. Satellite was only in service for two years; 
that, when combined with the small size of her crew—and the fact that it’s on a patriotic envelope—makes this a very rare 
cover.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Satellite was commissioned in September 1861 with a complement of 43. She was assigned to the Potomac Flotilla 
supporting Army operations. She was captured and destroyed in August 1863.  

     
                                                             112                                                                                   113 
112  ) U.S.S. Sciota, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, Waving Flag with Liberty Cap patriotic cover with Everbell’s Sons imprint 

(Weiss F-R 304 var.) with manuscript endorsement “Ship letter, US Gunboat Sciota” postmarked straightline “SHIP” and 
“U.S. SHIP/3cts.” in circle, indicating it was first rated as a non-contract ship letter due 5¢ then reclassified as a sailor’s 
letter due 3¢; reduced slightly at the right, Very Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Sciota, with a complement of 114, was at New Orleans and took part in the lower Mississippi River operations. Afterwards 
she performed general blockade duties and had the infamous distinction of being sunk twice but successfully salvaged 
both times.  

113  ) U.S.S. Sebago, Side-Wheel Sloop, cover addressed to “Surgn T.M. Coan M.D., U.S. Steamer Sebago, West Gulf 
Blockading Squadron, New Orleans, La.”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by one of two strikes of a New York four-point 
star-in-circle duplex, Dec 14 (1864 - docketed as received “Jan. 6/65”), Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Sebago was commissioned in 1862 and supported the Peninsula campaign. She served with the North Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron and the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron before joining the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. She participated 
in the Battle of Mobile Bay.  
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114  
114  ) U.S.S. Southfield, Side-Wheel Gunboat, cover with small printed endorsement “NAVAL LETTER, U. S. STR. 

‘SOUTHFIELD’” (Milgram 1291), franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a blue Norfolk, Va. target duplex, Oct 14, 1863; 
with pre-printed address to “Mr. Henry M. Lowe, Rockport, Mass.”; small, light soiled spot at the top and bottom edges, 
otherwise Very Fine.   Estimate $500 - 750 
 
Southfield, with a complement of 61, was a converted ferry purchased in 1861. She operated in the Albemarle and Pamlico 
Sounds with the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron until sunk by the CSS Albemarle.  

     
                                                              115                                                                                    116 
115  ) U.S.S. Sumpter, Screw Steamer, cover with manuscript endorsement “Naval letter (signed) N.B. Juby, 1st Lieutenant, 

U.S. Steamer Sumpter”, postmarked with a straightline “Due 3” and a Jul 9 Port Royal, S.C. c.d.s., to East Wareham, 
Mass.; reduced slightly at the left, Very Fine.  The year would have been 1862, as she was assigned to the North 
Atlantic Blockading Squadron early in 1863. A rare cover due to her fairly small crew and her short term of service. 
   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Sumpter, with a complement of 64, participated at Fernandina, Florida, and operated off Charleston taking the British 
blockade runner Emil St. Pierre. In late 1862 she returned to the New York Shipyard and was then reassigned from the 
South Atlantic Blockading Squadron to the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron. On June 24, 1863, Sumpter collided 
with the Union transport U.S.S. General Meigs near the Smith Island lighthouse and sank, her entire crew being rescued 
by the U.S.S. Jamestown.  

116  ) U.S.S. Sweet Brier, Screw Tug, cover addressed to “Mr. Martin V. B. Darling, Act. 2nd Asst Engineer, U.S.S. Sweet Brier, 
Port Royal, S.C.”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a red Providence, R.I. c.d.s., May 30, 
1864; stamp with minor faults, Very Fine.  A very rare cover due to Sweet Brier’s small crew size and short term of service. 
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Sweet Brier, with a complement of 37, served in the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron from her commissioning in 1864 
until July 1865. She primarily operated off Charleston.  



 The “Patrick” Collection of Naval Militaria, History & Related

38 Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions LLC info@kelleherauctions.com Sale 746 - November 18, 2020

     
                                                     117                                                                                                 118 
117  ) U.S.S. Vincennes, Sloop, Lady Liberty & Flag patriotic cover (Weiss F-F 122) addressed to “Mr. Augustus O. Goodsoe, 

U.S. Sloop Vincennes, Gulf Squadron (In care of New York Naval Lyceum)”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) 
and postmarked with a neat Oct 7 Portsmouth, N.H. c.d.s.; reduced a bit irregularly at the right, otherwise Very Fine.
   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Vincennes had been Wilkes’ flagship for his Antarctic Surveying and Exploring Expedition. In the war she served blockade 
duty and commanded the blockade off Ship Island.  

 
118  ) U.S.S. Wabash, Colorado Class Screw Frigate, cover addressed to “George Clymer Esqr. M.D., U.S. Flag Ship Wabash, 

Hilton-Head, South Carolina” and “Via New York”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied by a weak Wellsboro, Pa. c.d.s., docketed 
“Recd. Off St. Augustine by the Keystone State from P.R. [Port Royal] March 12”; includes original 41/2-page letter from William 
B. Shubrick Clymer datelined Wellsboro, Feb 18, 1862, with the added half-sheet containing the “money quote”:  
”The only time I ever saw Jefferson Davis was in Ap. ‘46 in the Senate. You pointed him out to me. Crittenden called up 
a bill for cleaning obstructions at the mouth of Cumberland River.” ...“Davis opposed the bill. Calhoun replied in favor of 
it. Davis answered & Calhoun rejoined. I Thought Davis’s Constitutional objections very frivolous. He seemed a dwarf 
in the hands of Calhoun. I have never thought much of Davis since.” Very Fine.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Wabash was the flagship of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and spearheaded the assault on Port Royal. In 
December 1864 she rejoined the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron for the two battles of Fort fisher.

 

The well-known and extensive Clymer Correspondence documents the United States Navy during the early and mid-
nineteenth century, especially naval medicine, diplomacy, and rank. The bulk of the collection is housed in the Princeton 
University Library with very few examples being held in private hands.  

119  
119  ) U.S.S. Wabash, Colorado Class Screw Frigate, cover with printed endorsement “U. S .S. Wabash, N. A. B. Squadron”, 

franked with a cork-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a Dec 4 Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s., to New York City, 
Very Fine.  Quite rare; with a 1998 A.P.S. certificate.   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Wabash, with a complement of 672, was flagship of the Atlantic Blockading Squadron. She took part in the capture of 
Forts Hatteras and Clark. On October 29, 1861, she was designated the flagship of the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron 
and sailed south to spearhead the assault on Port Royal, which would be the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron’s new 
headquarters.  
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120  ) U.S.S. Wabash, Colorado Class Screw Frigate, 3¢ pink entire (U58) with manuscript endorsement “ U.S.S. Wabash” 

canceled with an Old Point Comfort, Va. c.d.s., Oct 29 (1861) - Wabash’s first day as Flagship of the South Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron - and addressed to Commodore P.F. ( ...)  Annapolis, Maryland; rough opening at the top affecting 
the endorsement, otherwise F.-V.F.  Postal stationery was not often used aboard ships; that, coupled with the significant 
date for Wabash, make this very rare indeed.    Estimate $150 - 200 

 
121  ) U.S.S. Wachusett, Screw Sloop, cover addressed to “Acting Master Fred D. Stuart, U.S. Flag Ship Wachusett, West 

India Squadron, Rear Admiral C. Wilkes Commanding, Care of U.S. Consul, Havana, Cuba”, franked with a 10¢ green 
(68) tied by an illegible town cancel with a red “New Paid York” c.d.s., Feb 2 (1862) and an oval “NA1” (1 real due) 
handstamp, backstamped Havana on Feb 10; reduced just a hair at the top, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Wachusett, with a complement of 123, was designated flagship of the West Indies Blockading Squadron in 1862. She 
searched for Alabama and Florida, capturing the latter in the neutral harbor of Bahia, Brazil, in 1864.  

     
                                                            122                                                                                     123 
122  ) U.S.S. Warren, Sloop of War, cover with manuscript endorsement “U S Ship Warren, Bay of Panama, U S of Columbia 

[sic]”, franked with a 10¢ green (68) tied by a “N. YORK/STEAMSHIP” circle with a handstamped “Due 10”, to Captain 
Thomas Brown, George Town, DC; reduced just a tad at the left, Very Fine.  This usage would have been between September 
1861 and January 1863 when Warren was sold. The 10¢ due reflects the 20¢ rate from Panama.    Estimate $350 - 500 
 
The fourth Warren launched in 1827. She started her career in the Mediterranean, successfully protecting American 
shipping. She served in the Brazilian, West Indies and Pacific squadrons, then became a Store Ship for the Pacific Fleet at 
the Bay of Panama in the 1850s.  

 
123  ) U.S.S. William G. Anderson, Bark, cover with manuscript endorsement “From USShip W.G. Anderson, West Gulf Blkdg 

Squadrn”, franked with a grid-canceled 3¢ rose (65) and postmark Old Point Comfort, Va., Oct 10 (faintly docketed at 
left “Aug.(?!) 26, 1862”); reduced just a tad at the left, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
William G. Anderson operated with the West Gulf Blockading Squadron. She captured the privateer Beauregard and took 
eight prize ships during the war. She was decommissioned in 1866 and sold.  
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                                                           124                                                                                         125 
124  ) U.S.S. Wissahickon, Unadilla-Class Gunboat, small cover with manuscript endorsement “From U.S.S. ‘Wissahickon’”, 

franked with a 3¢ rose (65) and postmarked with a straightline “U. S. SHIP”, to Taunton, Mass., the stamp tied by the 
fancy Shield killer of Taunton (Skinner-Eno PS-ST 18); “7/21/63” penciled date on reverse, F.-V.F.

   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Wissahickon participated in the capture of New Orleans, bombardment of Grand Gulf, and two runs past the Confederate 
fortifications commanding the river at Vicksburg.  

 
125  ) U.S.S. Young Rover, Bark, Sailor with Eagle, Flag & Shield and “The Pride of the Nation” patriotic cover (Weiss M-F 

72 var. - unlisted verse) with manuscript endorsement “from the U S S Yong [sic] Rover”, franked with a 3¢ rose (65) tied 
by a rimless Annapolis, Md. c.d.s., Mar 6 (1863); reduced just a bit at the right, F.-V.F.  Annapolis is an uncommon entry 
point for ship’s mail, but the date corresponds to the time Young Rover would have been in transit to Baltimore for repairs 
prior to joining the Potomac River Flotilla.    Estimate $500 - 750 
 
Young Rover, with a complement of 48, served with the East Gulf Blockading Squadron, the North Atlantic Blockading 
Squadron and the Potomac Flotilla. Her last assignment was guarding the approaches to Delaware Bay against Confederate 
raiders.  

CIVIL WAR POSTAL HISTORY: CONFEDERATE 

BLOCKADE COVERS 

126  
126  ) Blockade Mail - Outgoing, cover from the Locke Correspondence from Savannah to London and forwarded to Rome, 

Italy; sent under cover to Nassau, via the blockade-runner Hansa out of Wilmington, N.C., on Oct 19, then by British West 
Indies Line’s Corsica to New York where it was posted unpaid on Nov 16 and sent on Cunard’s Persia to Queenstown, 
arriving on Dec 11, and on to London (Dec 14); the cover was then redirected to Rome by way of Paris (Dec 15), arriving 
on Dec 21; multiple handstamped and manuscript rates; open on three sides, F.-V.F.  Walske/Trepel census number BO-
Nas-48, Ex-Walske; signed Kimbrough.   Estimate $1,500 - 2,000  
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127  
127  ) Blockade Mail - Incoming, small cover carried by the British blockade-runner Banshee, handstamped “SHIP” with 

a manuscript “12” (cents due), addressed to “Major Daniel E. Huger, Hendersonville, N. Carolina, C.S. America”, 
postmarked with a partial May 29 Wilmington, N.C. c.d.s. and endorsed “favoured by Capt. Stiles”; top flap missing, 
repaired tear at the top, Fine.  Capt. Stiles would have been a misidentification of Banshee’s Capt. Steele, making the year 
1863; signed Kimbrough.   Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
 
Banshee made seven successful blockade runs between the Caribbean and Wilmington before she was captured in November 
1863. She was purchased by the Navy from the New York Prize Court, converted to a Gunboat and commissioned U.S.S. 
Banshee in June 1864. She served in the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron and the Potomac River Flotilla.  

ADVERSITY COVERS 

128  
128  ) Twice-Used Adversity Cover, the first use is from Macon, Ga. to Mrs. John McIntosh Kell in Darien, Ga. and is franked 

in the upper right corner with a 10¢ light milky blue, stone Y (2e) tied by a partial Macon c.d.s. with a manuscript “Nov 
17” date; the second use is from Riceboro, Ga. to Mrs. Kell in Macon and is franked with a pair of 5¢ green, stone 2 
(1) tied by two undated Riceboro, Geo. circles, F.-V.F.  Most unusual having two usages on the same side of the cover. 
   Estimate $600 - 800 
 
John McIntosh Kell was 1st Lieutenant and Executive Officer of the commerce raider C.S.S. Alabama. He later served as 
Adjutant General of Georgia from 1887 until his death in 1900.  
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FLAG OF TRUCE COVERS 

129  
129  ) “By Flag of Truce”, manuscript endorsement on a folded letter datelined Charlotte, N.C., Christmas 1864, and franked 

with a pen-canceled 10¢ greenish blue and sent to Union-occupied Norfolk, Va.; the letter should have entered the U.S. 
Postal System at Old Point Comfort, Va., but is without the required U.S. stamp—most unusual; the letter, which is 
from H. Ashton Ramsey, Chief Engineer on the C.S.S. Virginia to his wife, lamenting their separation as she cares for 
her sick father; has some repaired internal separations, but is otherwise Fine and quite readable; signed P.A. Kaufmann.
   Estimate $750 - 1,000 
 
H. Aston Ramsey was the chief engineer on the USS Merrimack. With the war, he resigned his commission, joined the 
Confederate Navy and was intrumental in the conversion of Merrimack to CSS Virginia. He then served as her chief 
engineer. With the imminent fall of Norfolk, he was ordered to move the shipyard to Charlotte, NC, where he commanded 
the yard and the 1500 workers there.  

LETTERS & DOCUMENTS 

130  
130  ) Soldier’s Letter, wonderful five-page letter datelined “Magnuts Hill  May 1st 64”, written by Private J. A. Frierson, 

describing, in part, an engagement with “2 Gun Boats and 3 transports.” The lead gunboat passed but “we bursted the 
boiler of one transport so we captured her, we crippled another which the other Gun Boat towed up the River ...”; he also 
notes that nearly 200 “negroes” died from scalding when the boiler on the first transport burst and “we had fine fun (if so 
it might be termed) shooting the yankees as they would jump off the transport and move up the bank.”; includes the cover 
of transmittal to Kingston, La. endorsed “Private - J. Alison Frierson, Co. G. 27th Regt. La. Vol.”, franked with a pen-
canceled 5¢ blue (7) and postmarked with a clear May 6 Mansfield, La. c.d.s., Very Fine.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Commodore Thomas Selfridge in his report identifies the five boats as the gunboats Cricket, Juliet and Fort Hindmen 
with two transports, the Champion #3 and #5. Champion #3’s boiler exploded killing the captain and 193 others. The 
lead gunboat, Cricket, with Rear Admiral Porter on board suffered 60% casualties including the pilot. Porter took over 
under fire, guiding the severely damaged boat out of danger. The other gunboats were also heavily damaged by the 20 
Confederate artillery pieces. 
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                                                                       131                                                                    132 
131  ) Mississippi River Flotilla - Battle of Sabine Pass, letter datelined San Augustine (Texas), Oct 5, 1863, from one Samuel 

Wilson, recounting the battle, which took place a month earlier on Sep 8, the relevant passage, “We have had a fight 
latterly, at Sabine Pass, killed about 50 yankees & took 300 prisoners & two gun boats, & we never lost a man”; includes 
the cover of transmittal, franked with a pair of 5¢ Davis tied by an Oct 30 Canton, Miss. c.d.s. and addressed to Sunny 
Side P.O., Va.; cover missing bottom flap, both the cover and the letter with edge wear, Fine.  The cover was apparently 
hand-carried across the Mississippi and entered the mails at Canton.    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Sabine River Pass was the most lopsided Confederate victory of the war. Forty-four Confederate gunners who had been 
sent to the abandoned Fort Griffin as punishment defeated Banks’ expeditionary force of 5000 men, 18 transports and 
four gunboats. The Navy lost the gunboats Sachem and Clifton. Banks withdrew leaving 50 dead and 300 prisoners. The 
Confederates had no casualties.  

 
132  ) Folded Letter from New Orleans to Reus, Spain, July 2, 1861, datelined New Orleans and carried by Adams Express 

Co. to New York (no Express markings) where it was delivered to forwarding agents Galway, Casado & Teller (blue 
oval handstamp on the reverse) who took the letter to the Post Office and paid the NEW YORK Br. Pkt. rate (partial red 
Jul 17 c.d.s.); carried by Cunard’s Persia and backstamped London (Jul 27), handstamp “4.Rs.” due and backstamped 
Junquera (Jul 30) and Reus (Jul 31); letter is in Spanish and sent to the Director of Cotton Manufacturing in Reus, Very 
Fine.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Adams Express Co. normally put mail into the Post Office at Louisville, so Confederate mail from New Orleans through 
New York is quite rare.  

NAVAL SHIP COVERS 

133  
133  ) C.S.S. Palmetto State, Ironclad Ram, cover addressed to “Mr. A.T. Smythe, C. S. St P. State, Charleston, So Ca”, franked 

with a 10¢ blue (11) tied by a partial Richmond c.d.s. (Oct 15, 1863?); bit of paper clip rust at the top, F.-V.F.  Very rare. 
   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Palmetto State was a Richmond-Class ironclad Ram built in Charleston in 1862. These had a complement of 180 and 
were slow and difficult to steer. Her most notable action was ramming the Mercedita. She was sunk to prevent capture 
September 27, 1864. Augustine T. Smythe was a Signal Officer. He was present at the firing on Fort Sumter. 
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134  ) C.S.S. Palmetto State, Ironclad Ram, cover addressed to “A.Z. Smythe, Esq, Signal Officer ‘Palmetto State’, Charleston, 

So Ca”, franked with a 10¢ blue (11) tied by a partial blue Aug 23 Columbia, S.C. c.d.s., F.-V.F.  Very rare.
    Estimate $400 - 600 

 
Palmetto State was a Richmond-Class ironclad Ram built in Charleston in 1862. These had a complement of 180 and 
were slow and difficult to steer. Her most notable action was ramming the Mercedita. She was sunk to prevent capture on 
September 27, 1864.  

 
135  ) C.S.S. Wave, Side-Wheel Steamer, homemade cover addressed to “Capt. McKenny, of Steamer Wave, St. Martinville”, 

franked with a 5¢ blue (7) tied by a mostly clear New Iberia, La. c.d.s., Feb 18 (1865), endorsed “O.B.” for Official 
Business and “pr. Laurie” (a Bayou Teche steamer?); unobtrusive central vertical file fold, F.-V.F.  A rare cover from the 
captured U.S.S. Wave, in the service of the Confederacy for only a few months. The 5¢ is either an underpayment of the 
normal 10¢ rate, or, since New Iberia and St. Martinville are only six miles apart and connected by the Bayou Teche, it 
may be an overpayment of 2¢ for a drop letter plus the 2¢ ship fee; with a 2003 C.S.A. certificate.   Estimate $400 - 600 
 
Wave (Tinclad 45) was ordered as Argosy 2. She entered service in early 1864 and served less than five months before being 
captured at Calcasieu River. She was refit as a cargo steamer and probably destroyed in 1865 by retreating Confederates.  

POST-CIVIL WAR SHIP COVERS

136  
136  ) U.S.S. Alaska, Sloop of War, cover with a purple handstamped “U. S. S. ALASKA” corner card, to West Philadelphia, Pa. 

and franked with a 5¢ blue (185) tied by a neat New York Station “I” duplex, Oct 16, 1881; minor opening flaws at the 
bottom, otherwise Very Fine, Ex-Knapp.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Alaska was commissioned in 1869 and sailed to the Far East where she joined the Asiatic Squadron in a visit to Korea to 
secure a treaty on opening the Kingdom to the West. She participated in the Battle of Ganghwa, helping to secure three 
Korean forts after they fired upon American vessels. She served in the European Squadron from 1873 to 1876 and the 
Pacific squadron from 1878 to 1883 and finally carried out hydrographic surveys and sounding of the Alaska Deep and 
Alaska Rise. She was decommissioned and sold in 1883.  
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137  ) U.S.S. Canandaigua, Screw Sloop, cover addressed to “Surgeon, Edward Shippen U.S.N., U.S. Ship ‘Canandaigua’” 

in care of Jno. Munroe & Co. in Paris, France, franked with 2¢, 3¢ & 10c 1861-66 Issues (73, 65, 68) tied by target 
cancels and postmarked Belvidere, N.J., Aug 10, 1866; there is a faint Aug 11 New York exchange office c.d.s., an Aug 
22 Calais entry c.d.s., and a boxed “PD”, all in red, and a faint Aug 25 Paris backstamp; the onion skin envelope is 
remarkably well-preserved, missing just a tiny piece of the upper left corner on the front, F.-V.F., and quite attractive. 
   Estimate $150 - 200 
 

Canandaigua served with the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron during the Civil War. She participated in the long series 
of attacks on positions in Charleston harbor during 1863 and 1864. From 1865 to 1869 she cruised with the European 
Station. She served in the West Indies and Gulf of Mexico with the North Atlantic Station from 1872 until 1875, when she 
was decommissioned.  

 
138  ) U.S.S. Hartford, Screw Sloop of War, cover addressed to “Lieut. Fred G. Hyde, U.S. Navy, U. S. Flag Ship Hartford, Care 

U. S. Consul, Rio Janeiro, Brazil”, franked with a pair of cork-canceled 5¢ blue (185) and postmarked Oakland, Cal., Feb 
27 (1879) with a red Mar 4 “London/Paid” transit c.d.s. and an Apr 14 Rio backstamp, Very Fine.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Hartford served admirably during the Civil War. In July 1865 she became the flagship of the Asiatic Squadron and served 
until 1868. She was recommissioned to join the Asiatic Squadron in 1872 and served there until 1875. In 1882 she became 
flagship of the North Atlantic Squadron, then cruised in the Pacific until decommissioning in 1887. She was rebuilt and 
recommissioned in October 1899, then transferred to the Atlantic coast to be used as a cruise ship for training midshipmen 
until October 1912 when she was transferred to Charleston, for use as a station ship. She was decommssioned in 1926 and 
eventually towed to Norfolk Navy Yard where she sank at her berth.  

139  
139  ) U.S.S. Hartford, Screw Sloop of War, blue double-lined circle handstamped corner card “U.S.SHIP./HARTFORD”, 

illustrated with a full-rigged three-masted ship on a small cover with manuscript endorsement “Ship’s Letter” and 
postmarked with a clear New York “Due/5/Cents” binocular handstamp, Dec 20, 1878, to Washington D.C. (to the wife 
of Lt Cmdr. (later Rear Admiral) Purnell Frederick Harrington) and backstamped with a purple Dec 21 “Carrier” c.d.s. An 
exceedingly rare illustrated ship’s handstamp.    Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
 
Hartford was the flagship of Farragut’s West Gulf Blockading Squadron at New Orleans, Mobile Bay and on the 
Mississippi up to Vicksburg. Twelve of her crewmen were awarded the Medal of Honor. She was flagship of the Asiatic 
Squadron from 1872 until 1875, the North Atlantic Squadron until March 1884, and in the Pacific until decommissioned 
in 1887. She was later rebuilt and recommissioned, serving variously as a training and cruise ship for midshipmen, and 
a station ship at Charleston. She was decommissioned 1926 and eventually towed to Norfolk Navy Yard where she sank 
at her berth.  
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140  ) U.S.S. Lancaster, Screw Sloop of War, blue “rope”-framed oval handstamp “U.S. FLAG-SHIP/LANCASTER/JUN 25 

1871” on a cover to New Haven, Ct. postmarked with a Jun 28 “N.Y. STEAMSHIP/10” c.d.s.; there is an additional, not-
quite-complete strike of the blue oval on the reverse; most of top flap missing with a small sealed tear at the top, F.-V.F.
   Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Lancaster was the flagship of the Pacific Squadron during the Civil War. After the war she served in the North Atlantic, 
then was flagship of the European Squadron from 1881 until 1889. In 1891 she served in the Far East on the Asiatic 
Squadron and in 1895 she was moved to the South Atlantic Squadron. In 1898, at the outbreak of the Spanish-American 
War, she was recommissioned to serve as a station ship at Key West. Later she served as a gunnery training ship, then as 
a receiving ship in Philadelphia and finally as a quarantine detention ship for U.S. Public Health.  

 
141  ) U.S.S. Louisville, City-Class Ironclad Gunboat, choice strike “STEAMER/VICKSBURG” blue boxed handstamp 

(Milgram 1413) on an exceptionally clean 3¢ pink entire (U58) to New Orleans, La., endorsed “Per Steamer ‘Vicksburg’” 
at the upper left, Very Fine, Ex-Hugh Feldman.   Estimate $500 - 750 
 
The steamer Vicksburg began life in 1861 as the U.S.S. Louisville. She was at Fort Donelson, Memphis, Vicksburg and 
the Red River. In July 1865 she was decommissioned and sold at public auction to Daniel T. Head, who renamed her 
Vicksburg and ran her between Vicksburg and New Orleans. She was destroyed by fire in July 1869.  

142  
142  ) U.S.S. Mayflower, Screw Tug, cover addressed to “Pay Master S. Rand U.S.N., U.S.S. ‘Mayflower’, Care American 

Consul, Vera Cruz, Mexico”, franked with a cork-canceled 10¢ 1869 Pictorial (116), postmarked Portsmouth, N.H., Dec 
27 (1870) and endorsed “Per Steamer from New York”; reduced slightly at the right, F.-V.F.  This letter was sent when 
Mayflower was surveying the isthmus at Tehuantepec, Mexico, for a possible inter-oceanic canal.    Estimate $300 - 400 
 
Mayflower was acquired by the U.S. Navy at the end of the American Civil War. She performed a variety of duties, 
including survey work along the New England and mid-Atlantic coasts of the United States and served as a dispatch ship. 
She led the expedition to Tehuantepec, Mexico, to survey the isthmus for a possible inter-oceanic canal. On completion 
of her official duties, she was recommissioned and issued to the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis for use as a 
training ship from 1876 to 1892.  
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143  ) U.S.S. Mohican, Screw Sloop of War, clear violet oval handstamped corner card “U.S.S., MOHICAN,/APR 30 1892” on 

a cover to Burlington, Vt., franked with a 2¢ carmine (220) tied by a very light May 1 Olympia, Wash. duplex with a May 
6 Burlington backstamp, F.-V.F.  A rare handstamped ship’s corner card.    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Mohican was commissioned in 1885 and spent her entire term of service in the Pacific, at one point surveying Easter 
Island for the Smithsonian Institution. She made two voyages to Hawaii to protect American interests during the Spanish-
American War. She ended her career as a station, receiving ship and sub tender in the Philippines until her decommissioning 
in 1921.  

144  ) U.S.S. Monocacy, Side-Wheel Gunboat, 1869 cover addressed to “1st Asst. Engineer, E.J. Whitaker U.S.N., U. S. 
Steamer Monocacy, Care of Thos. Hunt & Co., Hong Kong, China”, franked with a cork-canceled 10¢ green F. grill (96) 
and postmarked with a light Sep 10 Sackets Harbor, N.Y. c.d.s. and a red “San Francisco, Paid All, Oct 3” exchange office 
c.d.s.; reduced slightly at the left, F.-V.F.  This cover would have been carried from San Francisco on the Pacific Mail 
Steamship Company’s China, departing Oct. 4, 1869, and arriving at Hong Kong on Nov. 8.    Estimate $1,000 - 1,500 
 
Monocacy served in the Asiatic Squadron from 1867 until 1903. During her time with the squadron she surveyed the 
Inland Sea between Nagasaki and Osaka to locate appropriate sites for lighthouses; she patrolled off the coast of Japan; 
she charted the Yangtze River and was part of a five-ship survey expedition of the Salee River in Korea. In 1900 she 
became involved in the Boxer Rebellion and captured seven small craft off Tongku, China. She was sold to Japan in 1903.  

145  
145  ) U.S.S. Monongahela, Screw Sloop of War, blue double-circle datestamp “U.S.SHIP/MONONGAHELA, Jul 15, 1884” 

on a cover franked with a cork-canceled 2¢ red brown (210) and postmarked with a Jul 14 Vallejo, Cal. c.d.s. (the 
day slug had probably not been changed to “15”), to Burlington, Vt. and backstamped there on Jul 21., Very Fine.
   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Monongahela was with Farragut at New Orleans and Mobile Bay. After the war she was assigned to the West Indies 
Squadron, during which duty she was landed “high and dry” 100 yards inland by a tsunami that hit St. Croix in November 
1867. After repairs she spent three years in the South Atlantic Squadron, followed by duty as a training ship and service 
with the Asiatic Squadron until decommissioned in 1879. In 1883 she was converted to a supply ship, her rig converted 
to a bark, and then served variously as a training ship and a Naval Academy practice ship until 1904, when she began 
serving as a storeship at Guantanamo Bay. She remained there until she was completely destroyed by fire in March 1908.  
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                                                           146                                                                                       147 
146  ) U.S.S. Narragansett, Screw Sloop, 1871 cover to New York City with manuscript endorsement “Ship’s Letter, U.S.S. 

Narragansett, at Callao, Peru, S.A. July 22nd”, franked with a 3¢ green (147) tied by an Aug 13 “N. YORK/STEAMSHIP” 
c.d.s. with an manuscript “Due 7”; stamp with perforation faults due to edge placement, cover open on three sides, Fine.  
Includes the original, quite easily read 11-page letter, a fascinating account of the ship’s voyage, which began in New York 
on March 21 and, according to the writer, is expected to finish in San Francisco on September 1, after having “sailed from 
18,000 to 20,000 miles.”    Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Narragansett, commissioned in 1859, left Norfolk in March 1860 and spent the entire Civil War in the Pacific, protecting 
U.S. mail ships from Confederate raiders. In and out of service from 1865 until 1871, she again sailed the Pacific until 
1874. She was decommissioned in 1875 and finally, in 1883, sold.  

 
147  ) U.S.S. Olympia, multicolor Spanish-American War Patriotic postcard featuring Admiral Dewey and his Flagship Olympia, 

franked with a 2¢ pink (267a) tied by a week “Mil. Sta. No. 1, Philippine Isls., San Francisco” target duplex, Jan 10, 1899 
and mailed to Singapore with a clear Jan 16 receiving c.d.s., Very Fine.  A very scarce usage.    Estimate $200 - 300  

     
                                                             148                                                                                 149 
148  ) U.S.S. Quinnebaug, Screw Corvette, 1885 cover addressed to “Lieutenant C.S. Sperry U.S.N., U.S.S. Quinnebaug” in 

care of U.S. Despatch Agent, B.F. Stevens in London, franked with a cork-canceled 5¢ brown (205) with an illegible 
“ ...RIV RT.” c.d.s. alongside, backstamped New York, Jan 5(?), with three different Jan 19 London markings and B.F. 
Stevens “UNITED STATES/DESPATCH AGENT” oval of the same date; forwarded by Stevens to Villefranche sur Mer, 
France with a Jan 20 “Calais à Paris” entry c.d.s. and an illegible Villefranche backstamp, F.-V.F.   Estimate $150 - 200 
 
Quinnebaug was commissioned in October 1878 and set sail for Gibraltar in January of 1879 after fitting out at Norfolk. 
She served a decade in the European Station operating mostly in the Mediterranean. She returned to the New York Navy 
Yard in June of 1889 where she was decommissioned and then sold in March of 1891.  

 
149  ) U.S.S. Shenandoah, Screw Sloop, 1866 cover addressed to “John F. Kingsley, Act. 3d Ast. Engr., USS Shenandoah, 

Bahia, Brazil”, franked with cork-canceled 10¢ green & three 12¢ black (68, 69) and postmarked with a light Feb 17 
Tioga, Pa. c.d.s., a red Feb 21 “N. York Br. Pkt.,  ...Paid” and a red Mar 5 London/Paid c.d.s. with a red handstamped “40” 
credit; reduced somewhat at the left, one 12¢ with a straight edge, Fine.   Estimate $500 - 750 
 
Shenandoah  was commissioned in June 1865 and cruised from the Carolinas to Key West searching for blockade-runners. 
She played an important role in both Battles of Fort Fisher. She was decommissioned and recommissioned four times 
between 1865 and 1883, spending time in South American and Asian waters in 1865-69, then the European Station (1870-
74) and the South Atlantic Squadron (1879-82) before being decommissioned for the final time in 1886.  
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150  
150  ) U.S.S. Yorktown, Gunboat, cover from Dagupan, Philippines to Ithaca, N.Y. with a magenta handstamped “U. S. S. 

Yorktown” corner card, franked with a pair of 2¢ red (214) tied by a Dagupan duplex c.d.s. Jan 4 (1901), backstamped 
Ithaca on Feb 11, F.-V.F., Ex-Rawlins.   Estimate $200 - 300 
 
Yorktown was launched in April of 1888 and joined the Squadron of Evolution. She detached from that squadron at 
Valparaíso, Chile, during the 1891 Baltimore Crisis and relieved Baltimore at that port. She then took part in the joint 
British-American sealing patrol in Alaskan waters and served on the Asiatic Station before returning to the United States 
in 1898. Between 1899 and 1902, she took part in the Philippine-American War and the Boxer Rebellion. She was 
decommissioned in 1919 and sold in 1921.  

COLLECTIONS

 
151  ) “Patrick” Balance of 19th Century U.S. Naval Ship Mail, Group of 21 covers, two picture postcards and four letters 

(some of the covers also with letters), all to, from or about Naval ships; eight are pre-Civil War, 15 are post-Civil War and 
the remaining four were posted during the War; all are 19th century. A most interesting lot.   Estimate $300 - 400

Please Visit Our Website
www.kelleherauctions.com

You can view images of every lot, bid directly online and search for what you’re looking for.
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Symbols Used
  ★★  Mint Never Hinged        *  Cover       NYFM  New York Foreign Mail

  ★   Mint with Gum          ❍   Used       TC     Trial Color Proof
  (★)   Unused, No Gum/Regummed   S   Specimen      SL     Straight Line
  R    Reprint              E   Essay        MS    Manuscript
  P    Proof               ▲  Piece  
  o.g.   Original gum              Block            

Bidding Increments: 
Bidding shall proceed in accordance with the following schedule: 

Up to $200 to $500; increase by $25    Over $7,500 to $15,000; increase by $500
Over $200 to $500; increase by $25    Over $15,000 to $30,000; increase by $1,000
Over $500 to $1,000; increase by $50    Over $30,000 to $70,000; increase by $2,500
Over $1,000 to $3,000; increase by $100   Over $70,000 to $130,000; increase by 5,000
Over $3,000 to $7,500; increase by $250   Over $130,000 at discretion of auctioneer. 

Recommended Auction Agents
  Frank Mandel      Purser and Associates       Lorenz Kirchheim GBR    Charles E. Cwiakala    
  P.O. Box 157       PO Box 369            Op de Höh 21        1527 S. Fairview Avenue
  New York, NY 10014   Bronxville, NY 10708       D - 22395 Hamburg       Park Ridge, IL 60068-5211
  Tel: 212-675-0819    Tel: 857-928-5140        D - 22395 Hamburg       Tel./Fax: 847-823-8747
  Fax: 212-366-6462    Fax: 781-658-2567      Tel: 040-645-322-41     CECwiakala@aol.com
  busybird1@me.com   info@pursers.com               lorenz.kirchheim@t-online.de 

              
           
         
          
          

      
  

 

Grading and Condition
Superb   Ext
Extremely Fine  Outstanding and exceptional quality
Fine-Very Fine (F-VF) Stamp and/or cover in sound condition; if a stamp, it is less well-centered than Very Fine but better 
   centered than Fine.
Fine   Sound in all aspects. Perforated stamps will have the perforations clear of the design; the designs of  
   imp
Very Good (VG)  Imperfect centering (stamps) or poor general appearance. 

Covers & Cancels

covers and are not always described and are therefore not grounds for return. 

Catalog Values
Unless otherwise noted, the currently available Scott Catalog values (2020 edition) are quoted in U.S. dollars and rounded to the 

Collection Lots and Condition
Please note that ALL collection lots are sold on an “as-is” basis and are therefore not returnable for any reason.  Every attempt has been 
made to provide an accurate description, and images for most are available on our website.  Most collection lots will contain stamps/
covers with varying degrees of imperfections/faults.  We strongly suggest that lots of interest be viewed in advance of the sale.  
Please also note that late payment for purchases may, at Daniel F. Kelleher’s option, be considered just cause to revoke all return 
privileges. 

Bid Live at
www.StampAuctionNetwork.com

Or call us for phone bidding at
203-830-2500
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Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, LLC
P. O. Box 220
Bethel, CT 06801 USA
Phone: 203-830-2500 • Toll Free: 800-212-2830 • Fax: 203-297-6059
www.kelleherauctions.com • Email: info@kelleherauctions.com
Address Information
    Name   ______________________________________________email_____________________________________

     Address   _____________________________________________________________________________________

     City  __________________________________State_________________ZIP_________________Country______

 Phone  (Day) _______________________(Evening)_________________________Fax_______________________

� Please check box if this is a new address and indicate old ZIP (postal) code ________________________

References
     FIRM ______________________________________________TELEPHONE_________________________________________

     FIRM ______________________________________________TELEPHONE_________________________________________

Bid Information
Please purchase on my behalf, the following lots in your auction sale, November 18, 2020 in Danbury, CT. I annex the highest price
 I will pay for each lot, it being understood that you will buy for me as much below such limit as possible.  
Please note that a premium of 20%* will be added to the hammer price as part of the total purchase price. 
Your signature below indicates acceptance of all terms and conditions of this sale listed in this catalogue.
* Prompt Payment Discount - Successful bidders whose payment is received within 15 calendar days from the date of the auction,
shall be entitled to a 2% prompt payment discount of the hammer price of each lot, regardless of the method of payment.

SIGNATURE _____________________________________________DATE______________________________________
The amount of your bids does not include a 20% premium to be added to the hammer price

Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid

Please limit my total purchases to:

$_________________
(not including Buyer’s Premium)

NOTE: Limits of less than $200 are 
respectfully declined

You may increase my bids by the following 
percentage

if necessary to win the lot (circle one)
10%                    20%                     30% 

 I understand that bids so increased will be reduced to con-
form to normal bidding intervals and that a Buyer’s Premi-

um of 20%  will be added to the total of all purchases.



Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid Lot Bid

FAX: 203-297-6059 A Buyer’s Premium of 20% will be added to 
the hammer price of each lot

REMOVE OR PHOTOCOPY FOR ADDITIONAL BIDS



Live Bidding - at Home From Your Computer!

The #1 Resource for Stamp Auctions on the Internet! 

Participate comfortably in Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions from your home or office - Live on the Internet. 
You hear the auctioneer, you see the current lots, you can bid in real time; it is fast, easy and comfortable. 

What do I need to do to be able to bid in this sale LIVE at StampAuctionNetwork?

If you are already a StampAuctionNetwork bidder or account holder:

1. Log into StampAuctionNetwork http://stampauctionnetwork.com/LoginNew.cfm
2. If you have already been approved by Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions at  
 StampAuctionNetwork (not at the Daniel F. Kelleher website) you are ready to go.
3. If you have not added Daniel F. Kelleher to your list of companies to bid with you will  
 need to go and update your registration page after logging in at: 
 http://stampauctionnetwork.com/Edit ureg.cfm, select that company from the  
 choices under International Auctions and press the Update Registration button to  
 submit. This will send your request to the auction house and you will need to wait  
 till they approve your request before you can bid so do not wait till the day of the  
 auction.

If you are not a current StampAuctionNetwork account holder:

1. Create a new StampAuctionNetwork account following this link: 
 http://stampauctionnetwork.com/Register.cfm.  
 Make sure that you select Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions from the choices and press the  
 Submit Registration button to submit. This will send your request to the auction house  
 and you will need to wait till they approve your request before you can bid so do not wait  
 till the day of the auction.
2. If you press the Submit Registration button before selecting Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions  
 simply follow the path in steps 1-3 above since now you have an account an login.

Kelleher     Auctions
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, LLC

PLEASE NOTE:
Bidder approval in advance of the sale  is required 

CONDITIONS OF SALE - Public Auction
THE PLACING OF A BID SHALL CONSTITUTE ACCEPTANCE OF THESE CONDITIONS OF SALE BETWEEN BIDDER AND DANIEL F. KELLEHER AUCTIONS, LLC (“KELLEHER”)

BIDDING
1. Unless announced otherwise by the auctioneer, all bids are per lot, as numbered in the 
printed Catalogue. Kelleher, as agent for the consignor or vendor, shall regulate the bidding 
and shall determine the manner in which the bidding shall be conducted. Kelleher reserves 
the right to withdraw any lot prior to sale (without liability to any potential purchaser or 
agent), to re-offer any withdrawn lot, to divide a lot or to group two or more lots belonging 
to the same consignor or vendor, and to refuse any bid believed not made in good faith. 
Estimates of sales prices contained in the printed Catalogue reflect the best judgment of 
Kelleher and are not minimum or upset prices.
2. (a) Bids shall be made in the steps set forth on the bidding page (ii). (b) The highest bid 
acknowledged by the auctioneer shall prevail. Should a dispute arise between bidders (in-
cluding a dispute between a floor or internet bidder and the auctioneer acting on behalf of a 
mail bidder, consignor or vendor), the auctioneer alone shall determine who the successful 
bidder is and whether to reoffer the lot in dispute. Should a dispute arise after the sale, the 
auctioneer’s sale records shall be conclusive. On all lots sold, a commission of 20% * on 
the hammer price is payable by the buyer to the auctioneer together with any sales and use 
tax or customs duties.
3. (a) The auctioneer reserves the right to bid on behalf of clients (and consignors or ven-
dors) but shall not be liable for errors and omissions in executing instructions to bid, how-
ever received, and whether such errors or omissions be those of the bidder or agent or those 
of the auctioneer. 
(b) Lots are offered subject to a reserve price. The auctioneer will implement such reserve 
price by bidding on behalf of the consignor vendor. (c) It may also be assumed that all 
consignors have been advanced monies against the sale of their consigned material and 
Kelleher therefore has a security interest in the consigned material over and above the 
normal auction commission.
(d) Purchases made by a consignor or vendor or his agent on his own lots shall be consid-
ered as a sale subject to commissions and sales tax as applicable.
(e) Agents are responsible for the payment of the purchase price for all purchases made on 
behalf of their clients, unless other arrangements with the auctioneer have been confirmed 
in writing prior to the auction.
PAYMENT FOR PURCHASES
4. (a) Payment for lots, including those on which opinions are desired (Condition of Sale), 
shall be as follows:
(b) Floor Bidders. Payment of the purchase price, or such part there of as Kelleher  shall 
require, shall be made by the purchaser in cash or bank or certified check or in such other 
manner as Kelleher may determine. The name and address of the purchaser of each lot shall 
be given to the auctioneer immediately following the sale of such lot.
(c) Mail Bidders. A successful mail bidder will be notified of lots purchased. Before Kelle-
her will send such lots, payment in full must be received by Kelleher within three (3) busi-
ness days of receipt of the aforesaid notification by the mail bidder. However, a purchaser 
known to Kelleher at its option may have purchases delivered or forwarded for immediate 
payment (by a dollar draft on a U.S. bank in the case of overseas purchasers). Mailed 
delivery will be to the address on the bid sheet and proof by Kelleher of receipt of a send-
ing at the advised address shall constitute delivery. All charges for handling, delivery and 
insurance obtained by Kelleher on behalf of the purchaser shall be added to the purchase 
price; a minimum charge of $20.00 will be made.
(d) Prompt Payment Discount - Successful bidders whose payment is received within 
15 calendar days from the date of the auction, shall be entitled to a 2% prompt payment 
discount of the hammer price of each lot, regardless of the method of payment.
5. Title shall not pass to the purchaser until full payment has been received by Kelleher as 
agents for the consignor or vendor.
6. (a) Purchasers agree to pay for lots as specified in Condition of Sale 4 (or as the same 
may be modified by Condition of Sale 8), and no credit is extended; a late payment charge 
of 2% per month or fraction thereof shall be added if payment is not made in accordance 
with the aforesaid conditions.
(b) In the event that a bidder shall fail to comply with these Conditions of Sale (“Non-Com-
plying Bidder”), then, as to any lot with respect to which such failure to comply occurs, 
Kelleher, may, in its sole discretion, re-offer such lot during the same auction or at an auc-
tion at a later time, or by private treaty at such time as Kelleher Auctions, in its sole discre-
tion, deems appropriate and the Non-Complying Bidder shall be liable for the deficiency, 
if any, between the hammer price and the net proceeds of a sale to a subsequent purchaser, 
whether at auction or by private treaty, as well as for all costs and expenses of both sales, 
all other charges due thereunder, including commissions with respect to both sales, wheth-
er payable to Kelleher or to a third party and all incidental damages. It shall be in Kellehers’ 
sole discretion to determine whether to re-offer the lot theretofore hammered-down to a 
Non-Complying Bidder at the same auction, or by private treaty in due course, or at a sub-
sequent auction conducted by Kelleher. In no event shall any surplus arising from the sale 
of a re-offered lot be payable to a Non-Complying Bidder.
(c) A defaulting purchaser shall be deemed to have granted Kelleher a security interest in 
property in Kellehers possession owned by such purchaser. Kelleher shall have all of the 
rights afforded a purchase money secured party under the Connecticut or Massachusetts 
Uniform Commercial Code with respect to such property and may apply against such 
obligations all monies held or received by it for the account of, or due from Kelleher to 
such purchaser. Kelleher is authorized to file a Financing Statement in order to perfect its 
rights as a secured party.
(d) If Kelleher takes any legal steps to secure payment of a delinquent account, the de-
faulting purchaser shall be liable for all legal and other expenses incurred by Kelleher to 
secure such payment, including but not limited to a reasonable allowance for attorneys’ 
fees. For purposes of this paragraph, the term legal steps shall be deemed to include any 
and all consultation by Kelleher with its attorneys with respect to all matters arising out of 
a delinquent account.
(e) Unless otherwise acceptable to Kelleher, payment is to be made only in the form of 
cash, bank check or certified check, personal check (which must clear prior to delivery of 
lots), credit card (AMEX, Visa, MasterCard and Discover), PayPal or a bank wire transfer. 
Payments made by credit card are accepted as a courtesy without surcharge, if paid within 
15 days of sale date. 

WIRING INSTRUCTIONS:
Please contact us for our wiring instructions.
EXHIBITION AND INSPECTION OF LOTS; QUALITY AND AUTHENTICITY
7. (a) See viewing schedule for on-premises viewing. Ample opportunity is given for on 
premises inspection prior to the auction date, and, upon written request and at Kelleher 
discretion.  Live video viewing is also available, please contact our offices to arrange 
same.
(b) Each lot is sold as genuine and correctly described, based on individual description 
as modified by any specific notations in this Catalogue.
(c) Quality. Any lot which a purchaser considers to be incorrectly described may be 
returned to Kelleher within two weeks of its receipt by such purchaser (“Returning Pur-
chaser”), provided, however, that the same is received by Kelleher within four weeks 
of the date of the auction; however, Kelleher may, in its discretion, refuse acceptance of 
such returned lot. If an opinion of a mutually acceptable authority is desired, the period 
of time within which a lot must be received by Kelleher will be extended in accordance 
with Condition of Sale 7(g). In the event that a dispute cannot be resolved by reference 
to a mutually acceptable authority, and Kelleher thereupon undertakes to re-offer the lot 
with a description identical to the description disputed, the Returning Purchaser shall be 
liable for the deficiency, if any, between the proceeds of the sale to the Returning Pur-
chaser and the proceeds of a sale to a subsequent purchaser, as well as for all costs and 
expenses of the re-sale, including commission, and all incidental damages. Any lot, the 
description of which is disputed, must be returned intact and in the original packaging 
and in the condition received (unaltered) by the purchaser. The following lots are not 
returnable except at the discretion of Kelleher: (i) lots from purchasers who attended 
the exhibition of the lots; (ii) lots examined by postal viewers; (iii) lots on account of 
their appearance, if they are illustrated in this Catalogue or online; or (iv) lots described 
as having repairs, defects or faults for any reason. (v) lots containing more than ten (10) 
items. (d) Authenticity. Any lot which is declared otherwise than genuine by a mutually 
recognized authority is returnable, provided such lot is received by Kelleher within four 
weeks of the date of the auction. Proof that a mutually acceptable authority declines to 
express an opinion is not grounds for the return of a lot.
(e) Expenses incurred a purchaser in the submission and the return of a lot under Con-
ditions of Sale 7 is not subject to refund.
(f) Numerical grading is subjective and is based upon the condition of each issue.  Lots 
may not be returned if a third party grades a stamp at lower than our grade.
(g) Lots with existing certificates from the Philatelic Foundation (PF) or Professional 
Stamp Experts (PSE), British Philatelic Association (BPA), Royal Philatelic Society 
(London (RPSL) and Australia (RPSA), Vincent Graves Greene Foundation (VGG) or 
any other expertizing authority as recognized by the International Association of Phila-
telic Experts (AIEP), for items within their specialty and dated within the last seven (7) 
years from the date of sale, will be offered and sold on an “as-is” basis and as so stated 
on the certificate. Such lots may not be returned for any reason, including but not limited 
to a contrary verbal or written opinion or certificate. 
SALES TAX/CUSTOMS DUTIES
8. Unless presentation of satisfactory proof that it is exempted by law, a purchaser shall 
pay to Kelleher the Connecticut, Massachusetts or any compensating use taxes of any 
other State claiming jurisdiction. Buyers outside the U.S. are responsible for all cus-
toms duties. A purchaser shall indemnify Kelleher and hold it harmless of and from 
any claims of any jurisdiction for sales taxes relating to the purchase of articles at the 
auction, whenever the same may arise. 
APPLICABLE LAW, JURISDICTION, ETC.
9. All matters arising out of this auction shall be governed by the laws
of the State of Connecticut without giving effect to the choice of law principles thereof. 
ARBITRATION
10. Any controversy or claim arising out of or relating to this auction shall be settled 
by arbitration in the City of New York, State of New York in accordance with the Rules 
of the American Arbitration Association and judgment upon the award rendered by the 
Arbitrator or Arbitrators may be entered in any Court having jurisdiction.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE OF ACTIONS
11. The purchaser at this auction (a) consents and submits to the jurisdiction of the 
Courts of the State of Connecticut and of the Courts of the United States for a judicial 
district within the territorial limits of the State of Connecticut for all matters arising out 
of this auction sale, including, without limitation, any action or proceeding instituted 
for the enforcement of any right, remedy, obligation and liability arising under or by 
reason thereof; and (b) consents and submits to the venue of such action or proceeding 
in the City of Danbury, County of Fairfield, State of Connecticut (or such judicial dis-
trict of a Court of the United States as shall include the same, and (c) further consents 
that service of process in any action relating thereto may be effected by registered mail, 
return receipt requested address to the purchase at the address given to the auctioneer 
at the time of the sale.
BIDDING STEPS
12. Bidding Steps are as published on page (ii); bids made out of increment will be 
reduced to the next increment.  Example: $603 bid will be reduced to $600, etc.
BIDS BY TELEPHONE
(a) Must be confirmed in writing unless waived by the auctioneer.
(b) Any errors are the responsibility of the bidder.
(c) No bids accepted less than 1 hour before the commencement of the sale.
BIDS BY FAX OR EMAIL
Bids must be received 1 hour before sale commences — be sure to use
FAX: (203) 297-6059 or EMAIL: bids@kelleherauctions.com 
PHONE BIDDING DURING THE SALE
Phone bidding space is limited and available on a first come, first served basis. The 
importance of reserving early cannot be overstated!
Please call us at (203) 830.2500 to reserve your phone bidding space
STAMP AUCTION NETWORK (SAN) Live internet bidding.  To bid, you must be 
registered and be approved  by both Stamp Auction Network and Kelleher. Please con-
tact us for further instructions or go to www.stampauctionnetwork.com and find the 
Kelleher link.
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