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Although the Ten Cent Registry stamp was intended solely for
use on Registered mail, Postmaster General Frank H. Hitchcock
did not prohibit the use of regular United States postage
stamps to prepay the Registered mail fee. This is illustrat-
ed by this advertising cover from Philadelphia, Pa. mailed on
December 1, 1911, the first day of the Registry Stamp. This
usage, from a major post office, confirms that the special
Registry issue was superfluous.




First Month Use

First month covers are difficult to find. Postal
clerks had wused regular issue stamps to prepay the
registry fee from June 1, 1867 when the Post Of-
fice Department first required +that the registry
fee be paid by stamps. Apparently, the clerks did
not favor the new stamp or perhaps the stamps were
only initially available in the larger post offices.
The cover below is dated December 7, 1911 and was
mailed from Gardiner, New York to New York City.




Cambination cover, Ten Cent Registry Stamp and two cent value of Pan-—
Zmerican Exposition Issue on cover dated October 8, 1915. From New
York, New York to Wilmington, Delaware.




Covers showing unusual stamps other than the current one and two
cent Washington and two cent stamped envelope variety are the ex-
ception; the postal clerk took whatever stamps were easiest for
them and applied them to the covers. Top, first class postage
rate of two cents is prepaid with two one cent values of the Pana-
ma Pacific Exposition issue. Below, the rate is prepaid with two
one cent values of the Jamestown Exposition issue. Note the cov-
er is from the Economist Stamp Company on Nassau Street and is ad-
dressed to Eugene Klein, a noted Philadelphia stamp dealer.

IF NOT DELIVERED IN FIVE DAYS RETURN TO

ECONOMIST STAMP CO,,
87 NASSAU STREET

Qiﬁém_

u‘, Mr. Eugene Klein,

«{Q‘iﬂre Bldg.,
Phila., Pa.




Double Weighted First Class

egistered covers usually have the single rate of first class
stage prepaid, double weighted first

is
+3
own

class covers are nice




. much sought after combination

is the Registry Stamp used with-
a Special Delivery Stamp. This
cover, with an E-8, was mailed
from Brooklyn, New York, July
23, 1912 to Los Angeles where
it was received on July 27th.
Note the instruction '"To Post-
master at Los Angeles: If this
letter should reach you in time
for delivery during business
hours, please deliver at busi-
ness address 533 Citizens Na-
tional Bank Building. Special
Delivery provided for immediate

delivery, between 7 A.M. and
midnight, at any post office.



The free franking privilege
available to members of Cong-
ress and the Executive Depart-
ments did not include registry
fees, so these had to be pre-
paid by stamps. The Department
of the Interior Penalty Frank
did not include the registra-
tion fee so the registry stamp
was added.



019385 :
Department of the Interior.
UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE.

The. Chemical/Mfg.  Co.; 0% C&

836 Union 0il. Bldg., Lo

A

Department of the Interior.

UNITED STATES LAND OFFICE,

REGISTLLLD

Jean Gariador,

1lifornia,
s Angeles, Cal.

_F .
CO.0v

Buffalo,

-

Wyoming.




The free franking privilege available to members of Congress and the
Executive Departments did not include the registry fees, so these had
to be paid by stamps. The Department of the Interior Penalty Frank

did not include the Registration fee so the Registry Stamp was added.




Combination covers are interesting and unusual. Covers showing
registry and parcel post stamps are among the most difficult to
find since the registry stamp had been formally withdrawn prior
to July 1, 1913, the date when parcel post stamps could be used
to prepay first class mail rates.

Charles L. Hofmann

‘Richmond, Va.

Parcel Post Combination Cover. Coffman, West Virginia
(February 23, 1914) to Richmond, Virginia.



Two cent Parcel Post stamp used to pay
1913) from Dallas, Maine to Cleveland, Ohio.

'

HERBERT 4 FLINT
CLEVELAND

OHIO
U. S. A,

L, N. PLAGE
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Registration stamp tied together
with Parcel Post 15¢ value and 1¢
regular postage to large part of
envelope front by Washington, Ga.
box cancel on registered cover.



Canada Usage

Double weighted first-class from Caseville, Michigan to Amherst-

The trip,
A cover retrieved from King-

berg, Ontario, dated New Years Day, January 1, 1913.
via Detroit took three days (above).

ston, Ontario. It was mailed from Schenectady, New York on Feb-

ruary 7, 1914 and arrived in Kingston exactly one week later via
Buffalo and Toronto (below).




The 10¢ Registry Stamp used with a 2¢ Regular Issue of 1912 on a
cover dated May 6, 1913, One day earlier, on May 5, 1913, Post-
master General Albert S. Burleson ordered the use of the special
registry stamp discontinued when the supply on hand was exhausted.
The corner card is from H. F. Dunkhorst, an old-time Washington,
D.C. dealer in U.S. and foreign postage stamps.




The 10¢ registry fee was usually paid to protect the contents

of an envelope. The sender of this letter placed the stamp
over the flaps to make sure the letter was not tampered with
while in transit. It is backstamped with the town and date

stamp from Expose, Mississippi.
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The postal laws and regulations stated that "a legible
impression of the postmarking stamp shall be placed twice
on the back of each letter and other sealed articles...
The postmark shall not be placed on the face of first
class registered mail." This rule was not strictly fol-
lowed as evidenced by this cover from Lykens, Pennsylvan-
ia to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, which, in addition to the
two postmarks by the originating post office on the back,
contains the town registry postmark on the front as well.

By
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PERFINS

Perfins were authorized on May 8, 1909 and were therefore in use during
the currency of the Registry Stamp. However, on cover examples of this
stamp are extremely rare. This is an example used by the A. J. Deer Co.
Ltd. of Hornell, New York on August 18, 1913 on an Advertising Cover.




Chaglotte Philatelic Soclety

UNITED STATES
THE 10¢ REGISTRY STAMP OF 1911

"Not registered, insufficient return address" and "Found in Ordinary
Mail" markings, probably applied at San Antonio, Texas, graphically
illustrates the reason for the early demise of the Registry stamp.
Registered mail must be presented for recording at a post office
window, but with this stamp the public sometimes mistakenly dropped
mail intended for registration in the letter slots or boxes, thus
losing the protective service intended.

m
ll




This is the only 10¢ Registry Stamp postage due cover that I
have ever observed. The pencil notation "Reg" was probably
applied at Linn, Kansas. The manuscript”"Due 2¢" was probably
added by a postal clerk at the Cleveland, Ohio post office
where it was noted that the envelope was overweight and short-
paid by two cents. The postage due stamp, which had been
pen canceled in advance, was added in Cleveland, denoting
the amount to be collected from the addressee.




A nice hotel corner card of the Kahler House on a cover sent
from Redwood Falls, Minnesota to St. Paul, December 5, 1912.
The hotel has long been gone, but a well-known hotel chain
bearing the family name is presently being run by the grand-
son of +the owner of the Kahler House. The postmaster of
Redwood Falls in 1912 was A. E. King. The population was
1,666.

——

KAHLER HOUSE

REDWOOD FALLS, N!NNESOTA




Greek Advertising - In September, 1912, the Rompapa Travel Agency
(1) represented itself as the 'largest and best organized travel
agency in America.'(2) It offerred "tickets for 1st, 2nd and 3rd
class accommodations with all the comforts and with all companies
at practical prices.'"(3) It prov1ded "express for your trunks,"
(4) and requested that people 'write so we can make reservatlons
for you'"(5) and "hotel accommodations.'(6). It offerred "free
information.'"(7) The front left of the envelope reading vertical-
ly states, 'Send your order for your protection in the enclosed
envelope." Hence, the need for registry service to protect the
contents.
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Registration stamp used on overall advertising cover, "Miami-
Montreal Highway" used by the firm of J. K. Dorn, Real Estate
and Insurance, Miami, Florida July 17, 1912.




Double weighted first-class letter addressed to the Numismatic
Bank, Fort Worth, Texas from Green Lake, Calhoun County, Texas
June 23, 1915

San Antonio
railroad.

5 The cover 1is backstamped Houston Vicinity &
Railway Post Office indicating transportation by




Although there was no charge for providing a return receipt in
1911, there were several markings which indicated that such ser-
vice was desired; for instance, depending upon the degree of po-
liteness of the postmaster who ordered the handstamp, some said
RETURN RECEIPT requested; desired; required; or demanded.
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Advertising Cover: Mailed by the C. E. Hussman Stamp Company at
the University Station,St. Louis,Missouri to San Francisco,Cali-
fornia, April 9, 1913. This is the only full advertising cover,
front and reverse, that I have ever seen with the registration
stamp.



Advertising cover from the company of Litten & Roberts, Stocks,
Bonds, and Mortgages, Rock Island, Illinois, dated May 6, 1916.
It is addressed to August Dietz Jr. the noted Confederate States
postal history specialist.
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Backstamp

During the currency of this stamp
most ships did not have Registry
facilities and covers mailed on
board ships are most spectacular
items. This cover was mailed on
board the U.S.S. Missouri. Cov-
ers from the U.S.S. Michigan and
the U.S.S. Wyoming have been not-
ed as well.



Used multiples are not possible from a registry rate point of
view but were sometimes used in lieu of regular postage as on
this wrapper from The Postage Stamp Company, San Francisco,
California to Camden, New Jersey, in August, 1912.




Rock

Shafter, Honolulu, Hawaii,

June 11, 1915

Registered Package,
Island Arsenal to Fort




New Years Day Cover, mailed December 31, 1915 in Philadelphia, Pa.
Received and backstamped the following day January 1, 1916.




Alr_bougr very few copies with boardwalk margins are known,relatively
few copies of this stamp have been found where the perforations cut
into the design. Note the cover below from Tabby, Utah.
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Target cancel used by Station Number 13, Oakland, California,
November 29, 1913 to Portland, Oregon.




This cover bears an unusual rectangular boxed handstamp struck
in violet ink, with the description reading, "REGISTERED,/
NOV T 1912/ FOX LAKE, WIS. The cover also bears two strikes
of a2 straight-line registered handstamp. It bears this same
handstamp, struck three times, on the reverse. The Registry
Stamp is tied by a clear strike of the Fox Lake circular time
and date stamp.




Directory Markings

This cover, with the attractive

corner card of Jno J. Nolan,
Borough Secretary, Farrell, Pennsylvania, is stamped "Unclaimed"

Return to Writer." It was mailed on March 17, 1913 and re-
rned on April 4, 1913, as reflected by the Farrell, Pa. back-

markings are rarely found on registered cov-




RECEIPT DESIRED.

Hatel Kumry.

e /) @Z/Jgﬂ Z //Q/M%W/

ﬂm/ffﬁ /é?c,t?:
// i/m,.,
709‘/

Receipt Desired: A commercial cover from the Hotel Kinney, Cuba, New
York (June 9, 1915) to Northampton, Massachusetts.

PUBLISHERS NEWS COMPANY
SPRING AND MACDOUGAL STREETS
NEW YORK

Mr E W Smith

i mrringzs Calif
a °

RECEIPT REQUIRED-

Receipt Required: Cover from Station V, New York, New York (July 9, 1913)
to San Francisco, California.



Directory markings are not often found on registered covers
since people were generally quite careful about putting an
extra 10¢--big money in 1911--on a letter to someone unknown.
Illustrated is a cover marked '"Unclaimed," and "Return to
Writer." This letter was mailed from Los Angeles, California
to Oakland, California on April 9, 1913 with the sender's no-
tation "Please Forward'" in manuscript. The Oakland Post Of-
fice received the letter on April 10, 1913, but was unable to
locate the addressee. The additional markings, '"'Second Notice
April 14, 1913," and "3rd Notice April 30, 1913" bear witness
to their fruitless efforts. The letter was accordingly re-
turned to Los Angeles on May 11, 1913, as evidenced by the
backstamp from that city.




This philatelic cover, backstamped March 1, 1912, may be an
early attempt at a first day cover. In 1912, there were no
first day of sale announcements. The cover contains the
first five values of the Regular Issue of 1912, Scott numbers
405, 406, 414, 416, and 418. The Scott listed date of issue
for all of these except 416 is February 12, 1912, The date
for 416 is January 11, 1912. It would not be too surprising
if Whitney, a Washington, D. C. stamp dealer, had connections
at the post office and was tipped about the arrival of the
new issues which, of course, were printed in Washington. It
is possible that someone at the special delivery unit stamped
it "For Special Delivery" to use up some of the surplus post-
age, although there are no other special delivery markings on

the cover. The rubber stamp was made up for internal use in
connection with the dispatch of registered specials rather
than for regular window use. The registry service would en-

sure a backstamp thus verifying the date the cover passed
through the mail.
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On May 5, 1913, Positmaster General Albert S. Burleson who had replaced
Hitchcock in March of that yvearordered the use of the registry stamp dis-
continued when the supply on hand was exhausted. Although the supply
of this stamp was virtually depleted by 1921, late philatelic uses can be
found. Illustrated here are two covers showing uses after the stamp was

officially withdrawn. Since the stamp was never demonetized, it was and
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This cover, dated January 8, 1913, is addressed to Hon. Woodrow Wilson,
then Governor of the State of New Jersey. Wilson was elected President
in November, 1912 and assumed office on March 4, 1913.




20th Century United States Fancy Cancellation

In the latter part of 1928, fancy cancellations of intriguing de-
sign began to appear on the face of envelopes. These ranged from
geometric designs such as stars and crosses to intricately carved
faces, flowers, animals, boats, bugs and airplanes. They were us-
ed to bring attention to national holidays, town names, local in-
dustry and special events. Although these devices were never au-
thorized, they were used to cancel postallyv carried ail until
August, 1934 when the Post Office ended their use This example,
from Airport Station, Oakland, California is dated June 7, 1930,
and is appropriately backstamped. This is a particularly late and

unusual usage of the registry stamp.
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