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NUE REVIEW

Collectible canning company cancels

he majority of the United

States revenue stamps popu-

larly known as the First Issue

(Scott R1-R102) were issued
for taxes on various kinds of docu-
ments: certificates, bank checks, mort-
gages and so on.

Stamps from this group that
are inscribed “PROPRIETARY” or
“PLAYING CARDS” were intended for
paying the excise taxes on perfumes,
proprietary medicines, matches and
playing cards, and were not to be
used on documents. Michael Mahler,
the leading scholar of the stamped
documents of this era, has written
that these two groups of stamps were
nominally illegal on documents,
although apparently tolerated.

The collecting of printed cancella-
tions on the proprietary and playing
card stamps of the First Issue has been
pursued avidly since the early days of
the hobby. One of the earliest compi-
lations of cancels of the companies
who ordered and used private die
proprietary stamps was included in
the 1888 catalog of the Trenton, N.J.,
stamp dealer, E. B. Sterling.

Over the years, great collections
of these have been formed. The leg-
endary Morton Dean Joyce was par-
ticularly keen in his pursuit of these

Figure 2. Before its private die stamps: were
prepared, Kensett & Co. used 1¢ government-
issue stamps marked with the company cancel.
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same printed cancellations. Since the
dispersal of the Joyce collection there
has been much renewed research on
printed cancellations, and it is clear
that a new compilation is overdue.
Beginning Oct. 1, 1866, preserved
meats, fish, shellfish, fruits, vegetables,
sauces, syrups, prepared mustard, jams

Figure 1. An imperforate die proof of the scarce
T. Kensett & Co. private die proprietary stamp
of 1867. Canners were taxed 1¢ per container
up to two pounds.

and jellies were subjected to a 1¢ tax
on containers up to 2 pounds. Each two
pounds or fraction thereof was taxed
at the rate of 1¢, so larger containers
conceivably might have had a larger
amount of tax. Five months later,
effective March 1, 1867, the tax was
rescinded on meats, shellfish, fruits

Figure 3. Baltimore canner Ruth & Fleming
also made use of government stamps.

RON LESHER

and vegetables. Fish were exempted
effective July 14, 1870, and the
remainder of the tax on canned goods
disappeared March 5, 1872.

The initial tax on canned goods that
lasted but five months is an interesting
period to seek out the canners’
cancellations on the First lIssue 1¢
proprietary stamp. One of the canning
centers of the era was Baltimore, which
had the advantages of being close to an
abundant supply of foods for canning
(fish and shellfish from the Chesapeake
Bay, and fruits and vegetables from the
eastern shore), and to the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad, which carried the
canned goods to new markets in the
developing Midwest.

One of the Baltimore canners,
Thomas Kensett & Co., was also the
only canner that ordered and received
a private die proprietary stamp for use
on its cans. Emulating the highly suc-
cessful match and medicine manufac-
turers who used private die stamps as
part of their packaging and marketing
strategy, Kensett & Co. sent a letter of
general inquiry to Philadelphia stamp
printers Butler & Carpenter on Sept.
27, 1866, and by October 9, Kensett
& Co. indicated that they wished to
have a stamp the same size as the
government stamp.

Figure 4. Thomas J. Myer & Co. was an
oyster and fruit packer from Baltimore.

June 2005



The company left the details of the
design to Butler and Carpenter. The
Kensett firm tried to move the process
along as fast as they could, and the first
Kensett stamps were delivered Jan. 3,
1867. A proof of the issued design is
shown in Figure 1.

It is ironic that the design of the
Kensett stamp features a large basket of
fruit, with additional fruit and a melon
scattered around the base of the basket,
for Kensett almost certainly was not
canning fruit in January and February.
It is more likely they were canning
oysters! freshly harvested from nearby
Chesapeake Bay.

The Boston Revenue Book reports
that a total of 528,000 stamps were
delivered from January 3 through
March 7, although this latter date
was six days after the tax on meats,
shellfish, fruit and vegetables was
rescinded. However, this, does give
some indication of the production at
the Kensett firm. A half-million cans
in a two-month period is a substan-
tial operation.

The 1¢ private die proprietary
stamp, Scott RP1, is one of the
scarcer of the private die proprietary
stamps, not surprising considering
the short period of usage. The fact
that they were used on cans is the

Figure 5. The printed cancels of Numsen, Carroll & Co. (left), and
Darby & Co. (right) both included dates in the printed cancellations.
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reason for the stains and minor faults
that plague most of the surviving
copies of the stamp.

Prior to the delivery of the private die
stamps, Kensett & Co. used the 1¢ red
government proprietary stamp (Scott
R3c), which had a printed cancella-
tion applied (Figure 2). Twor types of the
cancellation are known, neither one of
which is very common.

Printed cancellations on the First Issue
1¢ proprietary stamp are known from
several other Baltimore canners. The
most common of these is from the firm
of Ruth and Fleming (Figure 3). Multi-
ples as large as 35 (1/6 of the full sheet
of 210 stamps) have survived. These are
believed to be remainders collected
after the tax was rescinded. Of all the
printed cancellations on the First Issue,
this ranks as one of the most frequently
encountered. Many examples are off-
center, but otherwise are free of flaws.

None of the printed cancellations
from the other Baltimore canners are
common. Unlike Ruth and Fleming,
known surviving examples from the oth-
er canners were probably removed from
cans. Thomas J. Myer and Co. (Figure 4)
is identified in the city directory of the
period as an oyster and fruit packer.

These three companies — Kensett,
Ruth and Fleming, and Myer — did not

include dates in their printed cancella-
tions. This is contrary to the government
regulation that called for cancellation to
include both the name of the firm (or its
initials) and the date. Nevertheless, it is
not uncommon for printed cancellations
to be absent a date. The government ap-
parently tolerated the omissions.

Two other companies are represented
by stamps illustrated in Figure 5:
Numsen, Carroll & Co. (located on
Light Street in the Inner Harbor area
of Baltimore), and Darby & Co. Both
of these companies included dates as
part of the printed cancellations on the
stamps they used.

Finally, there are “W. & Co.” cancels,
two types of which are known (Figure
6). These are attributed to Wilkins & Co.
of Baltimore.

There are a few more canning com-
pany cancels known from Baltimore,
all seemingly quite scarce. Beyond Bal-
timore, the largest number of canning
company cancels are from New York
City, but printed cancels from canning
companies are known from Boston and
several west coast firms as well. If you
find printed cancels that are known
only from the five-month period of Oc-
tober 1866 through February 1867, it
is a reasonable bet that they were from
canning companies. |

Figure 6. The two different “W. & Co."” dated cancels on these stamps
are believed to represent Wilkins & Co.
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ADVERTISING

Lightly Printed on Reverse of Stamp

R85¢c Charter Party, Green
d.Silk

W.C.ESTES

POSTAGE STAMPS

Cor. 9th and Harney
MAHA, NEB.
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PROPRIETARY CANCELS
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Endered Actotrling fo the act of conqress, in the year 1965 by
— Bungy & Withams
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GREENWOOD CEMETERY VIEWS.
No. 951,

ANTHONY & CO,,

PUBLISHED BY E. & H. T,
501 Broadway.New=York.
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McEnteE, Duntam & Lo,

Importers and Jobbers of
PAPER HANGINCGCS, &c.,

8 Green Street.
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STANTON & BUTLER
9 I, Fayette St., one door from Charles,
RALTIMDRE,

b 1 S
T. M. REGER,
PHOTOREAPHER,
No. 915 Arch Street, north side,
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FOR VAL ar RECEL I‘r]f.D, hawve 5(1)"9‘;!.;;}.(3(1. sold, r.r..\’.n'i_w/ , and (J;’/
these presents do bargain, sell and assign unto 2 /y/"/ //CZ{’(/%/{_,

(?J*-—é ém«. ﬁlg_— 4 e —= Shares
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r&_ng drafted the lawful wedded wife

being duly sworn, deposes
. AF A
(i3 P o AR ¢ AN AL L ; . mpgny....& 0, H L Regiment; that, at that time, he was a

resident of the town of.../ [ W& LEET w3tate of Wisconsin, and that she
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THIS INSURANCE 1S GRANTED upsm representations made in the applieation of the nssured, of the same sumber and date of this Folley, to whish for o more particular deseription reference Is bad, and forms s
part thezeef, dusiag the torm of five years, commencing at 12 o'clock, meridian, co the day of dute herect, and ending at 12 o'clock, merilian, on the same day of the rame menth, five years thereafter,

Tho asgured shall in all cases be eoncluded and bound by sald applicatisn, and the Company shall not be responsible for sny potice er P made to the Ay, er to any other person, unlers the same be In weiting,
duly approved by the Dircotors, and certified by the Secretary ; and If (hers be any mlsrey dens, or omivalons of cf & ing the risk, eltber In tho application for Insurance or eny notleo of alieraticns,
or I the nssured fail to st forth, in s2id applicatien or notice, the true title to s property and Interest therels, thia Policy shall be void,

If the said assured bas st the time of making this agreement any other contract of Insura=es on the property bereby insured, or any part thereof, not d fn the eafd it for 1 then this Polley aball be
vold ; and if the sald sssured shall hereafter make any other contract for Insurance on the property hereby Insured, or on any pact thereof, and shall not obtain the consent of the Diirectors of this Company thereto, then this Insurance
shall ba vold. And Ia case of other Insuracce cn the property hereby Insured, whetber pricr or subsequent to the date of this Policy, whether such Insurance Is valid or binding and oblizatory as a contract of Instrance on the partles
thereto, cr elther of them, or not, the sszured shall not In case of loss receive any greater proportion of the lots cr damage sustalned than the amount bereby insured shall bear (o the whola amcunt Insured ca sald property, as kereln
etated,

Thls Policy shall be veid after the setilerent of the estate of the assured, and divislon of the property ameng the belrs.

In all cases of fire, or loas or damage thereby, or of exposurs to loss or damage thereby, it shall be the duty of the eemured to use all possible diligence In saring and preserving the property, at hls own expenso ;. and If the sald
essured fal w0 o do, ihis Company will mot be held responsiblo for any loas or damage sustalued In consequence of smch neglect.  Nor will this Cempany be liabls 1o make feod ey loss by theft.  Nor will this Company bo answerable
for any loss arlsing from the use of fires In any bullling unprovided with good and substanttal stooe or brick chhmneys : mor ln conscquence of pipes passing threugh the roef or side of any bullding : ner In conscquence of neglect or
devlation from laws or police regulations made to prevent sccldents from fires : nar for any Joss by fire that shall criglnate from mabes, unless they are kept In a sound stone or Lrick ssb-bole or house, of kept thirty feet from the
wroperty bereby lnsured, or any fenes or other combustible material d th : mor for any lJoss from the exploslon of gunpowder or steam boller ; nod the keeplag of frlction matches In any place except closo metallle
vezsels or safes, will render the Palley void. o

And itls further agreed that the Company may at any time cancel this Policy, or any part thereof, by vote of directors, to take efect when the Secretary of the Company shall notlfy the assured thercof in writlng j and all
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St all $Blen by these IS, e ity S e

are held and firmly bound unto_the Trustees of the Township of. @)’M and their successors in
office, in the penal sum of ...(€4¢cc . . A cteectoarl ... Dollars, to the pay-

ment of which well and truly to be made, we do hereby jointly and severally bind ourselves, our heirs, Ex.

ccutors and Administrators. Sealed with our Seals, and dated this.. 29 _ day of dlr/,,”/( A.D.1865 —
The condition of the above obligation is such, that whereas, the said & : /

was on the ,__,/.',é;..i....day of .42 —:“"'6 A DL 1865 duly ﬁt,:’and qualified Supervisor

of road District No 2/ in said Township. Now if the said (o el shall faithfuny

discharge and perform all his duties, and pay over all monies that may come into his hands, as such Super.

visor, according to law, then this obligation to be void, otherwise in full force and virtue in law.

oy

Approved by us this.. 24301 day of
’ I r
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PHILADELPHIA FAMILY MOURNING STORE

W e s m@

Beught o/ BESSON & 80

7 Tiporters and Wholesale and Retall Dealers in Mourning Goods exclusively, 3

No. 918 CHESTNUT STREET,
TERMS NET CASH. Between Ninth and Tenth Sts., (South side).
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