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FIRST NATTONAL MARITIME DAY

June 5, 1933

Savannah, Georgia

1819 “THE SAVANNAH” 1933 L /
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i FIRST STEAMSHIP TO CROSS THE ATLANTIC

National Maritime Day is traditionally celebrated on May 22 of each year
throughout the United States. This day was inaugurated by Franklin Delano
Roosevelt to honor our maritme heritage and the United States Merchant Marine.

In recent years it has also honored the men and women lost at sea in war

and peace.
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The 8. §. Savannah, built In New York by —

Francis Fickett in 1818 as a sailing packet, had Ty
auxiliary engine and boller with paddlewheels
fitted before she was placed in service. Owned by
Savannah, Georgia, men, in May, 1819, she left
for Liverpool, England, reaching port in 27 days,
20 hours of which she operated by steam.

September 20, she started on retum to United
States via St. Petersburg, Stockholm and other
Baltic ports, arrlving in Savannsh, Georgla,
November 30, 1819,

The leviathan Steamships and Battleships of
today ere a far cry in size and power from the
ittle ship that made the first trans-Atlantic trip.
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The Famous "S.S.SAVANNAH"
The first steamboat to cross the
Atlantic Ocean

First Day Cover
Kings Peint, New York
NATIONAL MARITIME DAY
The first Amelncan Sh;ﬂ to use steam in cross_ini“ug
' or|

ocean was the Savann 350 tons, built in New
i Francis Ficket and engined by Stephen Vail.
) Savannah, Ga., on May 22, 1819, and reached
Liverpool in 26 days, during 18 of which she used her
i addles. The sieamer went thence to Stockholm
I t. Petersburg; left St. Petershulﬁ October 10, ar-
rived at Savannah, November 30. er Captain was
Moses Rogers of Georgetown, N. C. The Savannah,
divested of the engine sank off the_LongL(Ilsland. N. Y.
coast. The engine was for a time in a ndon muse-
um. The Savannah was a sailing vessel but used steam
only as auxiliary_power. The log of her 1819 voyage
is owned by the U. S. National Museum, in Washing-




