BOAS FESTAS CARD BEGINNINGS IDEA & INDICIA

THE IDEA—

“The success obtained in 1935 with introduction of Christmas Telegrams
convinced the Administration to extend this initiative to the Postal Service,
creating ‘Christmas Postal Cards.” The wide acceptance of this new service by
the public demonstrates that, whether from a moral or material viewpoint, the
desired result was obtained, and this service has success guaranteed in future.

“The number of Christmas Postal Cards sold was 157,442.”

—Anuério dos C.T.T. 1936, p. 23-4 (trans.)
Sales gradually rose, reaching 438,133 cards cards sold in 1943.

THE INDICIA—

Postal cards required an indicia “because stamps are considered official documents showing
an ‘Allegory of the New State’ (Estado Novo) instituted by the May 28, 1926 Revo!ution.'

The first cards used the TUDO PELA NACAO
(All for the Nation) design of telegraph pole wrapped |
with a patriotic banner, designed by Almada Negreiros
and engraved by Arnaldo Fragoso, which Portaria
8141 of June 17, 1935 asserted: “Symbolized the
Merit and Strength of a People United in a singular
movement of National Renascence.” B

Plate proof
w/o denomination

Trials for the domestic card rate color and paper:

color trial: surface
colored paper

ordinary paper




BOAS FESTAS CARD BEGINNING THE CARD

Postal cards in the
TUDO PELA NACAO
design were ordered by
Portaria 8121 of May 31,
1935 and issued in June
(day unknown) at the
First National Philatelic
Exhibition. =

(Probable first day)
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REMETE: NESTE LADO A DIRECCAO
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Completed card N210 =

Design by Antonio Lino,
printed by Lito. Nacional.

Note the pino cone
design in the small
emblems on either side oflI
‘PORTVGAL." All four
sides of this card have a .
pine cone theme. W1




FRONT (Postal Face) Cards N 1-4

Except for color and number, faces of cards 1-4 are identical. Supposedly, each card
exists in 4 colors, the brown on two different papers, and with stamp imprinted or affixed.

The exhibitor has not seen all 40 possibilities and doubts that several of them exist.
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With TB seal affixed - used within Lisboa December 25, 1936



MESSAGE PANEL (inside) Cards N° 1-8

Cards 1-4 used | _ ;

a gothic design 7 N8IV
with holly, star | & Q
and candles. .
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Addressed w/ message, not canceled.

A modern holly, star and candle design on cards 5-8. Black border on N2 5-6, goid on N7,

silver on N2 8.

< N2 6 w/ stamp
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ILLUSTRATION (inside) Cards N2 1-2

Heliogravure reproductions of Portuguese religious art.

Card 1: Detail of “Adoration of the Three Kings” by Gregorio Lopes (National Museum of
Ancient Art, Lisboa).

The importance of the Magi in Portugal is patent in choice of them for the first card.

— T el 1

< Ne 1
Smooth paper
- Imprint
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used Queluz to Carcavelos - December 25, 1937

Card 2: 18" Century Portuguese Creche (size, artist, location unknown)

Ne2> |
imprint
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ILLUSTRATION (inside) Cards N 3-4

Heliogravure reproductions of Portuguese religious art.

Card 3: Detail of carved creche by Machado de Castro (location unknown)

N3 > |
Smooth paper
Imprint

Addressed w/ message, uncanceled

Card 4: Detail of “Nativity” by ‘the Paradise Master’ (National Museum of Ancient Art, Lisboa).

<N24
imprint

Addressed w/o message, uncanceled
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BACK Cards N2 1-9
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. Cards 1-4 feature
N.o4 i the CTT shield over
: the waves in mono-
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; & ' same in blue & red.
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ﬁéed Lisboa Norte to Lisboa ' ]l 3
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N2 5 w/ stamp >
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| {Custo incluindo franguia $50)

Used Vila Franca de Xiral- January 1, 1937

The back of N2 9
shows a stylized
holly wreath.

All cards priced
- (cost including
(Custo incluindo franquia $50) frankmg $50)
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FRONT (Postal Face) Cards N2 5-9

Except for number, faces of cards 5-8 are identical, and exist with stamp imprinted or affixed.
No collector known to the exhibitor has seen N8 with imprint. Does it exist?

.';<N97-

: | With stamp
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: B N2 6 w/ Imprint

REMETE:

REMETE: NESTE LADO A DIRECGCAO
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N9 — With antique, quasi-medieval lettering by Angelo Lima



ILLUSTRATION (inside) Cards N2 5-6
Designs by José Joaquim Leite offset by Litografia Na.cfonaf.

Card 5: Child Jesus ringing the bell.

Ne 5 >

Stamp affixed

Card 6: Madonna & Child with Three Kings outside the manger.
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ILLUSTRATION (inside) Cards N° 7-8

Designs by José Joaquim Leite offset by Litografia Nacional.

Card 7: Portuguese caravel at sea with rope spelling “Christmas/ New Year.”

<N Y

Imprint

used Aguis to Carcavelos - December 26, 1937

Card 8: titled “Christmas Eve” - a completely generic design.

N2 8 >
stamp affixed
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INSIDE & BACK - Card N2 10
A Durer-esque Pine Cone etching by Angelo Lima appears on all 4 sides of this card.
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N2 9-10 are top
 folding

1'For N? 9 see
'pages 1 & 9
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1936-37 HOLIDAY SEASON

Y BOAS-FESTAS #

REMETE: NESTE LADO A DIRECCAO
LR A A .

‘Standard sources’?
say only cards with
affixed stamps were
‘available the first
year, as here, but
see two N?4 cards
‘\w/ imprint used Dec.
25, 1936 on p. 4
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1937-38 HOLIDAY SEASON

In the second
| season cards w/
| stamp and w/ imprint
| both used.

REMETE: -~ "N'E’STE LADO A [(IREccxoh' \ |
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Figueiro dos Vinhos- Dec. 30 to |
Evora - January 3, 1938;
RETURNED TO SENDER, rec'd
Fig. dos Vinhos - January 8

- Dated Lisboa - Dec. 30, 1937
: _L Addressed Macau - not canceled
[colonial card rate then 50 c.]
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used S. J. da Madeira - December 31 1937 to Porto - January 1




FOREIGN USAGE LEGAL & ILLEGAL

By UPU rule, double cards were accepted internationally only at letter rate.

® |LLEGAL - stamps added to overpay 1$00 forelgn rate to Italy not charged —
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Vlseu - December 31 1939 to Rome - n. d

= | EGAL - stamps ( & TB seal) added to pay $35 foreign printed matter rate to Sweden.

DIRECGAO ]

%W&Z gg&wu@ e, ;&5:

L s A
52
WA I A P

e ————————

10 . ~RERAAA ,

m——re T =

Two wdrd message & signature Lisboa - Dec.'26, 193;/ to'éto'ckholnﬁ - n.d.



MILITARY FREE FRANK CARDS 1941

. 120,000 Unsold
NATAL DO EXPEDICIONARIO— 1941 Wl o

«TODOS NAO SOMOS MUITOS PARA CONTINUAR PORTUGAL
s = 3 1 4 | transferred to the

" military for distrib-

| ution to forces in the
| Azores, Madeira and
' Cape Verde'.

Overprinted:
| Expeditionary Force
Christmas - 1941
“all are not too many
to maintain Portugal”

= DODTVGAL=
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If these quantities
are to believed,
these cards should
be half again as
commoen as the un-
overprinted cards.

But they are at
least five times |
scarcer, and rare
used, hence most of
these were probably |
destroyed. [

Ponta Delgada (Azores) - December 26, 1941 to Evora - rec'd January 6, 1942
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