HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Litd.
SANDAY EMERGENCY FLIGHT _ -

Report by the ‘Orcadian Newspaper’ on the first emergency flight by
Highland Airways on the 23" December 1936 to carry mail and parcels
on behalf of the Post Office. The large amount of parcels was due to it
being just prior to Christmas and many contained seasonal p.ou]n'y.




ALLIED AIRWAYS Ltd.
(Gander Dower)

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29" January 1937

During January 1937 there were a series of storms which prevented sea transport
between the Shetland and Orkney Islands. Due to the amount of mail that had -
accumulated the GPO chartered Aberdeen Airways Ltd. to undertake an emergency
flight to and from the Shetlands. This took place on the 29t" when James Gordon Hay
flew 9891b of mail from Aberdeen to Thurso in G-HDFI where it was transferred to
G-ACAN piloted by H.Vallence.

Messrs. W, fae Duncan,
1. New Koad,

sScalloway,

She tland.

This cover appears to have been the top of a bundle, due to the manuscript inscription.

1t is known that the islanders collected the envelopes for resale, the handwriting is that .
of a Mrs Jessie MacWhirtie who had advertised locally for these covers. Mrs
MacWhirtie was the aunt of the collector Dr. Mckensie (author of errors on stamps)




Second Sanday
Emergency Flght
28" January 1937

Inter Island Southbound Flight
Sanday - Kirkwall
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% cel were taken to
ay, and 60lbs. of letters only to
n -Sa:nday |

On this date Capt. E.E.Fresson flew from
Kirkwall to Sanday and back via Westray
and Rousay. A full report is given in the
accompanying newspaper cutting of Friday
29% January 1937,



ABERDEEN AIRWAYS Ltd.
(Gander Dower)

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29" January 1937

thson & Co. (Glasgow) Ltd.,
| Davidson Street, Dalmarnock,
LASGOW, S.E. %
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DIRECTORS: WILLIAM CLARKSON
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g::fgsg:ngﬁtﬂ £ 5 JAMES F. GALLOWAY
DALMARNOCK N R. G. CLARKSON, A.L.S.A:
GLASGOW, S.E: t

Messrs Manson & Co.,
Merchants,
Hillswick,

SHETLAND.

By the end of January, the mails for Shetland had accumulated in Aberdeen
and the Post Office chartered Aberdeen Airways to clear the backlog. They

were flown to Sumburgh in Shetland via Thurso, the first leg of the flight in
the D.H. Dragon G-ADFI and then on to Shetland in Dragon G-ACAN.
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HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Litd._ G g

_STRONSAY EMERGENCY FLI

27" January 1937

ROUSAY

Commercial cover to the director of education
at Kirkwall, carried on the return flight from
Stronsay on the 27", It has been endorsed by
Adam Smith who piloted his Dragon Rapied
G-ADAJ through appalling weather conditions.
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HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Ltd.

STRONSAY EMERGENCY FLIGHT ﬁ ﬁ

27" January 1937

On the 27t January 1937, Adam Smith, piloted a
Highland Airways Dragon Rapid G-ADAJ from
Inverness to Stronsay, via Kirkwall in appalling
weather conditions.

Mail for Sanday was also carried but no landing
could be made and the mail was returned to
Kirkwall. Mail from Stronsay (as per this cover)
bears date stamps between 22 and 27", This
example has been endorsed by both the pilot and
head postmaster at Kirkwall.

" SOUTH
' RONALDSAY

2 IUED

First Air Mail from the Island of
Stronsay, Orkney, carried by De
Havilund Rapide, G—AD: \J

Pilog, 11‘1'11_’};1:'.::11 Alrways,
oAt
ah 2

Hend Postindistey, Kirkwall,

(0. K. hw:




HIGHLAND ATIRWAYS Ltd.

SECOND SANDAY
EMERGENCY FLIGHT

28" January 1937

Commercial cover carried on the Sanday flight as far as the isle of Westray
where it was offloaded and endorsed by the post master.




Second Sanday
Emergency Flight
28% January 1937

Bad weather was continuing in the
North of Scotland and a second flight
was chartered by the Post Office.
Captain Fresson flew from Kirkwall
to Sanday and back calling at Westray
and Rousay on route. This example

from Sanday is one that had been held
up since the 25%.

0

North Ronaldsay ?

South Ronaldsay




_HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Ltd. i E

SECOND SANDAY EMERGENCY FLIGHT

28" January 1937

On the 28" January 1937 Capt.
Fresson flew a De Havilland
Dragon to Sanday in heavy
snowstorms calling at Rousay
and Westray where this item was
received. It has been endorsed by
the Postmaster at Westray.




On 28" January 1937 a second emergency
flight was made to Sanday as bad weather
still continued and impossible to carry
mail by sea. Capt. Fresson flew to Sanday
an back calling at Westray and Rousay.
Although 90kg of letters and parcels were
conveyed examples are rather scarce. This
cover carried to Rousay although
philatelic bears the endorsement of the
head postmaster, Kirkwall and that of
Capt. Fresson

Back stamp




HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Ltd.

SECOND SANDAY EMERGENCY FLIGHT

th i =
28" January 1937 i E

Bad weather was continuing in
the North of Scotland and a
second flight was chartered by
the Post Office. Capt. Fresson
flew from Kirkwall to Sanday
and back calling at Westray and
Rousay this example being a
philatelic souvenir signed by
both Fresson and the Head
Postmaster at Kirkwall.

Timsig A€ Wail from _the Teland of
Wfikag. l'l'rq.‘y, carricd by De Tt
f ./Liv—- CIT.

W(,HU dhland Airways. ] M

ITend Postmaster, hll’n\l




HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Ltd. -
SANDAY EMERGENCY FLIGHT

28" January 1937

Cover posted in Lady a parish on
the island of Sanday

The Post Office requested Highland
Airways to fly an Emergency flight ,
to the Isle of Sanday on the 28"

January to collect the mails that had

been stormbound for nearly a week.




During January 1937. the
weather was so bad that
the normal sea links to the
Shetland Isles could not
be maintained and mail
began to pile up. After it
had been stormbound for a
fortnight, the Post Office
chartered Aberdeen
Airways Ltd.. to make an
emergency mail flight to
relieve the situation.

ABERDEEN AIRWAYS Ltd.
(Gander Dower)

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29" January 1937

l POSTAGE
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ABERDEEN AIRWAYS LTp.

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT
29TH JANUARY 1937

Commercial covers dated
22nd & 24th January 1937
which were carried on
the emergency flight. It
is probable that the ad-
vertising lables were

added at a later date.




ABERDEEN AIRWAYS Ltd. '8

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT —

29™ January 1937

ONSIDE |

 The pilot, Mr James Hay. set out on| ;|
| the journey north at one o'clock. The |
g.| flight was disfinctly hazardous. In ad-

dition to snowstorms, he encountered a |1t
strong cross wind. but reached Thurso
1 |in the good time of 1} hours. There Mr |
| Hay was relieved by Mr Henry Vallance, | |
A\RWA S _ nun of | who is in charge of the regular air-|.
\ el | e ; liner which plies between Thurso and |

e o e S R e s
1 i [lands. Unfortunately, Sumburgh wire- | as |-

hat cars and |Jess station was out of order.  His|gr
ETLANDS| troubles were increased owing to the |
RPORTH fact that the ground at Sumburgh wa
| under water. Conditions were so bad |-
id | that he had to fly about 200 feet above |
12 | the water most of the way.
| He succeeded in making a landing
at Sumburgh about 4.30 in the after-

Cover carried from Aberdeen to Thurso in Dragon G-HDFI
(Capt. F.O.Gordon Hay), and then in Dragon G-ACAN
(Capt.H. Vallance). Their signatures and publicity label being
added at a later date. Note, the T.C. perfin on a coil stamp.

" | reached Quanferness, Ork
> | from Kirkwall, at 530. In
| permit him to -land, people ti
to manceuvre three cars into
th 'thg'ih.eadlégh-ts could play on

b AL Ll

ich _he carried were
to Kirkwall, and wi
ting, be brough

" drifting_ the Tomintoul

i



ALLIED AIRWAYS Ltd.

(Gander Dower)

Shetland Emergency Flight

29 January 1937

Isle of Lewis - Shetland Isles

Cover carried on the emergency flight by Aberdeen Airways Ltd. on the 29th January, the mail
for Shetlands had been accumalating for a fortnight due to the extremly bad weather preventing
the mail ship making the crossing. This particular cover has come from the Isle of Lewis on

the western isles (Stornoway) by mail boat, accross country to Aberdeen and thence flown to
Sumburgh on Shetland.



_NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH.

_AIRWAYS
EMERGENCY FLIGHT

Commercial envelope
carried to the isle of Islay
in the Sparton Cruiser C-
ACSM when Northern &
Scottish Airways operated
an emergency flight due to
the mail boat Pioneer being
disabled in the Sound of

Islay.



NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS

EMERGENCY FLIGHT

ISLAY - CAMPRBELTOWN

MARCH 12th, 1937

NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS LTD.

CAMPBELTOWN, ISLAY, ISLE OF MAN
AND
THE WESTERN ISLES.

i

o.

Under bad weather conditions ,with snow on the ground, the
aircraft a triple engined Spartan Cruiser, G-ACSM, manned by
Chief Pilot Captain David Barclay and Wireless Officer Hughes
departed from Renfrew at 9.0lam and returned at 12.21pm
having completed the four runs (240 miles in 3 hrs 20 mins,
which included four take offs and landings,) The total weight
of mail was 9431bs carried in 43 bags. Only a small philatelic

mail was carried, 43 covers over this stage.
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AIR MAIL CARRIED BY NORTHERN and SCOTTISH AIRWAYS LTD of RENFREW,

12th MARCH, 1937

Pirst occasion on which Mails have been officially
caTried Dy ALY between Renirew, Cambeltown and Islay

Itinery of Flight and dther psrticulars , '

In consequence of the Mailboat "Pioneer" being disabled and driven

to a dangerous anchorage off shore in the Sound of Islay, NEGOTIATIONS
WERE COMPLETED BETVEEN OFFICIALS OF THE G.P.O., AND THE DIRECTORS OF =
NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AJRWAYS, RENFREW to carry meile by air petween

Renfrew/Islay, Islay/Campbeltown, Cambeltowr/Islay and Islay/Renfrew
on Friday 1l2th Marche

Under bad weather conditions, with 'snow on the ground, the aircraft,a
triple engine Spartan Cruiser, G-ACSM, menned by Chief Pilot Captain
David Barclay and Wireless Officer F. Hughes, departed from Renfrew at
9,01 on the morning of 12th March, 1937 and returned to Renfrew at
12,21 p.m. having completed the four runs - 240 miles 9 in 3 hours

20 minutes, includindg four departures and four arrivaels. Forty-Three
begs of mail were carried, making a total weight of 943 lbs, details -
as follows:= |

Renfrew/Islay - 90 miles - 32 minutes. Number Weight
. Ma1il Begs Ha
Dep. Renfrew G9.01 Arr. Islay 9.33 26 571 1bs.

Islay/Campbeltown - 30 miles - 25 minutes.*

Deps. Islay Q.45 Arr. C'Town 1l0.10 1 13 lbs.
campbeltown/Isley = 30 miles - 15 minutes.*
Dep. - C!'Town 10.15 - Arr. Islay 10.30 12 293 1lbs.
I1slay/Renfrew - 90 miles - 66 minutes.
Dep. Islay 1l.15 Arr. Renfrew 12.21 &4 66 lbs.
45 943 1bs,

4 The difference in flying time over the same distance is accounted
for by the direction of the prevailing wind.



NCRTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS

EMERGENCY FLIGHT

ISLAY - RENFREW

MARCH 12th, 1937

F_

MNORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS LTD.

CAMPBELTOWN, ISLAY, ISLE OF MAN
AND o
THE WESTERN ISLES,

M Seed e £y
No+thern Tderttiod M [

One of fifty covers carried on the return flight.

AIR FERRY PASSING THE ROUND CHURCH AT BOWMORE, ISLAY.

S




NORTERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS

EMERGENCY FLIGHT

RENFREW - ISLAY

MARCH 12th, 1937

BY AIR MAIL

George Hicholéon, Esq.,
Messrs. Northern & Scottish Airweys Ltd.,
Glenegedele Airport,

w4

/i

ex Pegasus

This was the first occasion on which mails have been officially
carried between Renfrew, Cambeltown and Islay. It was sanctioned
due to the mailboat 'Pioneer' being disabled and driven to a

dangerous anchorage off shore in the Sound of Islay.



NORTHERN AND ScoTTISH AIRWAYS
EMERGENCY FLIGHT

Mails being unloaded
at Renfrew

Unloading at Renfrew

W. Gairdner (Director)
Capt. D.Barclay (Chief Pilot)

Wireless Officer Hughes
C.Lubb (Chief Engineer)

Loading at Renfrew




NORTHERN AND SCOTTISH AIRWAYS
EMERGENCY FLIGHT

RENFREW- CAMPBELTOWN
March [2th, I1937.

\

BY AIR MAIL

W. Gairdner, Esg., |
Messrs. Northern & Scottid: Airways Ltd.,
Kintyre Airport,

M Campbeltown.

Loading the 26 bags of mail (5711b) flown .
from Renfrew to Islay and Campbeltown.
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PHONE.  SUTTON COLDFIELD 1748
PERSONAL CALLS OUTSIDE BUBINESS
HOURS. SUTTON CoLorigLp 23m
_— SUTTON COLDFIELD,
FRANCIS . FIELD, Nr. BIRMINGHAM,
AIR MAIL CONSULTANT ENGLAND,

LICENSED vALUER
vt Rt SRR 4 SR R i ol S R R

EXPERTISER

FIRST OFFICIAL AIR MAIL
O _NORTH RONALDSHAY. (0t kneys).,

This cover is one of about 16
that exist (with special cachet, auto-
graph and correct backstamp) from the
first emergency mail flight direct to
the island, uails on the emergency
flight of two years ago were flown only
to Sanday and forwarded by boat,

This flight of 17th.Dec.1938
was officially sanctioned to enable the
islanders to receive in good time g
proportion of their Christmas mails,

XNS ENA
Aemysiy ppyug

INUIAY YiBd AUeqy L6

1817 d

and return despatches were flown to Kirkwall,

Several thousands of covers were
on board but, before their significance
was realised, the stamps had been torn
off as everyone in the Orimeys is saving
used stamps for sale to help finance an
extension to Kirkwall hospital,

Details will ve bublished in the
March "Aero Field",

Appointments to view collections, etc., may be arranged in London or Provinces
FEES. Valuation, 5% of value of stamp, lot or collection, minimum 2/6 (6Goc)
Expertising, 1/3 (30¢) per stamp. Collections, etc., by arrangement,



SCOTTISH AIRWAYS
EMERGENCY MAIL FLIGHT

NORTH RONALDSHAY - KIRKWALL

Mail for North Ronaldshay was normally conveyed by boat from the Isle of Sanday. Owing
to extremely bad weather mail had accumulated at Kirkwall and Sanday and the GPO
chartered Scottish Airways Ltd. to carry it. In all 253kg of mail was carried on this return
flight to Kirkwall, but examples of it are very rarely seen.




ALLIED ATIRWAYS Litd.
(Gander Dower)

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29" January 1937

PLANE’S RISKY NIGHT
LANDING AT KIRKWALL

| Flight to Shetland and Back

in Snowstorm
CAR HEADLAMPS ENABLE PILOT
TO LAND

Mr Henry Vallance, a 21-year-old pilot
with Aberdeen Airways, Ltd., catried out
a daring flight from Thurso to Shetland
with almost 1000 Ibs. of mails on Friday.
Flying a Dragon machine he had to fight
4 gale, which was accompanied by heavy

| Hurries of snow, and on his return flight
darkness added to his difficulties.

Betweenr 5 and 530 p.m. Kirkwall
people heard the plane circling overhead.
its white, ved, and green lights showing in
the davkness. A heavy snow shower was
falling at the time and there was con-
siderable anxiety as to how the pilot was
going to make a safe landing. Relief was
the general feeling when it was learned
that the plane had landed safely at
Quanterness, Three motor-cars, with head
lamps turned on the landing field made the
 pilot’s task less risky. Mr Vallance ha:l

4 ¢arvied a bag of mails for the south from:

feaving Kirkwall Pier.

Newspaper cutting giving a full
report on Allied Airways Ltd.
emergency flight to the Shetland
Isles, flown by Henry Vallance.

B o THE ORKNEY HERALD, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1937.

‘Shetland and this was rushed to the s.s.
8t Magnus which was on the point of

P Pilot’s Story.

“In an interview with the * UOrkney
 Herald  Mr Vallance who remained at
Kirkwall over night, gave the following
account of his flight.

** One of onr machines a Dragon, piloted
by Jimmy Hay came up from Aberdeen
with the mails for Shetland, and at Thurso
the mails were transferred to my machine.
There were 989 lbs. of first-class mail. I
took off for Shetland at 5 minutes to 3 and
reached Sumburgh Aerodrome non-stop
about 4.30, a flight of an hour and a half.
The weather was quite good. The wind
was against me and there were «occasional
troublesome snow showers. The visibility
was good, however. On the veturn flight T
left at 20 minutes to 5 and landed at
Quanterness, Kirkwall, at 5.30. Coming
back the wind was in my favour. I en-
. countered a very nasty show shower over
Kirkwall, 1 had to circle the town a
number of times until it passed over.

** It was gatting quite dark when I was
at Start Point, Sanday, but it wasn't ab-
solutely black when I veached Kirkwall.
The sky was fairly clear between the snow
| showers. k

T was in touch with Kirkwall Radio
Station and T informed them & intended
to land at Quanterness, and was reassured
that cars would be there to give me light
for my landing. When I was over the
landing field 1 saw that the cars were
there all right. one pointing down wind,
one at the western boundary of the aero-
drome and the thivd indicating the wind-
sock. I did not have much trouble land-
ing. The ground was quite good and the
| snow helped matters a lot by showing up
the ground.

l % T hrought one bag of mails back with
" me and it was put aboard the St Magnus.

Landing Field Liable to Flood.

“ When [ went to Sumburgh I didn't
intend coming back that night. T intended
to remain there overnight, but the officials
there informed me that the landing field
was liable to fload completely during the
night and it would be dangerous fo leave
the machine there. The ground there,
too, was unsuitable for parking the
machine, being too soft to get the pickets
in. So I really had no option but to fly
back."

Mr Vallance's account is a little too
modest. Other views were that in the
conditions he brought off a very fine piece
of flying and his night landing was parti-
cularly well carried out.

The three cars taken ount to assist Mr
Vallance were supplied by Messrs Mackay
& Wallace, Castle Street, who were
informed by the radio station of Mr Val-
lance’s intention to land at Quanterness.

Mr A. C. Grant, West Castle Street,
car driver with Aberdeen Airways, told
how while ab tea he switched on his wire-
less set at vandom' and heard Mr Val-
lance trying to get in touch with Kirkwall
Radio Station. Mr CGrant’s wireless is
kept tuned in for the ‘planes. He im-
mediately 'phoned the radio station and
asked where the 'plane was bound for. On
being informed that My Vallance was
going to land ab Quanterness he went to
Messrs Mackay and Wallace’s Garage and
joined the cars that were going to the
*drome. The cars were on the scene in

ood time.

My Vallance, who is a native of Govan,
Glasgow, was a student ab the College of
Aeronautical Engineering Brooklands and
Chelsea, and took up flying with Brook-
tands Aero Club. After passing the usual
tests and acquiring his pilot’s certificate
he joined up with Aberdeen Airways, Ltd.
e has been 4 years with the company
and is at present stationed at Thurso. He
" carries out the daily Thuvso-Stromness:

-

! 1



FRIDAY, JANUARY 28, 1937

—BY MARSHY I

A MARSHY playground is ho
the new £50,000 school a
February 1, was originally p
which teaching would start i
was learned yesterday tha'

PLANE
SOLVES

MAIL

PROBLEM

HIGHLAND AIRWAYS, LTD.,I
operators of the daily air|
mail service between Inverness,
Wick, and Kirkwall, were brought
into service yesterday by the Post
Office to work. off storm arrears of
mail deliveries and collections in
local islands of the Orkney group.
- Following the previous day’s|.
mail service of letters to Stronsay,
‘Rousay, Wesiray, and Sanday
Islands were setved yesterday.
Letters and parcels were taken to|,

Rousay, and 601bs. of letters only to|’
Westray and Sanday.

NO EXTRA CHARGE

As with the daily air mail from
Inverness to Wick and Kirkwall, no
extra charge is levied on letters or
parcels carried by air in the Orkneys,
and there is nothing to identify a
letter or parcel with what is to these
little communities their first air mail.

Mr Alexander Cameron, head
postmaster at Kirkwall, stated]|:
vesterday that the parcels and
letiers flown to Rousay had accum-
ulated during the past four days.

Parcels and letters were yester-
day brought in from Rousay, and
letters only were brought from
Sanday and Westray.

A flight was also made yester-
day to Longhope, in the Orkney
south isles with passengers who

~ had been unable to go 1p their
work there since last week-end.

No mails were carried, as the
post oflice secured the services of a

e

}
i
\
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ABERDEEN AIRWAYS LTD,

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29TH JANUARY 1937

|
2 QR?‘@ADIAW THURS

MAILS TO SHETLAND|
~ BY AR

EMERGENCY-FLumrr.QFW
ABERDEEN AIRWAYS PILOT

Mails were flown from Aberdeen to
Shetland, and from Shetland to Orkney
on Kriday. 1wo pilots and 'planes took:
part in this work, Klying Officer J. Gor-
don Hay, of Aberdeen Airways, Ltd.,
conveying the consignment from Aber-
deen wo Thurso in the De Havilland
“Dragon’” liner, G-HDFI, whilst Pilot
Henry Vallance, in the * Dragon,” G-
AUAN, belauglilng w the same company,
carried out the Thurso-Shetland, and
sShetland-Orkney parts of the contract. !
Suow shiowers and high winds were en-'
countered on the way from Aberdeen to
Thurso. The Thurso-Shetland section
of the flight was accomplished in more
iavourable conditions, but the Shetland-
Orkney part had to be completed in
darkness, with snow showers rendering
visibility poor at times.

Pilot Interviewed.

Interviewed by reporters at Kirkwall]
on Friday evening, Mr. Vallance, the 21|
years old pilot, said: ** Jimmy Hay flew
the 989 lbs. of morthward mails from
Aberdeen to Thurso, where 1 was sta-
tioned for the Pentland Yirth daily ser-
vice to Orkmey. The mails were trans-
ferved to my ‘plane, and 1 left Thurso
at five minutes to three, direct for Sum-
burgh. 1 teached Sumburgh at 4.30
p.ni., and found the aerodrome flooded,
exoﬁ t for a marrowish strip on the
south side. A landing was easily effect-
ed, however, and % Lerwick motor mail |
vsn:mkmﬁﬁmmg-mxnﬂmm~lﬁava;
‘had brought with it one majl bag for
me Lo take south, this being a su-nle-
mentary mail, following the despatch
of the main _éhatland mail by steamer
during last night. If returning south,
I was to try to catal;.-ug the steamer at |
Kirkwall and put this bag on board.

Flood Danger to Crait,

** My intention really had been to stay
the night in Shetland, as dusk was fall-
ing when I got there. At Sumburgh
however, the wireless station men told
me not to stay overnight, as the aero-
drome was liable to be entirely flooded
during the might. Further, the ground
is too soft to get airplane screw pickets
fastened satisfactorily. I had mo op-
tion, therefore, but to go up again and
make for Orkney. I left after only five
minutes on Shetland soil.

““The northward flight from Thurso
had been through quite good weather,
occasional snow showers making visi-
bility poor. Between the showers, how-
ever, visibility was good. I was in
tuﬁr:eh with the Air )b
radio station at Kirkwall all the tim
and was talking also to the Ministry's
station at Sumburgh. I depended most-
ly on the Kirkwall station, though,

€,

inistry’s mobile |

Newspaper cutting from the
"ORCADIAN" Thursday 4th Feb 1937

Snowstorm and Darkness.

* Darkness was complete before I [
reaclied Kirkwall, despite the fact that|
I had the wind in my favour coming
south and made remarkably good pro-
ﬁl_'-ess compared with the northward

ight, when, of course, my machine
had been loaded almost to capacity.
From BSfart Point ll.izht.house, Sanday.
right on to Kirkwall, I had whirling
‘sggﬁv as well as darkness to contend
with,

** For soma time I had to circle round
about or over Kirkwall, and then when
the snow ceased I landed at Quanter-
ness, just fifty minutes after leaving
Sumburgh,

“To enable me to land at_Quanter-
ness, three motor cars had beén placed |
on the field in such a way that their|
lights shone—one showing up the wind-
sock, one revealing the aerodrome boun-
dary, and the other's lights pointing
downwind,

©*The snow-covered ground was a

reat help in making this landing in|
darkness. My mails from Shetland, a
light consigmment, compared with the
northward cargo, were quickly taken
off to Kirkwall, and put on board the
St M&ﬁnus,-w}:;ie’h, I was glad to see,
had still not sailed.

“We anchored wmy ’‘plane for the;
night with the screw pickets and that’
was that.” :l

Groundsman’'s Part. 1

Mr. A. C. Grant, the Kirkwall car
driver for Aberdeen Airways, Ltd., stat-3
ed to the reporters that Highland Air-)
ways, Ltd., had a car in readiness af'
their Wideford Aerodrome, in case Mr.
Vallance should wish to land there. Mr.!
Vallance's wireless instructions, how-:
ever, had been to expect him at Quan-!
terness, * I kept myself in touch with®
haa_;-_pro%mss during the afternoon,” he!
said, * by means of the radio receiver'
fmwded for that purpose. As soon as
I heard his final conversation with thel
radio station at Mayfield, T telephoned!
the station, confirmed my instructions,
and proceeded to arrange the motor
cars on the field. We had to wait ten
minutes or so while a bad snow shower
passed over, the 'plane meanwhile cir-
cling somewhere above the storm. We?
could hear it most of the time, but of?
course, could not see its lights. Thenl
when the snow stoe%ped. the *plane glid-1
ed down and landed. We got rid of the)
mails and then screwed down the ma-1
chine for that might. g

Pilot's Career, }
Mr. Henry Vallance, a Govan, Glas-)
OW, .mand,-mured his early training nt}.

rooklands and Chelsea College of Aero-
nautical Engineering, subsequently tak-t
ing up flying at Brooklands Aero Club,3
under whose tutors he qualified as a,
pilot. On returning to Scotland, he join- ¢
Aberdeen Airways, Ltd. It is four®
years since he became associated with
the flying side of aviation, and he is)
only twenty-one years of age. .
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_HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Litd.

THIRD NORTH RONALDSHAY _

EMERGENCY FLIGHT

The first flight was on charter by the
Post Office, and Capt. Fresson took 700
ibs. of mail out, fetching back 460 Ths,
He also took from the island Miss Tsobel
Seott, an Bdinburgh University student,
and Miss Jean Dawson, of Aberdeen
University.

In the second outivard flight Captain
Fresson conveyed Miss Mavgaret Len-
| nie, Nearhouse, Tankerness, the North
Ronaldshay assistant teacher; Mp David
Taylor, the Kikwall cattle dealer; and
Cerporal John Swanney, North Gravity,
Corporal Swanney, who has nine years’
, | serviceiin the R.AF., and was 3L vears’
a prisoner of the Japanese, has been
stationed in Shetland. Proceeding cn
leave to North Ronaldshay, he was
stormboend three days in Shetland and
then nine days in Sanday. e transfers
shortly to Leuchars, Fife.

On the second inward flight, the plane
brought the following pupils of Kirk-
wall Grammar School :—Jane Scott (13),
Cavan, and 32 Dundas Crescent, Kirk-
wall; Rona Thomson (14), Peckhole,
and of * Rognvaldshay,” Finstown: Tda
Scott (16), Cavan, and 32 Dundas Cres-
s cent. Kirkwall (sister of Janet): Sibella
Thomsos (16), Neven, and 2 Willow-
burn Road, Kirkwall; John Thomson
(14), South Ness, and 55 Albert Street,
Kirkwall; Thomas Tulloch (15). North
| Ness, and 29 Albert Street, Kirkwall;
and William Tulloch (15}, Upper Linay,
and 29 Albert Street, Kirkwall.

.1 Miss Sibella Thomson now leaves school
T ita work in the house of a Kirvkwall doc-
tor.

Un the thivd outward fiight there were
(1o passengers, and the following seven
'l tavelled to Kirkwall on the return

journey :—

q l Miss Mary Tulloch, Kirbest,.the Ork-
i (ney poultry instructress for the North
of Scotland College of Agriculture at
Kirkwall; Miss Mary Tuloch, Band-
bach, n servant at Messigate Farm,
Tankerness, and her sister, Miss Bella
Tulloch, who works in the office of Messrs
George Bain, painters, Iirkwall; Miss
Netta Tultoeh, Milldam, in the employ-
wienf, of the Pearl Assurance Coy., Kirk-
wall ; My Peter Swanney, North Gravity,
civilian apprentice clork at  Kirkwall
Police: Station; My William Rendall, a
Papa. Westray man. newly vesigned from
the Fighthonse Service and recently
stationed 0 Novth Ronaldshay; and
L.A.C. Peter Swanney, R.A.F., return-
g to Plymouth after being home on
leave,

——

Destroyer and Aircraft Aid
‘Storm - Beleaguered Islanderg

By destrover and aircraft two storm-beleagured islands
were relieved from Kirkwall last week. On Thursday after-
noon the destrover Nepal left with two months’ supplies of
food for Fair Isle, and, by a superh picce of Hying on Tuesday,
Capt. E. E. Fresson brought passengers and mails to and

from North Ronaldsha
days.

¥, which had been cut off for eighteen

SKILFUL USE GF
FLOODED AIRFIELD

Three times on Tuesday Capt. E, E.
Fresson brought his D, . Rapide air-
craft into the small, flooded landing
field at North Ronaldshay, the island’s
first contuct with the ontside world for
eighteen days. The landings and take-
offs were spectacular, spray thrown up
by the aircraft practically blotting it
from sight. And they were exceeding
skilliully made. Taking a Rapide in
and out of the little field—originally
made for the slower D.H. Dragon air-
craft—would have been difficult under
good conditions : and Tuesday’s condi-
tions were far from good.

Capt. Fresson, who is North of Scot-
land Arvea Manager of British European
Airways, flew without a wireless operator
and doing his own radio work, in order
to save weight. When he arrived over
the wercdrome on his first flight he
tound on the dry patches of the field
hundreds of the North Ronaldshay sheep
whicle had been forced by the weather
from fhe beaches, where they usually
live. e had to civcle the island till
the islanders drove away the sheep,

Apart, from mails and parcels there
were 16 outward and 3 inward storm-
stayed passengers.  This necessitated
three trip, accomplished in abont trhee
hours, .

Parcels of fresh meat were received,
for which tlie recipients were exceedingly
grateful, and also supplies of baker's
yeast, which had become exhausted on
tho island.

Extract from the Orkney Herald of the emergency flight by
Capt. Fresson on the 14" January



By GORDON BISHOP.
JSLAY hadits first mail by
air from Glasgow yes-

terday when mailbag

missed the boat.

Northern and Scottish Airways
have been trying for almost a year
to complete negotiations with the
Post Office for an air mail c_ontract
between Glasgow and the Western
Isles.

Yesterday they were requested by

Post Office to fly to Islay a bag
glgelnail which had missed the boat.
The Post Office, however, had |
send the mailbag as freight. L

@

: SHIPYARDS on the Cly

parts of the North, w
was empty despair, are |
trade than they have knov

Clydeside has welcomed !
river a ship a day, the fourth |
_ place at the yard of Lobnitz a

~ The order-books of. the bigger
than in the past six years, and t
roach that of 1930, a peak per

ail Missed Boat—
Sent by ’Plane

An aeroplane was used yester-
day for the first time to carry mail
to the remote island of Jura, in the
Inner Hebrides.

The mail would normally have gone
by Western Isles steamer, but 18lb, of
letters were not discovered until after
the steamer had sailed.

Post Office officials, anxious to main-
tain the normal service, got into touch
with the Northern and Scottish Airways
at Renfrew Aerodrome, and the delayed |'
mail was flown to the island of Islay
and carried from there to Jura by ferry.

A Post Office official said yesterday:
%'This is the first time we have used an
aeroplane to carry mail to any of the
islands, and fortunately our experimen
was successful.”
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ABERDEEN AIRWAYS LTD,

SHETLAND EMERGENCY FLIGHT

29TH JANUARY 1937
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Mail that had laid stormbound
for a fortnight was flown to
Sumburgh by Aberdeen Airways
on the 29th January. 989 1lbs
of mail left Aberdeen bound
for Thurso, flown by J.Gordon
Hay it was then transferred to
G-ACAN piloted by H.Vallance
and flown to the Shetlands.

Note that the cover is at the

printed paper rate.



Highland Airways Ltd, =
‘Zﬁm{ North Ronaldshay C

Emergency L[gﬁt

A commercial cover posted in Paisley on the 27t
December 1946, but due to the prolonged period
of bad weather the mail was held until the 14t
January 1947 when Capt. Fresson flew the mail
to North Ronaldshay. Very few of the items of

mail have been traced.

FOUR SOUARE Deduceos of Qualty




HIGHLAND AIRWAYS Ltd.

THIRD NORTH RONALDSHAY
EMERGENCY FLIGHT .

14™ January 1947

¥

IF UNDELIVERED PLEASE RETURN TO a7
McViTiE & PRrIcE, LTD. !f—’“
The St. Andrew Biscuit Works, /]
EDINBURGH, 11.

MCVITIE «DIGESTIVE”

& PRICE'S - BISCUITS

Commercial cover carried on the flight to North Ronaldshay, this particular
item had been held for six days awaiting a change in the weather.
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SCOTTISH AIRWAYS

THIRD NORTH RONALDSHAY
EMERGENCY FLIGHT , y

14" January 1947

Inter Island Cover

Mail had once again to be
flown to North Ronaldshay
due to the continuing bad
weather. Examples are not
common as less than twenty
have been recorded.
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British Indlands written-up on album leaves

1917-18  two ppe’s (b&w) of hydroplanes at

1937,

[

Iake Windermere N © 32=00
Jan,, 28: Sanday-Kirkwall emergency
meil flight GoT 25-00

Jan,, 29: Aberdeen-Shetlands emergency 7 1800

Nov,, 23: Aberdeen=Shetland by Allided
Airways "5 16=00

Dec, 17: Kirkwall-Sanday=North Ronaldshay :
emergency flight 30-00 |,
Dec, 20: Stornoway=-Glasgow by Scottish
Airways \/él-OO
Aug, 21: Stornoway-Glasgow by Air Letter
Service; violet cachet 20=00

Jan,14: Kirkwall-N, Ronaldshay emergency 50=00
Feb. 10: Renfrew=South Uist first All-Up +12-00

March 8: Glasgow-Islay first All-Up /15=00
June 14: Glasgow-Tiree first All-Up V"18=00
Oct,, 4: Glasgow-Barra first All-Up v/18-00
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SCOTTISH AIRWAYS
THIRD NORTH RONALDSHAY

EMERGENCY FLIGHT =
S —— North Ronaldsay __

14™ January 1947

Return Flight

Mail was carried both to
and from North Ronaldsay,
Textbooks state that no
examples have been seen

of the return flight, however
to date three examples are
known. This example being
dated the 2™ January hence
it had been held up for 12
days prior to the flight.



_SCOTTISH AIRWAYS
THIRD NORTH RONALDSHAY

e e —————,
EMERGENCY FLIGHT -1

North Ronaldsay
14" January 1947 o

On Tuesday 14™ January, Capt. Fresson
flew between Hatston, Kirkwall and
North Ronaldshay carrying mail and
passengers to a community cut off by
storms for over two weeks. He made the
incredible landing on the curved shore of
the loch, and took off again from the
water covered grass in very high winds.
To date only three examples have been
traced of mail carried on this return flight.



gl e [1d
‘Zﬁmf North Qi’onallfs/iay

Emergency Flight

Return Flight

On Tuesday 14* January, Capt. Fresson flew
the mail and passengers that had been held up
at Hatston, Kirkwall to North Ronaldshay.
He made the incredible landing on the curved
shore of the loch, and tooR off again from the
water covered grass in very high winds,
carrying a very small amount of mail of which
to date only three examples have been traced

of which this is an example.




~ Scottish Airways | o ronahy JC
Second North Ronaldshay
Emergency Flight

11% January 1946

Mail had accumulated once again due to bad
weather since 31 December, preventing the
ships from docking, thus Scottish Airways were
chartered by the Post Office to fly the mail to
relieve the situation.

Arrival back stamp

Mainland to North Ronaldshay Northbound Flight




Scottish Airways ottty J €

Second North Ronaldshay
Emergency Flight
11% January 1946

Mail had accumulated once again due to bad

weather since 31 December, preventing the

ships from docking, thus Scottish Airways were ",
chartered by the ®Post Office to fly the mail to %
relieve the situation. NS




SCOTTISH AIRWAYS
SECOND NORTH RONALDSHAY

EMERGENCY FLIGHT

North Ronaldsay

Cover carried on the return flight
from North Ronaldsay. It has not
been back stamped but clearly
shows the cancellation of the 5*
Jan 46. The mail had been
accumulating on the isle since the
beginning of the year and was not
conveyed until this flight of the
11" January.



Highland Airways De Haviland "Rapide" photographed at Sumburgh



