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Figure 3. Closeup of the
playing card stamp affixed
to the document illustrated
in Figure 2. The initials in
the oval cancel are those of
Wisconsin state treasurer
Samuel D. Hastings.

s R Lt

Secretary of State.
N :-t-_.r.\_.,/'- ity

(o D)

revenue stamp printers Butler
& Carpenter of Philadelphia,
weighed in on the issue.

The letter from the commis-
sioner announced a policy of
using documentary stamps for
documents and proprietary
(and playing card) stamps for
proprietary articles.

How closely was this law
governing internal revenue
policy adhered to? As a gener-
al rule, it was adhered to
rather closely.

Comparatively few docu-
ments bear proprietary or
playing card stamps to pay a
tax normally satisfied with a
documentary stamp.

While there are far, far few-

er surviving examples of

first opened, which explains
why a used example is valued
at $160 in the 2005 Scott Spe-
cialized Catalogue of United
States Stamps and Covers.

Samuel D. Hastings, Wis-
consin state treasurer, used a
2¢ blue perforated playing
card stamp to pay the 2¢ flat
tax on the military allotment
receipt illustrated in Figure 2.
He used his classic and well-
known upright oval hand-
stamp to cancel the stamp.

A closeup of the stamp is
pictured in Figure 3.
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