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Issue of 1847
Imperforate

Printed by Rowdon, Wright, Haich & Edson

Benjomin Franklin Geergn Woshinglon

On Tuly 1, 1847 the first official United States stomps were issued featuring the peortraits of
our first postmuaster and our first pl'E'.i:df-.'nL The 5S¢ value pl:lid for pﬂﬁtﬂl zervice up to a dis-
tance of 300 miles, and the 10¢ value paid for service beyond this point. These stumps were
issued imperforate (unperforated) and had to be cut apart with scissors. The adoption of
adhesive stamps paved the way to the remarkable development of the postal system of teday.

Issue of 1851-57
[mperforate

Printed by Tuf}pan, Carpenter, Cosilear & Co.

Thomas [ellsrsan

Georye Washington

The rapid expunsion und popularity of the postal service scon mode
a greater flexibility in rctes and necessity, Lower rates for all distances
was deemed adviscble and in 1851 o new set of stamps was issued
for this purpose. I pre-puid, a 3¢ stamp was sufficient to cover
charges up to a distence of 3.000 miles. 5¢ was required if not pre-
paid. Beyond this point the rate was six or ten cents, 24¢, 30¢, amd S0¢
values are lmown but it is believed that they weara not requlorly issued.
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Issue of 185761
Perforated 15
Printed by Toppan, Carpenter & Co,

Guorge Washlegten

Thomas |ellerscn Goaorge Washington

N
dl

Benjamin Frankln George Washingten

This issuc marked a great milestons in postal progress, Due to the pressing need for a faster

method of dispensing. stamps to the public the stamps were mechine perforated s that in-

stexd of being cut apart by scissors stanps were now easily and quickly separated. This set

employed the same designs as the previous issue, The 24¢, 30¢, and 90¢ values were now
regularly issued.
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Issue of 186166

FPERFORATED 12
PrINTED BY THE NaTiownar Bawex Nots Co.

Cearge Washinglon

Abrakem Linsolo Benjamin Franklia

Groorge Waahieglan

UPON the outbreak of wor between the stales in 1861, the postal authorities found it neces-

sary to demonitize all of the United States stamps in order to prevent usage by the Confeder-

ate States. The 1ssue of 1861 was created as o replacement. During the wor, due to the secar-
city of metal coins, these stomps were used as smaoll change.
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Issue of 1867

Perforated 12
Printed by the National Bank Neote Co.

George Washinglon Henjamin Fronklin George Washinglon

The removal of concellations from used stamps for the purpose of reusing with intent to

defraud the government ccaused the postal authorities to adopt the use of the qrill. These me-

tallic grills, which consisted of small square pyramids, were impressed on the stamp so

that the fibers of the paper would be weakened and would completely absorb the comcelling
ink and thue make cleaning for a second use impassible,
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Issue of 1869
PenrcRATED 12
PRINTED BY THE NATIONAL Bank Note Co.
GRILLED

Pany Express Hider

Laading of Columbus Decloraticn of Independence Eagle, Shicld ond Flags

Abrakam Lincoln

THR first pictorial issue of the United States wus introduced in 1869 and is still considered
one of cur most beautifully engraved issues. The 15¢, 24¢ and the 30¢ values exist with the
center inverted and are very scarce.
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Issue of 1870-71

Perforated 12
Printed by the National Bank Note Co.

Eenjamin Fromklin Andrew Jacksen

0l
1L%

Eelwin M. Siantoxn Thomas JeHar=on [Ienry Clay

[D"E'l""fl'

Caniel Webster Sen. Winfield Soote A lexercder Hromiltnn

Cammoders Oliver Parry

TT—IIS geries of stamps could well be termed the first fomous American set since it featured
the portraits of our great leaders, This set is found both with and without the grill.
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Issue of 1870-71

Pertorated 12
Printed by the WNationaol Bank Note Co,
Without Grill

Danlcl Webster Gen. Winfield Soot Alexandssr Hepnpillua

Carmioe

Commedora Cliver Parry

T His series of stomps could well be termed the first foamous Americcm set since it featured
the portraoits of our great leaders, This set is found both with and without the grill.
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Issue of 1873

PerromaTeD 12
PrinTED BY THE CoNTINENTAL Bamx Norte Co.

Zachary Teylor Bbrabam Lincola Edwin M. Stxolon

Lanicl Wekctes Gan. Winflold S=ott Alexwondar Homilton Commodora Oliver Poroy

THE Continental Bawx Note Comrany was awarded the contract o continue producing

this series of postage stamps. To identify its product from that of its predecessor (the

National Bonle Notz Company ) secret marks were added to the retoined designs through

the 15¢ dencmination. The 24¢, 30¢ cnd 90¢ values can only be distinguished by the shodes.
These zecret morks we dlusirated Lelow:
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Washington,
i i pud B Shuading ?;l]n;]m - Linceln, Firat d
S Franklin. Dazh Tacksen. Clasad il i % upper ribbon x verlical lines ol
of color adda cuiline of orna- - Wt unde: THREE led? ribban heav-
d in peorl leis of 1 mant lelt of TS, BemetiEl haavie:.

Wabster. Worn
o linea of shodin
| Btentan, Semi- Jedloraon. Cres- ; in trianglco o
circlez added in cent added in Clay, Balls in 2 J below U.5. Post-
bl at lewer Lefl. screll ormoment crascent 51ared. age.
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Issue of 1879-1888

PeERrorATED 12
20rT Porous PAPER

Thamae jaHaraan Alprandrr Homiltan Alezandar Heemillan

Dark Red Violet

Commadora Oliver Pecry Commedore Jliver Perry

T HE Awmrrican Bawx Nore Compawy, having consolidated itself with the Ceontinental Bank

Note Compony printed thie series. Added interest for the eollector iz found in this issue be-

couse of the soft, porous paper used in conirest to the hard, snoappy, translucent paper of the
previous issues.
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Issue of 1881-82

Banjamin Fronklin Cearge Washinglon Abrobham Lincala Thomeas Jolerasn

DESIGNS of the 1861-1882 series at first glance appear to be a replica of the pravious issue.
Closer inspection will reveal a denser cppearance in design which was due to the re-
engraving of the plates. The characteristics of the recutting are shown:

5

TRy

1¢- Linas of shodlog have boen addaed 1o the up- Ef_ Three lines can be covoted from the odge of
par areheegues, ond verlienl lines in the up. the ponel to the suleids el the stamp, Esksoe
per portion ol the stamp bave been decpened. re-pngraving four lines ware présent.

3¢ — About lmm, below the "e&" ol cank a shorl  J(]¢ — Four lines can be counted between the loft
Livrimaniul doush bas been elched. The widih af slde of 1he cvwal and the edge of the shiold. Eg-
the shoding of the sida af the rantral owel fare reongroviog five lines sould ba eswnbed,
hos baen reduced.

Issue of 1882-1888

Parforated 12
Printed by the American Bonk Note DD

,
r"j‘
& PULILCHNTS 40

Bndreaw Jacksomn Tomaes fi. Carfials Jamaaz A, Garfield

EEEEEEEEECEECEECESEEECEEEeEReEecEeeEeeeeeeseeeesssE

Cm.un and design changes feature these izssues. The widow of President Georfield did not
approve of the stamp issued in his memory and therefore the color was changed from o
brown o indigo. 1
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Issue of 1830-93

Parforated 12
Printed by the American Bank MNote Co.

George Washington Gaorge Washinglon

Andrew Jackesan HAorahcm Lincoln

Willicen T, Sherman

Thomos Jofiorson Commodore Perry

T wis series of postage stamps was produced in the reduced size that is still used for reg-

ular issues and occasionally used for commemcretives. It features the portrails of severcl

presidents, statesmen, ond military heroes. The 27 value was originally issued in the lake
shude but wus changed to carmine on March 12, 1830,
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Issue of 1894-1835
Perforated 12
Printed by the Bureou of Engraving and Prinfing

Bonjomin Franklin Beanjomin Fronklin Gearge Washington

EEe e e esEEEEE

Gaorge Woshington Gaorge Washington

James A. Garfleld William T. Eherman

Commedare Perry Commoders Ferry James Monroe Tchn Morsaali

With this issue the task of prinling United States postage stamps was turned over to the

Bureau of Engrl::-.-inq cnd Pl‘isl*.ing at Wushiug ton, D.C. This new posiuye series was silnd-

lar in design to the issue of 1830-33 but small ornamental triangles were added to the upper
corners. One, two and five dollar dencminations were added.

Threa Types of the 2¢ Triangles Two Types of the 51.00 Circles
Are Herewith Hlustrated: Are Herewith [lustrated:

type | type d
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Issue of 1895-98

Perforated 12
Double-line Watermark

Baniomin Franklin Ganrges Warhington
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William T, Sharman
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Issue of 1895-98
Perforated 12
Double-line Watermork

A line of color appew . in the while curve below “T5" of ceols and “E” of Ten.

In printing this new issue watermarkec paper was used for the first fime on stamps in-

tended for postage purposes, Watermarking had been used previously for revenue stamps

and postcards. The watermark consisted of Doubleline letters “U 5 P 5" so distributed that

each stamp on the sheet shows at least o part of the wotermarking, os illustrated below.
In 1910 a singleline watermark wes used for the first time by the Bureau,
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Issue of 1902-03

PERFORATED 12

DoOUBLE-LINE VW ATERMARE

Apdrow Jockson Ulysses 5 Cireimt

B g )
5] .
£

Wpiet ey

fibraham Lidcaln JTameos A Corficld Donicl Wekiklay

- ..-.-r's.‘;;_..ﬁ.:'.'. .

Davwid G, Farcagut James Madizon John Marsliull

Issue of 190608 Issue of 1903-06

[MPERFORATE PerromraTteEDp 12 IMPERFORATE

Abrohom Lineoln

ge stomps featured eluborately o
b yaars of birth and death on edE 1]y §
nited States postcl history on Americon woman,
graced a stamp, the B; value,
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[ssue of 1508-17

Perforated 12
Double-line Watermark

Derlorated 11

Imperforate

l'.l ‘I.:I.‘Il't‘l' l.EI-

This series for the sake of unifermity and artistic e |5
ingion on all of the denominations except the l¢ [
of this issue was pr inted on o stock which weas ml
"bluish paper,” clthough they are actually qrr:q,.us:h
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e of 1508-10

oil Stamps

Coil Btamps
Perforated 12 Vertically

Officially issued coil stamps came into being in 1308, As the nome indicates, the slamps
instead of being issued in shest form, were made available in lengths which were coiled
inte rolls of five hundred ond one thousend. Stomps in this form were found to be more
convenient for handling laige quaantilies of mail that called for the same stomp volue. These
coils were also made available to private companies who were licensed lo perforate them
end sell them in vending machines at neighborhood stores for the convenience of the public.
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Issue of 1910-14

Parforated 12
Single-line Watermark

This issue empld |ESETERTE

|

Singlo-line

15 )

2:9.99:99:02 2222332 2333 666 CEEEEEEEeEEEEs
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Issue of 1910-13

Coil Stamps
Single-line Watermuork

Perfarated 12 Horizontally Perforated 12 Vertically

e EE EEEEEEEEEE !

T v i

This series of coil stamps featured the designs of the previous recular issues. As on experi-

ment the Bureau of Engraving and Printing used o 82 perforation instead of the usual 12

in an effort to find @ more suitable size. The 3¢ perforated 12 stamp of this series is the rar-

est coil only o few being used at Orﬂnqebulr}-?, N. Y. and for thal reason is omiled from
this album,
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Issue of 1912

Single-line Wotermark
Ferforated 12

The portrait of Benjamin Franklin wos featured on the enfire =zet of this issue. The 50¢ 4
denominclion appecred with both types of watermark. a1
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Issue of 1914-15
Perforated 10

Single line Woatermarl

Farforated L0

The poriraits of George Washington and Benjomin Franklin were again used us the promi-
nent part of the design on this issue, The larger-holed perforation 10 was placed in use to
prevent sheets from falling apart due to the fineness of the perforation 12.
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[ssue of 1914 L 0 e
s PSS TALE
Coil Stamps, Flat Plate Printing v
Perforated 10 Horizontally 4 '
Single-line Watermark

| e

| ]

Coil Stamps, Retory Press
Perforated 10 Vertically

1416 a rotary press wolll P st time in printing United

Stcrtes === | W=: stamps are printed rjy £ and are therefore slightly

larger either vertically or horizontally than flat plate printings. This process of printing en-
ubled the Burecm to produce slamps more quiclly.
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Issue of 1916-17

Flat Flate Printing
Perforated 10, Unwaotermarke

The stamps of this series were a repeat of previous issues but with differences discernibla
only to stomp collectors. They were prinled on unwatermarkec poper ond the $2 ond $5
values were previously issusd perforated 12. One of the most spectacular errors cccurred in
the printing of this series. Sheets of the 2¢ value were found with one stamp being of the 3¢
deromination. This wes found on the lower right sheet of plate number 7942, On the Upper
left sheet of plote number 7942 a double error was found. These errors continued to appecr
in later printngs of the 2z stamp imparforate and perforated 1l and are greatly desired by
stamp collectora.
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Issue of 1916-17

Flate Plate Priniing
Imperforate
Unwotermarked
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Issue of 1917-18

Flat Plate Printing
Perforated 11

The Burecu of Engraving and Printing was still trying to find a more suitable size of per-

foration, Perforation 12 waz found to be too fragile and perforation, 10 was too strong, caus-

ing damage to stamps during separation. To remedy these defects perforction 11 waos used
for this =series.
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Issue of 1318-20

DOHset Printing

Perforated 11 Perforated 124%

FECH TR
T

method of
printing (a type of lithography), It was not succﬁssful and was soon dlar:unnrued

[ssue of 1315-21

Ratery Press Printing

Perforated 11 x 10

Perforcted 10 Perforated 11

Stomps which were originally intended to be issued in ooil form but were loter perforated
fully ere known as coil waste, and some of the chove izsues were crected in thizs monner.
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Issue of 1922-26

Flat Plate Printing
Perforated 11

Nothan Hole Eonjomin Franklin

Mortho Washingbin Theodora Hoosevell

Jomes A. Garfield ey Uyases &5, Gront Thomaa Jellsrean

ll\"l“p

u:a"mém |

Panjomin Horrison Americon Indian
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Issue of 1922-26

Flat Plate Printing
Perforated 11

Woadraw Wilsor
s L Status of Liberty

HMiogara Fulls Discn Linceln Memosial

U. 5. Capitol

Imperforate

Benjamin Frembklin Weasren G, Harding George Washingion

With this issue an entirely new series wos moade available to the American pub-
lic. It featured presidents, famous Americems, and pictures of the Americon scene.
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Issue of 1923-26
Rotary Press Printing

rated 11 x 10

Perforated 10

The same designs used in the previous issue were used for this printing. In order fo over-

come the tendency of Rotary Press stamps fo curl, the Bureau of Engraving and Printing

used qum breaker bars, These bars which are colorless, raised, impressions may be seen on
the gummed side of mint rotary press slumps.
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Issue of 1926-34
Hotary Press Printing
ed 11x10%
Perforated 10% %11

Efter much experimentation the Bureau of Engraving cnd Printing decided that the 11 by
10%2 perforation wds the most suitable for the rotary press printed stamps ond is still in use.

Issue of 1926

Rotary Press Printing
Imperforate

Issue of 1930-32

Hotary Press Printing
Perforated 11 x10%

L = i '-.
| . ,i ;
|

g Py

Weorron . Hoxdieg Cesrge Washington Willieen Howrard Toft

Following the death of President Williom Howard Taft the Post Office Deparlment issued a
new 4-cent stamp bearing his likeness.
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Rotary Press Coils of 1923-32

1923-29

Perforated 10 Vertically
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1923-25

Perforated 10 Horlzontally

1930-32
Perforated 10

Verlically Horizontally Vertically
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AIRMAIL STAMPS
Issue of 1918

Map of U5 and Plunss

Issue of 1928

Issue of 1930

T
| oot s |l

i

Winged Globe
Focky Mounlain Beacan

nt of the United Stales Air Mail System can be told through its

f this is the special 10 cen! stamp issued as a tribute to the non-

bt by Charles A. Lindbergh whick paved the way for world-wide
airmail coverage.
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MAP SERIES 198286-27

18248
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Eymhzl 2l Trans-Ceatinenlal Mail Servies

As the uze of mail carrying planes became more and more popular the govern-
ment continued to reduce the rate of air mail postage charges, This new set of
stamps reflected the new rates as set forth in the Act of Congress of Feb Z, 1925,
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BOOKLET PANES

Issue of 1928 Issue of 1948

Rorary PrEss PrivTivg
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Issue of 1858

Botary PrEss PrIiNTING

Issue of 1943 ﬁ

Borany PrESs PRINTING e e o elat g B
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UsITEG STATIS O f AMBRICS

For the convenience of the public air mail stamps were occasionally
made gvailable in booklet form.
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Thizs new series of Postage Due stamps replaced the previous issue which had
been in use for 28 years. Printed in two colors, this set also included denomi-
nations never before used in dues stamps.
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SPECIAL DELIVERY

Printed by the American Bank Note Co.
Perforated 12
Unwatermarked

Issue of 1888 | Issue of 1893

Messanger Hunning

Printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing

_‘Issue of 1894

Double-line Watermark

Issue of 18395 Issue of 1308 Issue of 1902

Messenger Aunning Holmet of Mercury Mraszenger on Bicycla

Singleline Watermark

Issue of 1911 Issue of 1914

Messongar on Bicycla

The demecmd for fast delivery of mail brought forth the Special Delivery Issues. When
affixed to o letter it indicoted thal the letter would secure immediate attention and be deliv-
ered between hours of 7 AM. and midnight. 57
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PARCEL POST STAMPS
Issue of 1912-13

PeRFORATED 12
SINGLE-LINE WATERMAERK

Pogt Difioe Clark

Hural Carnar Mall Train

Dairying Horvasting Fruit Srowing

SI‘-‘ECEFIL*ALT.Y created to meet the requirements of fourth class matter by Act of Congress

approved August 24, 1912, these stomps were declared valid for all purposes for which

regular stomps were valid. The 20 cent value featured as the centrel part of its design an

oeroplene emd this was the first time any country had ever featured an oeroplane
on its stomps.
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PARCEL POST POSTAGE DUE
Issue of 1912

| T M RS

SPECIAL HANDLING
Issue of 1925-29
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REGISTRATION STAMP | e ey { | CERTIFIED MAIL STAMP
Issue of 1911 S oR | Issue of 1955

PerroraTen 104 x 11
FERFORATED 12

SINCLE-LINE WATERMARE ¥ Ll
| CERTIFIED-MAIL it
| q i

The Special Handling series of
slomps were provided for use
on fourth class matter and when
affized would secure for such
mail the expeditions handling
accorded to first class matler.

Issued to prepay registty fees SR

theze stamps were soon discentin- Issued as a simplified form of reg-
ued, as ordinary postoge stamps istration applicable to mail having
were valid for the same purpose. no intrinsic value.
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