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17 Classic Romantie Ballads From A Country Music Legend!
Kenny Rogers A Love Song Collection CD

* ALove Song « Love Will g
Turn You Around » Yoy
Decorated My Life » Love

The World Away (1 980)

* You Are So Beautiful

* She Believes In Me

* Don't Fall In Love With A
Dreamer , Kenny Rogers &
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Love With Me Lady

* We've Got Tonight, Kenny #%§
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Pat and Shirley Boone
Happily married over 60 years!
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johnny Cash wanted
people to know entire
story, even the bad. -

OCT 29, 2013 E-4
By SteveWeinberg (.|
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Nobody who heard the rich
timbre of Johnny Cash’s bari-
tone voice could delete it from
the sound track of the brain;
nobody who paid attention to
his arresting lyrics could deny
their rhythmic poetry. When
he died a decade ago, Cash
was one of the most influen-
tial singers in the country, em-
braced by audiences across
musical genres despite his
country roots.

As for Cash’s life offstage ,
—well, it seemed larger than
life, even to casual music con-
sumers. He was the “man in
black.” And hadn’t he served
prison time? Making revela-
tions in a biography about a
life so familiar seemed unlike-

- ly. And yet, Robert Hilburn,
the insightful veteran mu-
sic writer for the Los Ange-
les Times, suspected much of
the Cash saga was yet to be re-
vealed.

He asked Lou Rubin, Cash’s
manager, how much of the
singer’s story had been told.
“Only about 20 percent,” Ru-
bin replied. After four years of
research, Hilburn found that
Cash'’s life was far more com-
plex than he had imagined.
“And some of the more trou-
bling discoveries caused me
to question just how-much the
public needs to know about an
artist,” he said.

Hilburn faced a classic biog-
rapher’s dilemma: If the pri-
mary reason for a subject’s

fame is artistry - in this case,

songs performed by and of-
ten written by Cash — does it
matter to the millions of fans
whether the artist is also a
drug addict and a breaker of
marital vows and a frequent-
ly inattentive father, among
other flaws? Evaluating Cash’s
life off stage became especial-
ly complex because he was at
his core a devout Christian, a
husband who loved his wives,
a father who loved his chil-
dren, a friend of intense loyal-
ty to many less fortunate than
himself. '

The result of Hilburn’s wres- |
| jail, to stand before his loved

| ones in handcuffs, and to walk
| through the seedy parts of

tling with his subject’s life and
with his own moral compass
is perhaps the richest biogra-
phy of a musician I have ev-

er read. and ane af the hest hi.
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“Johnny Cash: The Life™

by Robert Hilburn

Little, Brown, 688 pages, $32

| first-rate stylist. His sentences

often sing.

About Cash’s famous Fol-
som Prison concert in 1968,
Hilburn writes: “Cash once

| again demonstrated his abil-
| ity to immerse himself in his
| subject matter, a sensitivity so'

strong he could virtually take

' on the personality of the peo-
| ple he was singing about ...

| But never had he empathized
| with His themes as complete-

ly as he would at Folsom. Cash
knew what it was like to be in

town in search of drugs. He

| Ineurtha dasn ninin afhranl

| ast Portrait” captured

| Johnny Cash four days before
the country musicicon diedon :

Sept.12,2003.
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Country

‘music isn't
‘musician’s
‘only talent

ll Marty Stuart’s
| photographs
featured in exhibit
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they too could be redeemed

| no matter how they had stum-

bled,” Hilburn explained.
The story starts in rural Ar-

| kansas.

Born in 1932, Cash knew as

| a child he wanted to write and

perforin songs in front of large

| audiences. He had no con-

nections to draw on and no
knowledge of the music indus-

| try, but he possessed determi-
| nation.

Following a stint in the

| Air Force after high school,

he traveled to Memphis and
caught the attention of record-

. ing impresario Sam Phillips at
. Sun Studios. Slowly he began

to make his mark.

The rise to stardom was not
exactly meteoric. When fame
happened, though, it hap-

| pened big.

Radio play, concerts, televi-

| sion exposure, appearances in

Hollywood movies — it seemed
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