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31 May 2002

To Whom It May Concern:

This is to affirm that the tool-steel letter stamping die
accompanying this letter is from the American Bank Note Company'’s
demised Bronx, New York plant, opened c¢. 1865, its contents sold
at auction April 23-24, 1985.

From their locked Machine Shop Tool Room, they are believed to
have been used in the marking and building of intaglio and other
machinery which, for reasons of both secrecy and custom
specifications, were built by A.B.N. themselves. The machine shop
from which these came was an inner sanctum, where dies, parts, and
machinery used to produce countless billions of dollars worth of
instrumentalities were hand-made. At the time, A.B.N. was the only
builder of intaglio presses in the world. So heavily guarded, in
fact, was the fortress-like plant, that the number of guards, both
uniformed and plainclothes, nearly outnumbered the employees.

The world’s oldest and most famous currency printing firm, since
1795 it has produced currency for more than 100 countries,
including the U.S., as well as stocks, bonds, and checks, all
prime examples of the engravers art. (Paul Revere was one of their
early engravers.) The largest and most prestigious of all banknote
companies, A.B.N.’s printed items are the most collected, having
absorbed most of the other banknote and financial printers since
1810 to present.

This type of artifact is perhaps the only legally-salable relic
that remains commercially available, from the ultra-high-security
production plant of their long-defunct Bronx, New York operation.

Very sincerely,
COHASCO, INC.

Robert H. Snyder




American Bank Note Company. 1 Dollar. NY,
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Figure 17.—SIDEROGRAPHY SPECIMEN prATE. 1819, Reduced
from 8 x 6 inches. (Original in Constance Meade Collection,
Oxford University Press.)

by the old case-hardening method. Next a small
cylinder of mild steel was rolled and pressed re-
peatedly over the engraving, by means of a special
machine, forcing the softer metal into the engraving
until the image was transferred in raised lines to the
cylinder surface. The cylinder was then hardened
and used in its turn to impress the image into any
number of mild steel plates, this time once again in
sunken lines. These plates were then hardened for
printing. Thus a single engraving, however complex,
could be copied exactly on to any number of plates,

or the engraving could be repeated several times on
the same plate. The blacks and whites of an image
could be reversed by a change in the order of trans-
ferring: if an extra cylinder was introduced, or if
the initial engraving was made on a cylinder rather
than on the flat plate then the final printing plate
would hold the image in raised rather than sunken
lines, and the printed result would be a white line
design on a black ground.

The siderography process had enormous advantages
for bank-note printing. Since the plates were copied

PAPER 7I: SIR WILLIAM CONGREVE AND HIS COMPOUND-PLATE PRINTING 81
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