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40 UNN'S STAMP NEWS

JULY 25, 1994

New discoveries on the 25¢ Honeybee coil

One of my fondest memo-
ries as a plate number coil
collector is the fun my
friends and I had at the
Omaha Stamp Show in Sep-
tember 1988.

I roomed at the show hotel

Plate
Number
Coils

By Ken Lawrence

with two fellow Linn's writ-
ers, Wayne Youngblood and
Steven Rod. Both men are as
enthusiastic about United
States stamps as I am.
(Youngblood has since left
the Linn’s staff to become the
editor of Scott Stamp
#onthly, and 1 now contrib-
we a bimonthly column to
that magazine also.)

Linn’s editor-publisher
Michael Laurence wasn’t
there, but he did enter his ex-
hibit of Transportation coil
stamps in competition. His
entry won a silver medal, an
excellent result for a display
of modern material at a na-
tional-level show (1988 was
the first year that the Omaha
show’s grand awand winner
was admitted to the American
Philatelic Society's World
Series of Philately competi-
tion).

Opening day of the show,
Sept. 2, began with the dedi-
cation ceremony for the 25¢
Honeybee coil stamp. The

featured speaker, then Post-
master General Anthony
Frank, included a teaser line
about a possible future Elvis
Presley commemorative issue
in- his speech, but all atten-
tion was on the new stamp.

Figure 1. This sleeve No. 2
PNC of the 25¢ Honeybee
coil has offset and PMS yel-
low colors shifted about 2
millimeters to the left of
their proper positions, out
of register with process yel-
low, magenta, cyan, and in-
taglio black colors.

As soon as the ceremony
was over, collectors formed a
queue to buy stamps for their
first-day souvenirs. Some
promptly rode off to distant
places with thematically re-
lated names such as Bee,
Neb., to ' obtain unofficial
first-day cancels.

Rod, Youngblood and I
purchased the Omaha show’s
cacheted envelopes and oth-
ers from several of the local
cachetmakers who hawked
their wares in the hallways.
Wayne also decorated some
envelopes with his own art-

work, which the postmaster
general had autographed.

We each had some of our
covers canceled with the
show’s pictorial postmark.
After that we drove around
the metropolitan area to get
other cancellations, including
those of Boys Town and the
Omaha airport facility.

The three of us found plen-
ty of Honeybee coil souvenirs
to collect that day, but we
were blissfully unaware of
the complex features that
soon made studying the Hon-
eybee coil a cult among PNC
collectors.

It was the first U.S. coil
stamp to have its design
printed by two separate pro-
cesses, offset lithography and
line-engraved intaglio. The
problems associated with
combining these two methods
had caused two postpone-
ments of the issue date.

Initial printings were on
two presses. Background col-
ors, frame and iascription
portions were printed by off-

Figure 2. An error Honey-
bee stamp with the intaglio
black ink omitted.

set on a Goebel Optiforma
press. Black details of the
bee were printed by intaglio
on the C press, where tagging
also was applied. Registering
the two images posed a tough
challenge, and the quantity of
waste was huge.

Later printings combined
both methods in one pass
through the offset/intaglio D
press, but problems persisted.
Either way, the printers’ dif-
ficulties yielded a trove of
varieties that delighted PNC
collectors.

Figure 1 shows a sleeve
No. 2 PNC with offset black
and Pantone yellow inks
shifted almost 2 millimeters
to the left, out of register
with the other colors. On the
Figure 2 stamp, all the offset
colors are properly printed,
but the intaglio black is omit-
ted.

These are just two of the
dozens of varieties collectors
have found on Honeybee
coils. Others include offset
seam lines at 25-stamp (Opti-
forma press) and 24-stamp (D
press) intervals; black offset
ink omitted; shifts of every
ink color, tagging block, and
perforations; imperforate and
imperforate-between errors;
and an assortment of serif
shapes on the plate numbers.

Because this was such a
tough job to print, the Bureau
created a special souvenir
card as a token of thanks to
the employees who had
worked on the stamp. Only
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Figure 3. Three stages of the Honeybee souvenir card.
Periods in B.E.E. 88 were deleted, and a corrected block
of type was added in a separate printing.

about 80 of the cards were
distributed, each bearing a
Honeybee coil stamp can-
celed first-day-of-issue.

When the souvenir cards
reached the philatelic market,
they were expensive. Some
sold as high as $700 each,
but even at that level, collec-

tors snapped them up. But
now a group of related mate- |
rial has appeared.

Maryland souvenir card
dealer Barry Fox has ob-
tained some of the original
artwork for the card, a set of
progressive color proofs, and
finished prints that do not




Qoo its e alpsgeiieidrersdrrels oo feafrin oo fe ol dedosds ol leadealaleadalude e e

.-“.“F
TI

HONEYBEE

ool feilodaiieidedds

|

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

-Q'}'@"!-".":'én Geeasledys
.‘_:1"? F‘T’i i 1

il

-""‘_T:ﬂﬂ_-
i i T

e S e e T

The honeybee's best-known contribution is the “nectar of the gods,” honey. This year, more than 3 million
beehives will produce about 200 million pounds of honey in the United States alone. To produce a single
pound of honey, more than 550 bees have to visit more then 2 5 million flowers
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Robert H. Bonofr
99 Tower Avenue
Stamford, CT 06907

COBRA ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNT
P.O. Box 360422M
Pittsburgh, PA 15251
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Jamison
25904 Sandalia Drive
Valencia, CA 91355

COBRA ADMINISTRATION ACCOUNT
P.O. Box 360422M
Pittsburgh, PA 15251
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