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THE STORY BEHIND THIS CAMEL I‘iAIL COVER

By Bruce Condé

Between Taiz, Yemen's new royal capital city, residence of H.M. the Imam Ahmad I,
and the country's ancient capital, Sana'a, on an 8,000-foot plateau, deep in the
almost-inaccessible mountains of southwestern Arabia, lies a steep pass.
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Lord Long-

N.F.U.; and Air Vice Marshal Hopps, of the
Agricultural Engineers Association.

Final bargaining over the money to be
paid by the Russians for over 60 cattle, 200
sheep and 90 pigs took 10% hours. A price
of about £55,000 was eventually struck.

Another drama was the discovery by a
Scottish stockman that he had left his kilt
behind. It has been flown out to him.

Seven Pillars to Post

T a luncheon given last week for Prince

Ibn al-Hassan, son of the Prime Minister
of the Royal Yemen and himself an Army
commander, T heard that not all his officers
are of Arab blood. s

His operational communiques are writ-

ten by a former colonel in the American

™

. “ . f
Overseas Male.

Army, Lt.-Col, Abdurraman de Bourbon
Condé, who has served on all fronts during
the present fighting.

A descendant of the Bourbon line, a
Moslem convert and a member of the tough
Zeidi sect, he is also adviser on postage
stamp design to the Yemeni Post Office.

ONDON WEEK BY

He v
wond(
acadel

At
in tht
a larg
grove
days ¢

N¢
showi

Hu
JeEn

Duke
Amba
pense
memk

the la

A
parab
will i
—ifl]
has n

Ga
I P

politi

It
duced



YEMEN

ﬁwmfef Ceeton. - 1962-19%.

{
{ue Poam¢ Jisf to Gomie

7
L

Eovaa,;c_.'r Leatret pristeasuteo 8 V9L d Pueide

UBWIBIINPQY WRBISI-[8 JI8S S9oulld auj ‘H'Y'L ‘UI0Jal
10y sjuswaAowr yjnof reindod pal PEY OUA S,03 IfeUl UT
wewl Sunok wWeYl JO U0q pue A[wed [8£0d aU} JO sIaq
~WAUI 9I9M 19UINED 8yl JO A[UO OMT, 'SPIBPUE}S ABP jUds
—a1d 0} Supioooe juswjredep UJEBS Ul UOIBIIS[UWIDE - JO
UO[IBZ[UISPOW JO SPOYJAW 3saq 8} judwddwi pue Apngs
0] PaJY3I[P SIam SISqUIAW S}] PuB ‘UOjsod uey3 Iayjel
JpIoW JO SISBQ B UO ‘AIUN02 aUj JO Sulelq 1s9g ayj woy
pauIIo] SeM AIIS[UUI S[QISUOSal © ‘AUI} AWBS Y3 IV

siejenbpeay eawd siy je ‘ssedp B|jeq U] 'wew) Bujybiy suswe )

™~

‘meIsord
wriogal ® poyoune[ A[@JE[PSWIWII PUB ‘UO[IEDO] [BIJUSD
e ‘geueg 0} Yoeq [ejlded a8y} DPalIdjsuBl] ‘UL PIUIEa[
10 BwA[D JO 3Jo[[02 [BI0303[@ AU} AQ |IBUIBWII BAT}O3[I
aUJ 03 Pa3dons 0} PajeUfWION U8a( PEY oYUM ‘USIBI2A0S IB[
-ndod pu® Sunok ayL ‘PBEWYUY WEWI 3ayj ‘I19Ule] 3jel S|

JO Ujesp ayj uo ‘g9eT Iaquiajdsg 8T U0 duodul ay} oj pa
-paaoons ‘IpBg-18 PIWWEBYOWN ‘WeW] jUasaId SUsWex

wopMy a175d

ppop 93 Sppakhy vownf) *

Pvd <prwmabobuasig» Yl *

Puspsy S, 9h0ayd ¥

uprsvnu( puv vno) worpMiby x

2961 Ayl 3 oI,

79 -290!

sovad @uv wogee2l ‘edusguUadagu;
20 w@mmzuww n.ﬁnmwﬁy\\n‘ rwruw%
wmz% 23 o zumsa2 wzuam %)

X
m&u:.u&

) Qodﬁm Q\.&* s& &QQ

mg 13

In od adod 0% 03

puy Figo a3 w1 2007
aem .593»\ .I,..:_ Oh MO EMINIHVL VY
h;.?.us\q ..sa._t«h 2)3) Jivaew 30 53.33?_

Lala) 30 W0ISX0 N0 h VEL 9~} WaRIMARD
W SSimewmof dpimplaom ey Yaawmn s



YEMEN

9 - 5% v Celletic betieri

THE OBSERVE

by GAVIN YOUNG

MOUNTAINOUS Yemen is a country in a desperate confusion
born of war, tribal anger and foreign meddling. It is the shy ancient
land of mocha coffee and the Queen of Sheba. But today a bitter
war rages between thousands of Yemeni tribesmen and 25,000 to
30,000 Egyptian troops backed by a gallimaufry of modern arms—
tanks, heavy guns and jet bombers.

It is a fluctuating war of swirling hand-to-hand battles in arid
defiles ; of ambushes in which tribesmen stuff headcloths into Egyptian
tank exhaust pipes and hack the helpless crews (o pieces among the
rocks; of blanket bombing by the jets that scream down on Yemenis
crouching on jagged hillsides like hares hiding from hawks; of sudden
bone-splintering explosions of mines laid secretly and tenderly in the
path of Egyptian vehicles. It is fought in a lunar landscape of thread-
bare, haphazard mountain peaks that punctuate the skyline row on row
like an old man’s rotting teeth.

The Yemen's misery began 18 months ago when a group of town-
bred officers and politicians in Sanaa, the capital. induced units of
Yemen's ramshackle army to shell the palace of the newly installed
ruler, Imam Mohammed Al-Badr, forcing him to seek refuge with
loyal tribes in the northern Yemen. The new republican regime, unable
to stand against the furious tribesmen, called for Egyptian military
assistance. By the beginning of last year some 40,000 of President
Nasser's troops were bogged down in the defence of his Yemeni
protégés.

The outcome of the present
future of Britain's military base in
Aden, which the republicans claim
as part of Yemen. The British-
sponsored sheikhly rulers of the
infant South Arabian Federation
that buffers Yemen and Aden be-
lieve the republic is actively
waging a campaign of subversion
to unseat them. At the same time,
if the republican Yemenis survive
and prosper, the Saudi Arabian
monarchy would feel menaced.
On the other hand, President
Nasser’s prestige would suffer im-
measurably if *“his” republic
were overthrown by the royalist
armies.

Vital port

Sanaa, the heart of this shaky
republic, crouches on a tawny
plain, a dusty town of narrow, tall
houses built like forts, hole-in-the-
wall shops, coffee-houses and
mosques, It is one of only four
towns of any size in a country
the size of England and Scotland.
It is said to be cleaner since the
revolution ; the main square has
been given a coat of asphalt : in one
corner a new Egyptian bank
stands as the sole sign of
modernisation. It is ringed by

struggle could vitally affect the

FEDERATION

GULF OF ADEN
Royalists operate throughout

‘emen faces

mountains that rear like Pacific
breakers over the narrow road-links
to Taiz—where foreign diplomats
reside in irritated isolation—and

the shaded area: republicans
control the rest, including the
four key towns and the road
to Saada. China built the

its angry

GAVIN YOUN{

Egyptians and Yemenis who guard ‘strong man' Al-Umri.

At the U.N. last week Britain countered accusations of * a barbaric
air attack ' on Yemen by claiming responsibility for ‘the territorial
integrity of the Federation of South Arabia.” But who controls
Yemen itself? Gavin Young, who has previously brought back
first-hand reports from the forgotten wars in Nagaland, Angola and
Kurdistan, has visited both sides in Yemen.
reports he writes here about the Egyptian-dominated republicans.

emplacements. tank parks, infan-
try bivouacs. Egyptian army tents
dot the nearest mountain heights
and beyond these are the royalist
guerrilla bands. They have the
run of a vast crescent of territory
arching from a point halfway be-
tween Sanaa and Hodeida in the
west to a point no more than per-
haps a dozen miles from Sanaa to
the east and extending south-east
to the State of Beihan in the South
Arabian Federation.

Within this area are scores of
villages and small towns and a
greal wilderness of daunting hills.
But its importance lies in the fact
that it is the home of the great
majority of Yemen's fighting tribes
and a high percentage of the
country’s population. Without the
acquiescence of these angry men
there can never be peace in the
republic, ;

The Imam is now installed in a

onmulav af comdlhsmmad cadioa o

In the first of two

Nations observers on the Sau
Yemeni border whose job it is
watch for arms smuggling.
There are other U.N. observi
at Hodeida and a headquarters st
in Sanaa itself. They are there

' observe the progress of a U.

* disengagement plan " agreed

last year. According to this ple
the Saudis undertook to stop all ¢
to the royalists, and the Egyptia
undertook to withdraw their troo
from Yemen. The plan was |
tended to enable the Yemenis

achieve a political settleme
among themselves.

Visa delay

IT TOOK a few days to get a vi
at the Yemeni Republic’s embas
in Cairo, where the atmosphe
was one of friendly confusiq
Britain' does not recognise the 1
public—although the Americans ¢

et i i
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OBSERVER
Britain ﬂying out
troops to Aden

after Yemen clash

by PATRICK SEALE and GAVIN YOUNG

Nl

SIX HUNDRED British troops are being flown to Aden
this weekend to reinforce the South Arabian Federal
Army, now engaged in a running battle with tribal
irregulars near the Yemen border. An advance party of
100 arrived in Aden early today.

The decision to fly out troops follows a serious clash
on Friday between British-commanded forces and well-

equipped guerrillas, believed to be organised in the new
Republic of Yemen.

The fighting started when a British patrol was ambushed
by rebels in mountain country 7.000 feet high. Two Britons
were killed—Captain Robin Edwards, aged 27, from Padstow.
Cornwall, and Sapper Warburton, from Manchester.

Two otherr wounded men,
Signalman M, J. Baker, from
Northampton, and Private W. J.
Hamilton, from Workington,
Cumberland, managed to return
to base and are now in hospital.

The fighting was the worst since
1958 in this rugged barren country
astride the Aden-Dhala road, 20
miles south of the Yemen border.
Another British officer, Major
' Michael Linfoot, was killed by a
landmine in the area a week ago.

The First Battalion of the King’s
Own Scottish Borderers are flying out
from Lyneham, Wiltshire, today and
tomorrow, to strengthen the British
and Arab forces. They are based at
Shorncliffe, near Folkestone. This 1s
in response to an urgent request by

the South Arabians ‘for military aid.

GULF OF ADEN
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harness Allah
Royalists who have |
the Cairo-supported
to dispose of the Im;
have used more th
rocket-launchers and
air control, the Roy
are still as near as
miles at one point ta

capital, Sana.

I found copies of two leaf-
lets dropped to the Yemenis
in thousands by Egyptian air-
craft, both documents being

headed “ In the Name of God o

the Merciful.”

One warned the inhabitants
of Al Hawaseleh and Al Khabt
that *“you will be extinguished
completely to make you an

by mule and on foot from the
Saudi Arabian frpontier. Because
of the discomfort of reaching this
point, and because diplomats
accred:ted to the Republican

regime in Sana are restricted in |l

their movements, little is known
of this one-sided war,

Only one prince is closer to
the walls of the capital than the
Emir, his cousin, Prince Abdullah
ibn Hassan, who is on the east
side of the city. | To  him the
Imam has delegated the task of
negotiating with the Egyptians the
possible release of 200 Egyptlan
prisoners-of-war,

‘The Red Cross could carry on
discussions between Sana, and the
Prince’s headquarters in daily

| iournevs of little over an' hour. | ..

A0 Aar D
Hasse’nem, of Suez.

Presldent Nasser's reluctance to
let the world realise what is going

on in the Yemen is sometimes

taken to extraordinary lengths.

Dr. Spirgi, of the Inremat.;una]‘

Red Cross was visiting the
Prince’'s forward area when he
fell off a mule and broke his back.
E;:;yr ‘Abdullah sent a message into

a asking the Egyptians to send

a helicopter, But three days passed
before they ventured to do so.

(mam well
‘ The Imam, wbo is 44, is bear-

ing up well to ravolution, attemp-
ted assassination,, bombing, shoot-

ing, war and discomfort.

_ He normally works in his cave |
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EGYPTIAN
BOMBER
ATTACKS

HOSPITAL

' From LORD KILBRACKEN
ROYALIST EEAD-

QUARTERS, Qara, Yemen

(message delayed, received

in London today).

An Egyptian bomber has

- attacked the hospital

“ETe.

Red Cross personnel,
including male nurse
Arnold Plummer, aged 50,

A
0 r Urrey, were
treating wounﬁea‘:ﬁhen a
twin-engined Ilyushin,
probably based at Sana,
made a low-level surprise
attack dropping a stick of
four bombs.

The hospital is un-
defended and completely

1

LORD KILBRACKEN

isolated on an empty
mountain side.

The bombs exploded
near the house causing
neither damage nor
casualties. The yusmn
was unescorted.

Not identifiable

identifiable as a
from the air and It is a
mystery why it was-siugied
out by the pilot.

Plummer has been in
the Red Cross 20 years and
1S nov completing  six
ths duty in Yemen.
‘Red Crgss t.ea

The building was not
a hospital

RA GING ON

Border is sealed as more
British troops fly in

ADEN, Monday.—Sharif Hussein Bin Ahmed, the
Minister nf the Interior of the South Arabian Federa-
tion, said in Aden that he had received authoritative
report.s from Yemen confirming that two British soldiers
had been decapltated and their heads displayed in the

Yemen city of Taiz.

He said that the heads had
been carried through the streets
of Taiz.

The two men were Captain
Robin Edwards. 27, of the
Somerset and Cornwall Light
Infantry, from Padstow, Corn-
wall, and Sapper John Warbur-
ton, of the Royal Engineers,
from Manchester.

They wer> killed last Thurs-
day in a clash with rebels in 4
the Radfan Mountains, near the -

Yemen border.

Another casualty

Today British officials also
announced that Second Lieuten-
ant Paul Long, of the First East
Anglian Regiment, was wounded
last week.

Lieutenant TLong, 22, from
Norfolk. is in hospital in Aden.
He suffered only a minor flesh
wound and is said to be “satis-
factory.”

The fighting between British-
backed Federal = troops and
Yemeni supported rebels is
continuing in the Radfan

mountains.

A Middle East Command
spokesman said today that
“reconnaissance in strength”
was going on to find out the
strength of the Radfan tribes-
men, most of whom had been
seen in khaki umiform.

South Arabian Federa-

L%
’,,.,J SOUTH ARABIAN
: FEDERATION

tion  authorities have
closed the border with
the Yemen and are

turning back traffic.

Aden puhce rounded up
Yemenis for interrogation and
possible deportation.

Unconfirmed reports
about 250 Federal
belonging to Radfan tribes
have been ordered to take a
month's leave prior to their
discharge.

Airlift completed
The RAF t.o%dv combleted the
airlift of 600 ng's Own' Scot-
tish Borderers to Aden.
’I'hey were joining vhe offen-
sive against the rebels in the
Radfan area of jagged
mwnta;im and rock - strewn | e
valleys, &
?:ther with Arab Lroop ol‘ :
\ Federal A
will, nmessm;;. cont.lnue
'y operations until Yemen- |
d rebels are completely

said
soldiers




UN

Lountact fedtiod 1962-1970

. bridwn arfo frbnein MERCeant €5

SECOND ‘LAWRENCE’ FOILED
NASSER’S ARMY

IN YEMEN

By IAN COLVIN
OW a force of 80 British and French
mercenaries, acting as the military brain
of the Yemen, outwitted an Egyptian army of
60,000 for four years, is now revealed in the
first exclusive interview by the force leader,
Col James Johnson, formerly of 21 Special

Air Service.

“Jim ” Johnson is an elusive City and West End
clubman, whom President Nasser badly wanted to

capture.
for seven years!”
Cairo.

For years Col Johnson has
been dodging interviewers
irying to obtain the inside on
British secret operations in
the Middle East.

This retired officer, sitting in
his Chelsea home, has told me
the real story of a private
venture in the Yemen by
British ex-officers and men,
which caused a clash between
President Kennedy and 10
Downing Street and saved
Saudi-Arabia from an invasion
by President Nasser.

When .  Republican rebels
attacked the Imam of Yemen's
?alace in Sana’a on Sept. 26,

962, Egypt already had troop-
ships steaming down the Red
Sea to support them. )

The first Egyptian paratroops
landed at Hodeida in a Hitler-
like operation four hours after
the shelling of the palace.

President Nasser had pre-
viously sent assessments to
President Kennedy through the
Central Intelligence Agency
that it would take him 14-days
with 7,000 men to pacify the
Yemen. .

..He fthen meant to remove

“1 would give him a holiday in Egypt —
he told a diplomat visiting

\_‘;QMRAN_SAIJDI
3 \saoa MARABIA
i i~
i
\YEMEN % ¢
@SANA'A Y
. - -

I}

0 MILES tOO-___"_"

In November, 1967, on
independence, the new

government,of the Federa-
tion of South Arabia
changed its name to the
Peoples’ Republic of the
South Yemen.

leader, Prince Abdullah bin

Hassan. 3 . :
“They could see their target,

the Egyptian MiG aircraft,

srnaas. hut Princa  Ahdullah,

| accepted

thousands of feet helow on the ;

Harold Beeley, British Ambassa-

dor in Cairo, argued that Britain
should not support the lesser
Arab nationalisms of the Kings
and Sheikhs against the greater
nationalism of President Nasser,
but this policy had only been
y the Cabinet with
some reservations.

The rights and wrongs of
Egyptian- and Anglo-French ac-
tivities in the Yemen divided
the Cabinet, with- Mr Butler,
Foreign Secretary, as chief dove
and Sir Alec Douglas-Home, the
Prime Minister, inclined to
sympathise with the Royalist
cause,

But much was kept secret
from Sir Alec. President
Kennedy, who was then seeking
some common round with
Russia against colonialism and
imperialism seems.in November,
1963, to have received from the
Central Intelligence Agency a
full report on the Anglo-French
cadre working in the Yemen.

Kennedy angry

He telephoned 10 Downing
Street in the third week of Nov.,
1963, for an angry and critical
‘scrambler ” conversation with
the British Prime Minister.

He wanted to know whether
Sir Alec was really aware the
extent of the mercenary opera-
tion as reported by the CIA
boys and whether the British
Government was involved. Sir
Alec promised to make inquiries,
“But don't ring me back to-
morrow,” said the President, “I
shall be in Dallas, Texas.”

The assassination of President
Kennedv on Nov. 22 had the
incidental effect of ending an
awkward dialogue between the
White House and 10 Downing
Street about the Yemen war.

With truces, intrigues, lulls
ambushes and battles, the
Yemen war was to continue for
nearly four years longer.

Tomorrow: How Equpt Used
Poisoned Gas—The Muystery of
the Arms Drops—Training
An  Arab  Resistance—Britain
Quits Aden.




Rhodesia plane ﬂewl

Iron Curtain arms

to Yemen

Royalists

By IAN COLVIN
£ TH'E first arms delivery by air to the Imam
and his army in the Yemen took place

on Aug. 11, 1963,” Col “Jim ” Johnson, the

British Chief Adviser to the Imam, told me

yesterday.

Col Johnson, who was
continuing his account of
the secret operations behind
the Yemen war, published
exclusively in The Daily
Telegraph yesterday, said:

“These arms, tricked out
of Iron Curtain countries on
the pretext of equipping a
revolution in Africa, had to
be brought in by a rounda-
bout route. We engaged Jack
Malloch of Rhodesian Air
Services to fly them in. .

“Pive flights in all by
Rhodesian Air Services cleared
the Communist arms deliveries
into the hands of the Yemeni
Royalists.”

Airlift preblems

In November, 1963, a_Constel-
lation aircraft registered in Aus-
tria was unluckily grounded at
Djibuti in French Somaliland be-
cause the French authorities
thought these arms deliveries
could no longer be overlooked.

This posed a problem to the
Anglo-French _advisers in the
Yemen. If French Somaliland
and the South Arabian Federa-
tion were to be put out of
bounds for diplomatic reasons,
the whole operation might
founder.

Fighting had become heavy in’

1963 after the first arms deliv-
eries and it was imperative not
to leave the tribesmen in the

lareh.
A T lemimna thanomada g frug.

“Poison gas was the worst
weapon which we had to face in
the Yemen,” Col Johnson con-
tinued.

A bulletin in Col Johnson's
files gives a full description of
the worst attack:

“At 0730 (GMT+3) on 5th
January, 27 gas bombs were
dropped at Ketaf. The raid
started with two MiGs each drop-
ping one smoke bomb.

“ Nine Ilyushin 28's then drop-
ped the gas, three aircraft at
a time, three bombs per aircraft,
upwind of the village of Ketaf.

“The bombs made a crater
three feet deep and six feet wide
and released the gas in a grey-
green’ cloud which drifted with
the wind over the village of
Ketaf. :

“All but 5 per cent. of the
people within two kilometres
downwind of the bombs’ impact
point have died or, in the opinion
of the International Red Cross
mission sent to the spot, are
likely to die.

%200 deaths ”

“Deaths now fotal well over
200.  All animals in the area
also perished, and crops and
vegetation turned brown.

“ Until the following morning
a grey-green cloud of gas hung
low over the village. Those un-
fortunate enough to breathe it
com};l)ared its smell to yeast or
fresh fruit.

“Most of its' victims were
dead within 10 to 50 minutes of
the attack.
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atdtnai ltudter;  waag  basax
had to think carefully,” . said
Col Johnson.

Mr Harold Wilson, however,
came out with an answer to a
Parliamentary question, saying
that “such evidence as I have
suggests pretty strongly that
poison gas may have been used.

“This is a matter of deep
concern. It is a matter for Saudi
Arabia, if she desires, to raise
at the United Nations.”

His assessment

What was Col Johnson’s
assessment of the effect of gas
warfare? *“It was the one
weapon which terrified the
tribes, who were not afraid of
Egyptian gunfire, never minded
air strikes and laughed at their
ground forces.”

What kind of training did the
European advisers give?- “ Qur
principal efforts were directed
towards getting radio liaison
teams with all army com-
manders, and by the end of 1966
we had complete coverage of the
country with one central head-
quarters.

* We also established weapon
training teams, one of the big-
ﬁest of which was commanded
y Capt. Bob Denard under the
control of Col Faulques. This
French team trained about,
10,000 men in all kinds of
weapons up fo and including
recoilless rifles.” :

How were the arms bought
and who paid? “All this required
the purchase of very large quan-
tities of weapons from Europe.
I assisted the officials of certain
embassies friendly to the Imam’s
cause in their perfectly legal
purchases through reputable
arms dealers, who in the case of
London obtained certificates
through the Board of Trade be-
fore shipment., All payments
were made in advance with
cheques signed by the Yemeni

Foreign Minister.”
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