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CUBA

1855

Watermark varieties of the first issue

The upper and Imper loops are opposed and Do not coincide. 153 stamps from the total of
1700 in the sheet are Cupe 1. The watermark systew is divided between two stamps,

@he upper and Imper (pops are opposed but coincide. 17 stamps from the total of 170
in the sheet are Type 2. The watermark sgstem is divided hetween tun stunps

Type 3

Bue to the diaplacement of the sheet at the time of printing, the entire watermark
gystem can be phserued in one stamp




CUBA

(reenish blue paper - April 24, 1855

(Breenish blue Hark carmine

Yellowish wlhite-blue paper - September 13, 1855

Blackish green
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CUBA

1860
Same design as the Spanish official stamps of 1855, but these are the stampg that
were, later on in 1860, reprinted in Cuba. The main charvacteristic mentioned in most
catalogues is the lack of the “period” after the words “onza”, “onzas” o “libra”, but in
mp experience, that diffevence does not hold completely true in every stamp, & much
more congistent design difference is the shape of the [otwer right tower in the Shield,

that on these stamps bhas a much more rounded shape
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187
Same design ag the Spanish official stamps of 1855, but not sure what thege are.
Thep lack the “period” after the words “onza”, “onzas” o “libra” as the veprints mabe
in Cuba in 1860 but there ave also other design differences, incongistent with either
the Cuban reprintg ot the oviginal stamps printed in Spain. They could be either a
gecond, unreported Cuban reprint or outright forgeries.
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1877?
Same design as the Spanish official stamps of 1855 but get another local reprint, es-
says or outright forgeries. ®@ne striking design difference noticed on these stamps is the
lack of “fowers” inside the triangle between the lower Tower and Lion. Some other de-
sign differences are the lack of crowns on the lion’s heads, Also the “dog hanging from
the chain” befween the expression of the weight is leaning forward on these stamps
rather than backwards as in the origingl stamps.
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