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The Ruhleben Express Delivery Ticket Service had its own device
for cancelling mail as well as its own envelopes.




= ONE |
THIED - PENNY] |

BB A A P aliee, o

Die A
5 L{C_f T J’,-'_. -

228
BPA




4 y;} Wack No Lk P,f U (hm&é

This opinion is given subject to the conditions._ /
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A special cancellation was used on all mail pos:c,ed Nolrember S
1915 to commemorate the end of the first year of imprisonment.




Money orders over five Marks
cost 1ld to send.
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The Ruhleben School of Languages sent the R.X.D. one Mark
on September 3, using a money order form with an imprinted
1/3d stamp. The order was marked PAID September A4 (back)
and mailed back to the School, September 5, using a 1/24
stamp. This 1s the First Day of Use of the cancelation on
the stamp (upper left). Mr. C. Thomas was the mailman.
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The postcard rate remained at 1/3d as seen by this card mailed
March 4, 1916. Note the use of the new cancelling device.

»

If not called for within 24
brs from Date of Postmark

P will be sold,

=2 DA LN, 7o oa
L - |

Special Order Dept.
Bond St W.
Date as postmach,

The i P
ordered jor you ha \f airived. Piease
call for sam= as sodbn as possible.
Please note v M . . .

Bus/ness hours: 915 - 1116 a.m.
350 -4 30 p.m.
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The Committee is of the opinion that the
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An Official stamp was also produced at this time. The circled
value was replaced by a five-pointed star and the whole overprinted
diagonally in green with the two-line legend "On / Service'.

Postal Money Order carrying an
Official stamp and the signature
of Mr. Kamp, the originator of
the R.X.D.
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An Official Postcard was also prepared.
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Post Office.
5, King Edward St. W.C.
Date as Poal’fﬂatﬁ.
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how the stamps appeared before phe value dies were applied.
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Proofs of the 1/3d value
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Envelope - Provisional Die B, 119:94 mm.,
green indicium (I/Bd) and selling price
(1/2d) at lower left.
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Letter-sheets with the 1/3d stamp imprinted were sold at

or two for 15 pfennig.
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Bar ., M Box Loft

Dzar Sir. [ bag toremind ycou,.
that the }shsarsa.’jo:
o v ; VERD!'S REQUIEM
e takes plzce ct ;U am in the Corner-
house Club (teh Bar, 7) on
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The "R.X.D." was originated by MNr. Albert Kamps. The central
post office was on special premises with three or four working
rooms. There were twenty-five letter boxes about the camp and these
were emptied eight tlmes on week-days and three times on Sundays.

The letters were taken to the post,K office, postmarked, sorted, and
then sent out on the delivery routes.

Additional deliveries were made separately for the "Cash on De-
livery" service. Special "postage due" stamps were made for this by
overprinting impressions of the first die with the word "DUE" in
green running diagonally from lower left to upper right.

July, 1915
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Later in 1915 a second type of stamp with the words "EXPRESS DE-
LIVERY" across the bottom appeared. On the second key-die, the cen-
ter 1s left clear, and the denominatlons are inserted by means of
addltional handstamps Dbearing the values in figures ilnside a single=-
line circle. The stamps of this series were produced in sheets of
ten, perforated 11%.

1915
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Miscellaneous used stamps of the second type showing both ;
normal and commemorative cancelations.

| "The service (R.X.D.) flourished for nearly 12 months, until the
i military authorities discovered that the managers were selling to
' outside collectors, at fancy prices, sets of Ruhleben stamps that in-
slde the camp cost only one mark, and that these stamps were actually
quoted and reproduced ln German and Austrian catalogs. Thereupon the
authorities confiscated the remainder of the postal stock, suppressed
the organisation, and lmprisoned its enterprising managers for three
weeks in the 'blrd cage'. A few weeks later arose a successor in the
form of the I'Camp Messenger Service'!, but as this had none of the

picturesque accessories of the R.X.D. 1t had only a languishing ex-
istence."?

AMP XMAS SEALS.
¥ stamps and even its postal stationery,
s;finely-drawn black on light green poper
ind barbed wire, gazing wistfully at the
plone been offered one? Ve now have 2 only
all 4 sides one b)a perf. top and bottom
e both are verv choice property.. Each--.5.
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2 = I. Cohen, op. clt., pg 126
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This opinion is given subject to the conditions
printed on the back thereof
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